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For certainly, in all 3 
times, there can ſcarce any author be 
found, that has handled ſo many different 
matters in ſuch various; ſorts of ſtyle, Who 
5 leſs wants the correction of his friends, or 
has leſs reaſon to fear the ſeverity of 
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Acconbme to his Aefi and * own in · 
tention, I have now ſet forth his Latin and 
Engliſh writings, each in a volume apart; 
dad and to that which was before extant in both 
> kanguages, I have added all that I could 
find in his cloſet, which he had brought 
| to any manner of perfection. I have thus, 
| Sir, performed the will of. the dead. But 
I doubt I ſhall not ſatisfy the expeRtation | 

of the living, unleſs ſome account be here 
premiſed concerning this excellent mam 
I knoy very well, that he n 


I 'E o.”. 1 


word the beſt image of his own mind in 
theſe” immortal on of his Wit; 
FTet there is ſtill room enough left, for one 
of his familiar -acquiinance” to ſay many 
things of his poems, and chiefly of his 
life, that may ſerve for the information of 
his readers, if not for the encreaſe of his 
name; which, without any ſoch 2 ma s 
1 ge e eſtabliſhed. - 15 
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: Tata, sir, were ah arent moſt pro 
per for you to manage, in reſpect of your 
great abilities, and the long friendſhip you 
maintained with him. But you have an 
obſtinate averſion from publiſping any of 
your Writings. I gueſs what pretence you 
have for it, and that you are confirmed in 
this reſolution by the prodigious multitude * 
and imperfections of us writers of this age. 
L will not now diſpute, whether you are in 

rigbt, though I am confident you 
would contribute more to our reformation * 

your example; than: reproofs. But hows 
ever ſoing * * in your purpoſe, 
bio and. 
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25 have refuſed to adorn even this. 
which you oe ſo well; I beg 
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I believe there is no man, whb 
Mr. Cowrkv, that cat want either inatter 
er words. I only thetefore intreat" you'ts 
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teſtimony. For by this means, though the 
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Mx. A. Cow zr was born in the 
ben, Is the year one thouſand 6x hun- 
dred and eighteen. - His parents wert citi- 
Zens of a virtuous life and ſufficient eſtate; 
and ſo the condition of his fortune was 
3 to. the 3 of his mind, which 
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Tus firſt years of his youth were ſpent in 
Weltmintter-ſchool, where he ſoon obtain- 


that. o Sers z s Faliy Queen, when he 
was but juſt able to read. That indeed is 
2 fitter for the examination of men, | 


than the conſideration of à child. But in 
Ki) it mer with 2 fancy, whoſe ſtrength 
Vas "ot ro be Jodgect by che number of his 
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| Iv! the denk ye 7 of his age there 
came forth a little book under his name, 3 
in which there were many things that 
might well become the vigour and AG of 
a manly. wit. The firſt beginning of his 
ſtudies, was a familiarity with the moſt ſo- 
lid. and upaffected authors of antiquity, 
which he fully digeſted, not only in his 4 
memory, but his judgement. By this ad- 
vantage he learnt nothing while a boy, that 
he needed to forget or forſake, when he 
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ficult; and he afterwards f. 


came to be a man. His mind was rightly 
ſeaſoned at firſt; and he had nothing to do, 
but ſtill to proceed on the ſame foundas 
tion on winch. he began. IIS 1807-10 2350 
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Ig was wont to relate, that he had 
this defect in his memory at that time, that 
his teachers could never bring it to xetain 
the ordinary rules of grammar. 
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he ſupplied. that want, by. ones with 
the books Ahemlelveta,fromi whe 


was a * way, chough Pecan gore. dif- 


nefit by 4 that, having got the Greek: and 
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not by precept but uſe, he practiſed 
not as a ſcholar but ane. elle 


Roman languages, as he had done his own, 
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Wirn theſe l pes he wa 
removed to Trinity Colledge in Cam- 
bridge, where, by the progreſs and conti- 
nuance of his wit. it appeared that two 
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| meet together, ther it was both early-ripe 
and "laſting; This brought him into the 
love and eſteem of the moſt eminent mem- 
bers of that famous ſociety, and principal - 
ly of your uncle Mr. Forrzrsy, whoſe 
favours he ſince abundantly” acknowledged, 
when his benefactor had quite forgot the 
obligation. "His exereiſes of all kinds are 
ſtill remembered in that unive with 
great applauſe, and with this bare 
praiſe, that they were not only fit for the 
obſcurity of an academĩcal life, but to have 
been ſhown on her true theatre of the 
world. There it was that, before the twen- 
tieth year of hls age, he laid the deſign 
of divers of his moſt maſculine works, that 
he finiſhed long after. In Which I' Le - 
not whether I ſhould meſt commend, that 

a mind fo young ſhould conceive ſuch 
great things, or tliat it ſhould be able to 
Peder HO with ſuch: — 5 
Dog bas 19724 
Tu firſt: en of his entering f into 
buſineſs, was the elegy that he writ on Mr. 
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er men ſcarce begin to, learn them. 
This brought. him into the acqyajntance 
of Mr. Jon  Hzsvzy, the brother: of his 
friend, from. whom 
many offices, of kindneſs, through the whole 
of his life, and principally this, thas 
by. his his Pave 0 into the ſeryice. of 
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. * He | war brake o out, his af 


fection to the king's . cauſe roy him ta 


Oxford, as ſoon as it began to be the 
chief ſeat of the royal party. In that Uni» 
verſity | he proſecuted the ſame; ſtudies with 
de . Nor in the mean time was 

e wanting to his duty. in the war itſelf, 

he was preſent and in ſervice in 7 
veral of the king's. journies and expedi- 
tions. By theſe occaſions and the reporf# 


A, his, high.. N | Rl pee grew: fa- 
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the — whom the fortune of the war 
had drawn together. | And particularly, 
though he was then very young, he had 
the entire friendſhip of my Lord Fark- 

14ND, one of the principal ſecretaries at 
ſtate.. That affection was contracted by 
the agreement of their learning and man- 
ners. For you may remember, Sir, we 

have often heard Mr. Cowlxv admire. him, 

vot only for the profoundneſs of his know- 
ledge, which was applauded by all, the 
world, but more eſpecially for thoſe quali- 


1 which he himſelf more regarded, for 


his generoſity of mind, and his neglect of 
tha vain eng of buman en 


e the heat of the civil. war, he 
vas ſettled in my Lord Sr. ALBans' fa- 
mily, and attended her majeſty the queen- 
mother, when, by the unjuſt perſecution of 
her ſubjects, ſhe was forced to retire into 
France; Upon this wandering condition 
of the moſt e n of his lifes, he 
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interruption of his ſtudies, Yet we have 
no reaſon to think that he loſt ſo great a 
ſpace of time, if we conſider in what buſi - 
neſs he employed his baniſhment. He was 
abſent from his native country above 
twelve years; which were wholly ſpent ei 
ther in bearing a ſhare in the diſtreſſes of 
che royal family, or in labouring in their 
affairs. To this purpoſe he performed ſe- 
veral dangerous" Journies into Jerſey, Scot- 
land, Flanders, Holland, or wherever elſe 
the king's troubles required his attendance. 
But the chief teſtimony of his fidelity was, 
the laborious ſervice he underwent in main- 
taining the conſtant” correſpondence: be- 
tween the late king and the queen his wife. 
In that weighty truſt he behaved himſelf 
with indefatigable integrity, and unſuſpect- 
ed ſecrecy. For he cyphered and decy- 
phered, with his own hand, the greateſt part 
of all the letters that paſſed between their 
majeſties, and managed a vaſt intelligence 
in many other parts: which for ſome: years 
together took up all his days, and WA; * 
three nights every week, 
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5 a a dedgthy aj his rireſeun majeſty's 
removal out of France, and the queen- 
mother's fiayingibehind,'-the' buſineſs er 
2 ; 1 of courſe into other 

ds. Then it was thought fit, by thoſe 
on _— he depended; that he ſhould come 


over into England, and, under pretence of 


privacy and retirement, ſhould take o- 
caſion of giving notice of the poſture of 
things in this nation. Upon his return, 
he found his country groaning under the 
oppreſſion of an unjuſt uſurpation. And 
. he ſoon felt the effects of it. For, while 
he lay hid in London, he was ſeized on by 
2 miſtake, the ſearch having been intended 
after another gentleman, of: conſiderable 
note in the King's Party. vil Being made a 
priſdner, he was often examined before the 
uſurpers, who tried all imaginable ways to 
make him ſerviceable to their ends. That 
courſe not prevailing, he was committed 
co a ſevere reſtraint; and ſcarce at laſt ob- 
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a his $0 3 which PER Dr, 
bor i © very honourahly took upon 

imſelf. Under theſe bonds he continued 
all the general redemption. Vet, taking 
the opportunity of the confuſions that 
followed upon CO WBI s death, he ven- 
tured back into France, and chere remained 
in the lame ſtation | 48 before, til near the 
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Tuts Certsiniy, e is V abiiddantly; fuß 
cent to Juſtify. his loyalty to all tlie world y 
though ſome. have indeavouted to bring 
it in queſtion, upon octafion' of a few lines 
in the Preface to ont of his books. The 
objection 1 multi nat paſs by in: Glencey 
becauſe it was the only part of his life, that 
was liable to miſinterpretation, even by 
the confeſſion. of thoſe that envied. his 
fame. In this caſe perhaps it were enong 
to alledge for him to men of moderate 
minds, that what he there ſaid was publiſh 
ed before a book of poetry, and ſo ought 
rather to be eſteemed. : as a problem of 


5 
* 
away 4 #97; 
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u fancy and invention, than as. the real 
image of his Judgement. But his de- 
FeneE in this m | atter may be laid on 2 
Kirer” foundation. © This is the true rea- 
bon chat is "to be given of his defiveri 

= o7 ile Upon his « 3 over, he 


aller © 5 4 Be "perceived. the, firengrh, 0 
| oe enemies fo united, that, till it ſhould 
begin to break w . itſelk, all engeavours 
again it Were to proye.. nfuccefsful. 
On che other Tide, he : beheld'r} eir 7 1 for 
Bis mazeſtys cauſe to he in IVE, 
that it "often furried them 1 into I aged 
ruin. He faw this with much grief. A And 5 
chougb he approved their conftancy 3-4 
much as any man Hing, yet be ent their 
unſeaſonable' ſhewing it, did only difabſe 
themſelves, and give their adverfaries great 
advantages of riches and ſtrength by their 
defeats. He therefore believed that it 
would be a meritorious ſervice to the King, | 
if any man, who was known to have fol. 
lowed His intereſt, could infinuate into the 
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vſurpers minds, that ei 
were now willing to be quiet, and could 
perſuade the poor -royaliſts to 
' conceal their affections, for better occaſions: 
And as for his own particular, he was 5 
cloſe priſoner when he writ that 
which the exception is made; ſo that he 
ſaw it was impoſſible for him to purſue the 
255 for which he came hither, if he did 

ot make ſome kind. pos of his 
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to prove, tha . very 3 
cd. For certainly it was one of the great- 
ä eſt helps to the king's affairs, about the 
latter end of that tyranny, that many of 
his beſt friends diſſembled their coun 
and acted the ſame —.— under _— 
and names of other 15151 200 
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the innocent occaſion: of theſe. 
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ebe ür i kun che llt time that ever 
I ſawy him; that he would have them omit 
ted in the next impreſſion: of which his 
friend Mr. COE is à witneſs. However, 
if we mould take them in the worſt ſenſe 
of which they are capable: yet methinks 
for his maintaining one falſe tenet in the 
Political philoſophy, he made a ſufficient 
atonement by a continual ſer vice of twenty 
vearüpbhot ade petual loyalty of his ay 
courſe; and by many of his other writi 
wherein he has largely defended and 


= 1 royal cauſe. And to ſpeak of Kins; 
1 as our friend, but according to the 
'£ Gs of ' humanity} certainly, that 
life muſt needs be very unblameable, which 
9 been tried in bauen * the Aren 


ous — courts an ind 
yet there can nothing diſgraceful be pro- 
= Aduced-againſt it; but only the error WER one 

1 paragraph, and'a ſingle wnctaphores 
3 | T5 s s! 28 Doms Horn PP 11 "OY 
© Byr, to return. to. my. narration, which 
this igreſion has 1 Upon the 
king's 
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as paſt the fortieth year of his age; of 


which the greateſt part had been ſpent in 
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oyed many. excellent occaſions 
obſervation. He had been 
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now thought he had ſacrificed enough of 
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been perplexed with a long compliance to 
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foreign manners. He was ſatiated with 
the arts of court: Which ſort of life, 
though, his virtue had made innocent to 
him, yet nothing could make it quiet. 
Theſe were the reaſons that moved him to 
forego all public employments, and to 
follow the violent inclination of his on 
mind, which, in the greateſt throng of his 
former buſineſs, had ſtill called upon him, 
and repreſented. to him the true delights 
of ſolitary ſtudies, of temperate pleaſures, 
and of a moderate revenue, . ert ma- 
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Ar firſ — was but Denderly | 
for ſuch a retirement, by reaſon of * 


travels, and the afflictions of the party to 


which he adhered, which had put him 
quite out of all che roads of gain. Vet, 
notwithſtanding the narrowneſs of his in- 
come, he remained fixed to his reſolution, 
upon his confidence in the temper of his 
own mind, which he knew had contracted 
its deſires into ſo ſmall — that 2 
| oe Vor. I. | C very 
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Ice. and flatterigs. of fortune. NOLA at, 


ys NEIL r 0 


2 few things would - ſupfuy chem All. 

But upon the ſettlement of the peace 6f 

r nation, this hinderance of his deſign 
pero ſoon removed: for !he'then"braitied 
a plentiful eſtate, by the fivour of my Lord 
ST. Ar Baxs, and the bounty of my L Lord 
Duke of Buck x HAH 3 to Whom! he Was 
Always moſt dear, and whom 'he ever re- 
ſpekted, as his principal patrons. The laſt 


| 
| 
1 of which great men, you knows, Sir, it is 
8 my duty to mention, not only for Mr. 
8 kl Comrzy's fake, but my own: though I 
Y ll cannot do it, without being aſnamed, that, 
ul | having the ſame encourager of my ſtudies, . 


I mould deſervè his —— fo much 
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3 S225 ox 22.1. 44 WINE $32 inn 
Tubos le was” Kiely furhilhéd for 
his retreat. And immediately he "pave 

over all purſuit of honour and riches; in u 

time; hen, if any ambiticus or- ,t 
thoughts had remained in his mind, he 

might juſtly have expected to have them 
readily ſatisfied. In his haſt ſeven or eight 
Vi9v 9 : T years, 
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Mi A. CU WIE V. 49 
ere Cöncsalel in Hs Veld 
rity, and poſſeſſed that . — "which 
Prion childhop lt had always moſt 

{paſſionately ene Though he had fle. 
quent invitations to return into "buſin bel 
yet he never gave ear to any perſuaſions 
of profit or perferment. His viſits to the 
city and court were Very few: his "ſtays 1 in 
0 | A Pe nger, .no not af in- 
habitant. The places chat he choſe forthe 
| feats of tits declining life, e were two of three 
villages on the bank of the T hames. Dur- 
ing this receſs, his mind was rather exer- 
ciſed on what was to come than What Was 
Paſſed; he ſuffered no mgre buſineſs nor 
'cares of life to come' near him, than what 
were enough to keep his ſoul awake, but 
not to diſturb it. Some few friends and 
books, a chearful heart, and innocent con- 
ſcience, were his conſtant companions. 
His pöetty indeed he took with him, but 
he made that an anchorite as well as him- 
ſelf: he only dedicated it to the ſervice of 
bis Maker, to deſcribe the great images 
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of religion and virtue wherewith his * 
abounded. And he employed his muſic 
to no other uſe, than as his own Davin did 
towards Saul, by. ſinging the praiſes of 
Gop and of Nature, to drive the evil Jiri 
out of men's s minds. | 
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4 "On, his als that 8 are e publiſhed, it is 
hard to give one general character, becauſe 
of the difference of their ſubjects, and the 
various forms and. diſtant times of their 
writing. Let this 1 is true of them all, that 
in all che ſeveral. ſhapes of his ſtyle, there 
is {till very much of the likeneſs and im- 
preſſion of the ſame mind; the ſame un- 
affected modeſty, and natural freedom, and 
eaſy vigour, and chearful paſſions, and in- 
nocent mirth, which appeared in all his 
manners. We have many things that he 
writ in two very unlike conditions, in the 
univerſity and the court. But in his poe- 
try, as well as his life, he mingled with ex- 
. cellent {kill what was good in both ſtates. 
In his life he joined the innocence and 


e. 


1 "I ſincerity 


MR. A COWLEY. 2 


ſincerity of the ſcholar with the huinanity 
and good behaviour of the courtier. In 
his poems he united the ſolidity and art 


3 | of the one, with the gentility and grace. 


fulneſs of the other. 


We any hall think that hy was not won- 
derfully curious in the choice and ele- 


Y gance of all his words : I will affirm with 


more truth on the other ſide, that he had 
no manner of affetation in them; he took 
them as he found them made to his hands; 
he neither went before, nor came after, the 
uſe of the age. He forſook the converſa- 
tion, but never the language, of the city 
and court. He underſtood exceeding well 
all the variety and power of poetical num- 
bers; and practiſed all ſorts with great 


7 happineſs. If his verſes in ſome places 


ſeem not as ſoft and flowing as ſome would 
have them, it was his choice, not his fault. 
He knew that, in diverting men's minds, 
there ſhould be the ſame variety obferved 
as in the TREE of their eyes: where a 
C3 __ rock, 
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rock, a precipice, or a riſing wave, is of. 
ten more delightful than a ſmpath, even 
ground, or a calm ſea. Where the mat- 
ter required i it, he was as gentle as any man. 
But where higher virtues were chiefly. to be. 
regarded, an exact numeroſity was not then 
his main care. This may ſerve to anſwer 
thoſe who upbraid ſome of his pieces with 
roughneſs, and with more contractions than 
they are willing to allow. But theſe ad- 
mirers of gentleneſs without ſinews, ſhould | 
know that different arguments muſt have 
different: colours of ſpeech : : that there is a 
kind of variety of ſexes in poetry, as well 
as in mankind: that, as the peculiar excel- 
lence of the feminine kind is ſmoothneſs 


and beauty; ſo ſtrength is the chief Fs 
of the maul, US bs 


44 4, WV 
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Hs had a neal waſtery i in both che 


languages in which he writ: but each of = 
them kept a juſt diſtance from the other ; 3 
neither did his Latin make his Engliſh too 
old, nor his Engliſh ale his Latin too 
* 5 18 modern. 
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muderd.sr! Hei excelled both - in proſe ind 


verſe; and both together have that per 
fection, which is commended by ſome of 


the ancients above all others, that they are 


very obvious to ds A bas. e 


difficult in the en e ien 
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185 fancy floned wh ent ct nd 
ne it was very fortunate to him, 
that his judgement was equal to manage it. 
He never runs his reader nor his argu- 
ment out of breath. He perfectly practiſes 
the hardeſt ſecret of good writing, to know 
when he has done enough. He always 
leaves off in ſuch a manner, that it appears 
it was in his power to have ſaid much 
more. In the particular expreſſions there 
is ſtil} much to be applauded, but more in 
the diſpoſition and order of the whole. 
From thence there ſprings a new comeli- 
neſs, beſides the feature of each part. His 
invention is powerful, and large as can 
be defired. But it ſeems all to ariſe out 
45 the nature of the ſubject, and to be | 
C4 uſt 
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juſt fitted for the thing of which he ſpeaks: 
If ever he goes far for it, 25 n _ 
n e erer Ud ei e ee 
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Tux ener ergeben whür d has 
ee is ſo large, that there is ſcarce» 
any particular of all the paſſions of men, 
or works of nature and providence, which 1 
he has paſſed by undeſcribed. Vet he 
ſtill obſerves the rules of decency with ſo 1 
much care, that whether he inflames his 
reader with the ſofter affections, or delights 
him with inoffenſive raillery, or teaches 
the familiar manners of life, or adorns the 
diſcoveries of philoſophy, or inſpires him 
with the heroic characters of charity and 
religion; to all theſe matters, that are ſq 
wide aſunder, he ſtill proportions a due 
figure of ſpeech, and a proper meaſure of 
wit, This indeed is moſt remarkable, that 

a man who was ſo conſtant and fixed in 
the moral ideas of his mind, ſhould yet be 
ſo changeable in his intellectual, and in 
bath to the higheſt Ces of e, 
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that his love · verſes ſnould take up ſo great 
a ſhare in his works; it may be alledged, 
that they were compoſed when he was very 
young. But it is a vain thing to make 
any kind of apology for that ſort of writ- 
ings. If devout or virtuous men will ſu- 
perciliouſſy forbid the minds of the young, 
to adorn thoſe ſubjects about which they 
are moſt » converſant : they would put 
them out of all capacity of performing 
graver matters, when they come to them. 
For the exerciſes of all mens wits muſt be 
always proper for their age, and never too 
much above it: and by practice and uſe 
in lighter arguments, they grow up at laſt 
to excel in the moſt weighty. I am not 
therefore aſhamed to commend Mr, Cow- 
LEY'S miſtreſs. I only except one or two 
expreſſions, which I wiſh: I could have pre- 
vailed with thoſe that had the right of the 
other edition, to have left out. But of 
25 the reſt. I dare boldly pronounce, that 
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never yet ſo much was written on a ſubject 


daric way of writing, was his accidental 


where he had no other books to direct him. 


2 Si . 


to the man ho ſhould dare to attempt it. 


o delicate, that can leſs offend: the ſevereſt 
rules of morality. The whole paſſion of 
love is inimitably deſcribed, with all its 
mighty train of hopes, and Joys, and diſ- 
quiets. Beſides this amorous ten 
IL know not how, in every copy, there i is 
ſomething of more uſeful knowledge very 
vaturally and gracefully inſinuated; 
every where there may be ſomething found, 
to inform the minds of wiſe men, as well 
as to move the hearts of young men, or 
2 % ³²¹ÜÜ ͥ1ͥ¹ũ ꝛ˙¹wůw . 
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Tur occaſion of his falling on the Pin- 


meeting with PIN DAR's works, in a place 


Having then conſidered at leiſure the 
height of his invention, and the majeſty 
of his ſtyle, he tried immediately to imi- 
tate it in Engliſh. - And he performed it 
without the danger that Horace preſaged 
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his metaphors, ind length” of bis digref- 
fon they contend” not againſt Mr. Cow- 
Lv, but Pax himſelf; Who was ſo = 
much reverenced by all antiquity, that the 
place of his birth was preſerved as ſacred; 
when his native city was twice deſtroyed 
by the fury of two conquerors. If the ir- 
| regularity | of the number diſguſt them, 
they may obſerve” that this very thing 
makes that kind of poeſy fit for all man- 
ner of ſubjects: for the pleaſant, the grave, 
the amorous, the heroic, the philoſophical, 
the moral, the divine. Beſides this, they 
will find, that the frequent alteration of 
the rhythm and feet affects the mind with 
a more various delight, while it is ſoon 
apt to be tired by the ſettled pace of any 
one conſtant meaſure. But that for which 
= 1 think this inequality of number is chiefly 
to be preferred, is its near affinity with 
proſe': from which all other kinds of Eng- 
ſh verſe are fo far diſtant, that it is very 
* ſeldom 


i 


* | 
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ſeldom found that the ſame man i in 
both ways. But now this looſe and un- 
confined meaſure has all the grace and 
harmony of the moſt confined. And with- 
al, it is ſo large and free, that the practice 
of it will only exalt, not corrupt, our proſe : 
which | is certainly the moſt uſeful kind of 
writing of all others : for it is the ſtyle of 
all buſineſs ang converſation, 


abt this imitating of Pram, 
which may perhaps be thought rather a 
new ſort of writing, than a reſtoring of 
an ancient; he has alſo been wonderfully 
happy, in tranſlating many difficult parts. 
of the nobleſt poets of antiquity. To per- 
form this according to the dignity of the 


attempt, he had, as it was neceſſary he 


ſhould have, not oaly the glegance of both 
the languages, but the true ſpirit of both 
the poetries. This way of leaving verbal 
tranſlations, and chiefly regarding the ſenſe 
and genius of the author, was ſcarce heard 
of. in England, before this preſent age. 

N will | 


1 wilt not OR to ſay, that © Mr, Cow- 
Lux was the abſolute inventor of it. Nay, 
I know that others had the good luck to 
recommend l it. firſt in print. Let I appeal 
to you, Sir, whether he did not conceive 
it, and diſcourſe of it, and fey = as 
ſoon . man. 

Ya f N | A 1 10 32Y 

His Davideis was kathy written in ſo 
young an age; that, if we ſhall reflect on 
the vaſtneſs of the argument, and his man- 
ner of handling it, he may ſeem like one 
of the miracles. that he there adorns, like 
a boy attempting Goliah. I have often 
heard you declare, that he had finiſhed the 


greateſt part of it, while he was yet a young 
ſtudent at Cambridge. This perhaps may 


be the reaſon, that in ſome fe places, there 
is more youthfulneſs and redundance of 


fancy than his riper judgement would have 


allowed. I know, Sir, you will give me 
leave to uſe this liberty of cenſure; for I 
do not here pretend to a profeſſed pane- 
Eyrie, but TOE: to give a juſt opinion con- 
il cnn 
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from * a debaſing of diyinity, to make 
ſome parts of it t the ſubjects of our fancy, 
that it is a ſure way to eſtabliſn it familiarly 
on the hearts of the people, and to give it 
A, durable impreſſion, on the minds of wiſe 
men. Of chis we have. a powerful in- 
ſtance amongſt the antients. For their 
wit has laſted much longer than the prac- 
tice of any of their religions. And the 
very memory of moſt of their divine wor- 
ſhip had periſhed, if it had not been ex- 
preſſed and preſerved by their poets. But 
Mr. CowI Ex himſelf did of all men liv- 
ing abhor the abuſe of ſcripture by. licen- 
tious raillery ; f Which ought not only t 

be eſteemed the meaneſt kind of wit, but 
the worſt ſort of ill- manners. This per- 
haps ſome men would be loth to hear 
proved, who practiſe it under the falſe 
title of a genteel quality: but the truth of 
It is unqueſtionable. For the ordinary ill- 
breeding is only. an indecence and offence 
againſt ſome particular cuſtom, or geſture, 
ar. behaviour in Wee But this . 


/ „ 
M R. A. OWL E v. 5 


neſs is a violation of the very ſupport of 


human ſociety, and a rudeneſs againſt the 
beſt manners, that all mankind can prac- 
tiſe, which is a juſt reverence of the Su- 
preme Power of all the world. he 


Ix his Latin poems he has expreſſed to 
admiration, all the numbers of verſe, and 
figures of poeſy, that are ſcattered up and 
down amongſt the antients. There is 
hardly to be found in them all any good 
faſhion of ſpeech, or colour of meaſure, 
but he has comprehended it, and given 
inſtances of it, according as his ſeveral ar- 
guments required either a majeſtic ſpirit, 
or a paſſionate, or a pleaſant. This is the 
more extraordinary, in that it was never 
yet performed by any ſingle poet of the 
ancient Romans themſelves. They had the 
language natural to them, and ſo might 
eaſily have moulded it into what form or 
humour they pleaſed: yet it was their con- 
ſtant cuſtom, to confine all their thoughts 


and practice to one or two ways of writing, 
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as deſpairing ever to compaſs all together. 


This is evident in thoſe that excelled in 
odes and ſongs, in the comical, tragical, 
epical, elegiacal, or ſatyrical way. And 
this perhaps occaſioned the firſt diſtinction 
and number of the muſes. For they 
thought the taſk too hard for any one of 
them, though they fancied them to be 
goddeſſes. And therefore they divided it 
among them all, and only recommended 
to each of them, the care of a diſtin cha- 


| er of poetry and muſic. 


Tux occaſion of his chuſing the ſub- 
ject of his ſix books of plants, was this; 
when he returned into England, he was 
adviſed to diſſemble the main intention of 
his coming over, under the diſguiſe of ap- 
plying himſelf to ſome ſettled profeſſion. 


And that of phyſic was thought moſt pro- 
per. To this purpoſe, after many anato- 
mical diſſections, he proceeded to the con- 


ſideration of Simples; and having furniſh- 


ed himſelf with books of that nature, he 


ror cp retired 
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retired into a fruitful part of Kent, where 
every field and wood might ſhew him the 
real figures of thoſe plants of which he 
read. Thus he ſpeedily maſtered that part 
of the art of medicine. But then, as one 
of the ancients did before him 1n the ſtudy 
of the law, inſtead of employing his ſkill 
for practice and profit, he preſently digeſt- 
ed it into that form which we behold. 


Taz two firſt books treat of herbs, in 
a ſtyle reſembling the elegies of Ovid and 
Tibullus, in the ſweetneſs and freedom 
of the verſe: but excelling them in the 
ſtrength of the fancy, and vigour of the 
ſenſe. The third and fourth diſcourſe of 
flowers in all the variety of CaTuLLus 
and Horacz's numbers: for the laſt of 


which authors he had a peculiar reverence, 


and imitated him, not only in the ſtately 
and numerous pace of his odes and epodes, 
but in the familiar eaſineſs of his epiſtles 
and ſpeeches. The two laſt ſpeak of trees, 
in the way of VirciL's Georgics. Of 
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7 THE'CYFE OF: 
theſe the ſixth book is wholly dedicated 
to the honour of his country, For, making 
the Britiſh oak to preſide in the afſembly 
of the foreſt trees, upon that occaſion he 
enlarges on the hiſtory of our late troubles, 
the king's affliction and return, and the 
beginning of the Dutch war : and mana- 
ges all in a ſtyle, that (to ſay all in a 


word) is equal to the greattcls and valour 
of the Engliſh r nation. 


I roll p you, Sir, that he was very hap- 
py in the way of Horacr's ſpeeches. 
But of this there are but two inſtances pre- 
ſerved: that part of an epiſtle to Mr. 
CxEs WEL, with which he concludes his 
preface to his book of plants: and that 
copy which is written to yourſelf. I con- 
feſs I heartily wiſh he had left more ex- 


amples behind him of this kind: becauſe 


I eſteem it to be one of the beſt and moſt 
difficult, of all thoſe that antiquity has 
taught us. It is certainly the very origi- 
nal of true raillery; and differs as much 

Sint? | ; from 


10 
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from ſome of the other Latin ſatyrs, as the 
pleaſant reproofs of a gentleman, from the 
ſeverity of a ſchool- maſter. I know ſome 
men diſapprove it, becauſe the verſe ſeems 
to be looſe, and near to the plainneſs of 
common diſcourſe. But that which was 
admired by the court of Auguſtus, never 
ougght to be eſteemed flat, or vulgar. And 
the ſame judgement ſhould be made af 
mens ſtyles, as of their behaviour and car- 
riage: wherein that is moſt courtly, and 
hardeſt to be imitated, which conſiſts of a 
natural eaſineſs and unaffected grace, where 
nothing ſeems to be Rudicd, yet every thing 
18 extraordinary. 


1 

15 
Ky 
ll 


1 
i 
in 
Pi 
Fr 
(3 
all 
$3 
Wi 
Al 
F 
+ 
N 
| 
* 
1 
* 
XU 
1 
3 
„ 
+ 
1. 
4 
4 i” 
"FA 
no 
. 
1 
4 
1 
0 11SH 
bk 
+ 2.0 
#7 Ly. 
+ Bd 
LA 
{8 
{a 
41 
\F 
ws * 
1 mn 
1 * 
4 a; 8 
; 45 
A 
1 
4 
3:30 
. 
1 
1 
1 
13 
2 
* 
F 


hs SUE wu 
ys 2 n 
. 


me ASE 


4 = ” 
Ae 
3 


Tris familiar way of verfe puts me in 
mind of one kind of - proſe wherein Mr. 
CowLEy was excellent; and that is his let- 
ters to his private friends. In theſe he 
always expreſſed the native tenderneſs and 
innocent gaiety of his mind. I think, Sir, 
you and I have the greateſt collection of 
this ſort, But I know you agree with me, 

D 3 that - 


—— 
— — 
Ka = INF 2 
n 
r 


— * 


* 8 (ory 
po 
. PER 
* * a, 
— HP: hr 


— 2 


— 2 * 
SE D er 
? 25 . 


8 
a1 ou» Sets 22 


LEY PR Ry P oy” — oy an, 
- — * ey e264 
322 A ET SE LSE 
. 1 nay 5 
= 


36 THE LIFE OF 


that nothing of this nature ſhould be pub- 
liſhed : and herein you have always con- 
ſented to approve of the modeſt judgement 
of our countrymen above the practice of 
ſome of our neighbours, and chiefly of the 
French. l make no manner of queſtion, 
but the Engliſh at this time are infinitely 
improved in this way, above the ſkill of 
former ages, nay, of all countries round 
about us, that pretend to greater eloquence. 
Yet they have been always judicioully ſpar- 
ing, in printing ſuch compoſures, while 
ſome other witty nations have tired all their 
preſſes and readers with them. The truth 
is, the letters that paſs between particular 
friends, if they are written as they ought 
to be, can ſcarce ever be fit to ſee the light. 
They ſhould not conſiſt of fulſom com- 
pliments, or tedious politics, or elaborate 
elegancies, or general fancies. But they 
ſhould have a native clearneſs and ſhort- 
neſs, a domeſtical plainneſs, and a peculiar 
kind of familiarity ; which can only affect 
the humour of thoſe to whom they were 
y | E, - --* 
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intended. The very ſame paſſages, which 
make writings of this nature delightful 
amongſt friends, will loſe all manner of 
taſte, when they come to. be read by thoſe 
that are indifferent. In ſuch letters the 
ſouls of men ſhould appear undreſſed ; 
and in that negligent habit, they may be 
fit to be ſeen by one or two in a chamber, 
but not to go abroad into the ſtreet, 


Tux laſt pieces, that we have from his 
hands, are diſcourſes, by way of eſſays, upon 
ſome of the graveſt ſubjects that concern 


the contentment of a virtuous mind. Theſe. 


he intended as a real character of his own 
thoughts, upon the point of his retirement. 
And accordingly you may obſerve, that in 
the proſe of them, there is little curioſity 
of ornament, but they are written in a lower 
and humbler ſtyle than the, reſt, and, as an 
unfeigned image of his ſoul ſhould be 
drawn, without flattery. I do not ſpeak 
this to their diſadvantage. For the true 
perfection of wit is, to be pliable to all oc- 
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caſions, to walk or fly, according to the na- 
ture of every ſubject. And there is no 
doubt as much art, to have only plain 
conceptions on ſome arguments, as there is 
in others to have extraordinary flights. 


3 theſe, that he has here \eft ſcarce 
finiſhed, it was his deſign to have added 
many others. And a little before his death, 
he communicated to me his reſolutions, to - 
have dedicated them all to my Lord ST. 
AlBANs, as a teſtimony of his entire re- 
ſpects to him; and a kind of apology for 
having left human affairs, in the ſtrength 
of his age, while he might ſtill have been 
ſerviceable to his copntry. But, though he 
Was prevented 1 in this purpoſe by his death, 
yet it becomes the office of a friend to 
make good his intentions. I therefore here 
preſume to make a preſent of them to 
his Lordſhip. I doubt not but, according 
to his uſual humanity, he will accept this 
- Imperfect legacy, of the man whom he 
long honoured with his domeſtic conver- 

_  fation, 
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fation; And I am confident his Lordſhip 
will believe it to be no injury to his fame, 
that in theſe papers my Lord Sr. AL BANG 
and Mr. CowLey's name ſhall be read to- 
gether * polterity. 


I uch, Sir, have made a longer diſ- 
courſe of his writings, but that I think it 
fit to direct my ſpeech concerning him, 


by the ſame rule by which he was wont to 


judge of others. In his eſteem of other 
men, he conſtantly preferred the good tem- 
per of their minds, and honeſty of their 
actions, above all the excellencies of their 
eloquence or knowledge. The ſame courſe 
I will take in his praiſe, which chiefly 
ought to be fixed on his life. For that 
he deſerves more applauſe from the moſt 


virtuous men, than for his other abilities 


he ever obtained from the learned. 


He had indeed a perfect natural good- 
neſs, which neither the uncertainties of his 
condition, nor the largeneſs of his wit, 


could 
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could pervert, He had a firmneſs and 
ſtrength of mind, that was of proof againſt 
the art of poetry itſelf. Nothing vain or 
fantaſtical, nothing flattering or inſolent, 
appeared in his humour. He had a great 
integrity and plainneſs of manners; which 
he preſerved to the laſt, though much of 
his time was ſpent in a nation, and way of 
life, that is not very famous for ſincerity. 
But the truth of his heart was above the 
corruption of ill examples; and therefore 
the ſight of them rather confirmed him in 
the contrary virtues. 


TrrRrE was nothing affected or ſingular 
in his habit, or perſon, or geſture. He un- 
ſtood the forms of. good-breeding enough 
to practiſe them without burdening him- 
ſelf or others. He never oppreſſed any 
man's parts, nor ever put any man out of 
countenance. He never had any emula- 
tion for fame, or contention for profit 
with any man. When he was in buſineſs, 
he ſuffered others importunities with much 


\ 8 eaſineſs: 
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eaſineſs: when he was out of it, he was 
never importunate himſelf, His modeſty 
and humility were ſo great, that, if he had 
not had many other equal virtues, they 
might have been thought diſſimulation. 


His converſation was certainly of the 
moſt excellent kind; for it was ſuch as was 
rather admired by his familiar friends, than 
by ſtrangers at firſt ſight. He ſurprized 
no man at firſt with any extraordinary ap- 
pearance : he never thruſt himſelf violently 


into the good opinion of his company. 


He was content to be known by leiſure 
and by degrees: and ſo the eſteem, that 


was conceived of him, was better grounded 
and more laſting. 


In his ſpeech, neither the pleaſantneſs 
excluded gravity, nor was the ſobriety of 
it inconſiſtent with delight. No man part- 
ed willingly from his diſcourſe : for he fo 
ordered it, that every man was ſatisfied that 
he had his ſhare. He governed his paſſions 
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with great moderation, His virtues were 
never troubleſome or uneaſy to any. What- 
ever he diſliked in others, he only cor- 
rected it, by the ſilent reproof of a better 

practice. 


His wit was fo tempered, that no man 
had ever reaſon to wiſh it had been leſs: 
he prevented other men's ſeverity upon it 
by. his own : he never willingly recited any 
of his writings. None but his intimate 
friends ever diſcovered he was a great poet, 
by his diſcourſe. His learning was large 
and profound, well compoſed of all an- 
tient and modern knowledge. But it ſat 
Exceeding cloſe and handſomely upon him : 
it was not emboſſed on his mind, but 
enamelled. 


— 


Hz never guided his life by the whiſpers 
or opinions of the world: yet he had a 
great reverence for a good reputation, He 
hearkened to fame when it was a juſt cen- 
ſurer: but not when a an extravagant babler. 

He 
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He was a paſſionate lover of liberty and 
freedom from reſtraint both in actions and 
words: but what honeſty others receive 


from the direction of laws, he had by native 


inclination ; and he was not beholding to 
other men's wills, Bot to his own, for his 
INNOCENCE. ; | 


" Hz Penne all his natural and civil 
duties with admirable tenderneſs. Hav- 
ing been born after his father's death, and 
bred up under the diſcipline of his mother, 
be gratefully acknowledged her care of his 
education to her death, which was in the 
eightieth year of her age. For his three 


brothers he always maintained a conſtant 


affection. And having ſurvived the two 
firſt, he made the third his heir. In his 
long dependance on my Lord ST. ALBans, 
there never happened any manner of dif- 
ference between them : except a little at 
laſt, becauſe he would leave his ſervice : 
which only ſhewed the innocence of the 
ſervant, and the kindneſs of the maſter. 
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46 THE LIFE OF. 


His friendſhips were. inviolable. The ſame 
men with whom he was familiar in his 
youth, were. his neareſt acquaintance at the 


day of his death. If the private courſe of 


his laſt years made him contract his con- 


verſation to a few, yet he only withdrew, 
not broke off, from any of the others. 


His thoughts were never above nor 
below his condition. He never wiſhed 
his eſtate much larger. Yet he enjoyed 
what he had with all innocent freedom; he 
never made his preſent life uncomfortable, 
by undue expectations of future things. 
Whatever diſappointments he met with, they 


only made him underſtand fortune better, 


not repine at her the more: his muſe in- 
deed once complained, but never his mind. 
He was accompliſhed with all manner of 
abilities for the greateſt buſineſs; if he 


would but have thought ſo himſelf 


Ir anyghing ought to have been changed 
in his t W and diſpoſition; > It was 
his 


tirement. This, Sir, give me leave to 
condemn, even to you, who I know agreed 
with him in the ſame humour. ' I acknow- 
| ledge he choſe that ſtate of life, not out 
of any poetical rapture, but upon a ſteady 
and ſober experience of human things. 
But however, 1 cannot applaud it in him. 
Ir is certainly a great diſparagement to vir- 
tue, and learning itſelf, that thoſe very 
things which only make men uſeful in the 
world, ſhould incline them to leave it. 


This ought never to be allowed to good 
men, unleſs the bad had the ſame modera- 


tion, and were willing to follow them into 
the wilderneſs. . But, if the one ſhall con- 
tend to get out of employment, while the 
other ſtrive to get into it, the affairs of 
mankind are like to be in ſo ill a poſture, 
that even the good men themſelves will 


hardly be able to enjoy their very retreats 
in ſecurity. 


Yer I confeſs, if any carved to have 
this privilege, it ought to have 182 grant- 
ed 
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kis earneſt affection for obſcurity and re- 
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and good method to diſcoyer its myſte- 


= n ee oe 


ed to him, as ſoon as any man living, 

conſideration of the manner in which 
he ſpent the liberty that he got. For he 
withdrew himſelf out of the crowd, with 
deſires of enlightening and inſtructing the 
minds of thoſe that remained in it. It Was 
his reſolution in that ſtation to ſearch into 
the ſecrets of divine and human know- 
ledge, and to communicate what he ſhould 


_ obſerve. He always profeſſed, that. he - 


went out of the world, as it was man's, into 
the ſame world, as it was nature's, and as it 


woas God's. The whole compaſs of the crea- 
tion, and all the wonderful effects of the di- 


vine wiſdom, were the conſtant proſpect of 
his ſenſes, and his thoughts. And indeed he 
entered with great advantage on the ſtudies 


of nature, even as the firſt great men of an- 
tiquity did, who were generally both poets 


and philoſophers. He betook himſelf to 
its contemplation,” as well furniſhed with 
ſound judgement, and diligent obſervation, 


Ties, 
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THIS labour about natural ſcience was 


the perpetual and uninterrupted taſk of - 


that obſcure part of his life. Beſides this, 


we had Dethiedel him to look back into 


his former ſtudies, and to publiſh a dif- 
courſe concerning ſtyle. In this he had 


deſigned,” to give an account of the proper 5 


ſorts of* writing, that were fit for all man- 
ner of arguments, to compare the per- 
fections and imperfections of the authors 
of antiquity, with thoſe of this preſent age, 


and to deduce all down to the particular 


uſe of the Engliſh genius and language. 
| This ſubject he was very fit to perform: 
it being moſt proper for him. to be the 
judge, who had been the beſt practiſer. 
But he ſcarce lived to draw the firſt lines 
of it. All the footſteps that I can find 
remaining of it, are only ſome indigeſted 
characters of ancient and modern authors. 
And now. for the future, I almoſt deſpair 
Vor. I. E ever 
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F 


ever to {ee it well accompliſhed, uoleſ you, 
Sir, would give me leave to name the man 
that n undertake i it. 


4 - Sa 1 laſt. and. 3 — was 
chat which ought to be the principal to 
every wiſe man; the eſtabliſhing his mind 
in. the faith he profeſſed. He was in his 
Practice exactly obedient to the. uſe and 
precepts of our church. Nor was he in- 
clined to any uncertainty and doubt, as ab- 
horring all contention in indifferent things, 
and much more in ſaered. But he beheld 


the diviſions of chriſtendom: he ſaw how 


-many controverſies had been introduced by 


zeal or ignorance, and continued by faction. 
3 
He had therefore an earneſt intention of 


taking à review of the original principles 


of the primitive Church: believing that 
every true chriſtian had no better means 
to ſettle his ſpirit, than thar which was 


Propoſed to EN EAS and his followers, to 


be the end of their wanderings, aner, 
exguirite Mairem. 5 


| „Tann 


1 * * F 37 


. examination 3 up ſhould 
reach? to our Saviour's and the Apoſtle's. 
lives, and their immediate ſucceſſors,” for 
four or five centuries; till intereſt and po- 
licy prevailed over devotion. He hoped 
to have abſolutely compaſſed it in three or 
four years, and when that was done, there 

to have fixed for ever, without any ſhaking 
or alteration in his judgement. Indeed it 
was a great damage to our church, that 
he lived not to perform it. For very 
much of the primitive light might have 
been expected, from a mind that was en- 

dued with the primitive meekneſs and in- 
nocence. And beſides, ſuch a work com- 
ing from one that was no divine, might 
have been, very uſeful for this age; where- 
in it is one of the principal cavils againſt 
religion, that it is only a matter of intereſt, 
and only ſupported for the gain of a pare 
| ticular profeſſion. 
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Bur alas! while he was framing theſe 
N t 2 in his thoughts, they were un- 
Ne „ fortunatelß 
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„ HE LIFE OF 


fortunately cut off together with his life, 
His ſolitude, from the very beginning, had 
never agreed ſo well with the conſtitution 
of his body, as of His mind. The chief 
cauſe of it was, that out of haſte to be gone 
away from the tumult and noiſe of the 
city, he had not prepared ſo healthful a 
fituation in the country, as he might have 


done, if he had made a more leiſurable 


choice. Of this he ſoon began to find the 
inconvenience at Barn-Elms, where he was 
afflicted with a dangerous and lingring 
fever. After that, he ſcarce ever recovered 
his former health, though his mind was 
reſtored to its perfect vigour: as may be 
ſeen by his two laſt books of plants, that 
were written ſince that time, and may at 

leaſt be compared with the beft of his 
| other works. Shortly after his removal to 
Chertſea, he fell into another conſuming 
diſeafe. Having languifhed under this fot 
ſome months, he ſeemed to be pretty well 
cured of it its il 1 But in the 


r 


2 5 long 


uk a COwIE Y. 3 


ſtoppage in his bteaſt, and throat. This 
he at firſt, inegleRed, as an ordinary cold; 
And refaſed co fend, for his uſual phyſi- 


clans, tl! it was paſt "all remedies; and ſo 


in the end, after a fommighr a e it 
prove mound to him. 


1 . ing 
Tz | 


en dle weak hopes, and Frail condition 
of human nature 7 For as long as Mr. 
CowLEy was purſuing the courſe of am- 
bition, in an active life, which he ſcarce 
eſteemed his true life: he never wanted a 
conſtant health, and ſtrength of body. 
But as ſoon as ever he had found an ap- 
Portunity of beginning indeed to live, and 
to enjoy himſelf in ſecurity, his content- 
ment was firſt broken by ſickneſs, and at 
laſt his death was occaſioned by his very 
delight in the country and the fields, which 
he had long fancied above all other plea- 
ſures. But let us nat grieve at this fatal 


E 3 | accident 


long amongſt his labourers in the meadows; 
he was taken with a violent defluxion, and 
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5 accident. upon his account, leſt: we ada 
ſeem to repine at the happy change of his 


condition, and not to know that the loſs | 


of a few years, which he might longer have 
lived, will be recompenced by-an immor- 
tal memory. If we complain, let it only 
be for our own ſakes: that in him we are 
at once deprived of the greateſt natural 
and improved abilities, of the uſefulleſt 
converſation, of the faithfulleſt friendſhip, 
of a mind that practiſed the beſt- virtues 
itſelf, and a wit that was beſt able to re- 
commend them to others, 


"Hes 3 was 3 to „ Walkminiter 


Abbey by a great number of perſons of 
the moſt eminent quality, and followed 
with the praiſes of all good and learned 


men. It lies near the aſhes of CHAuckR 
and SpENSER, the two moſt famous Eng- 
liſh poets of former times. But whoever 
would do him right, ſhould not only equal 
him to the principal ancient writers of our 


- 


own nation, but ſhould allo rank his name 


amongſt 


4 


MY A. COWLEY. 68 | 
Ang the authors of the true antiquity, Ji 
che beſt of the Greeks and Romans. In 1 
that place there is a monument deſigned | 
hr him, by my Lord Duke of Buckino- | ll. 
„id teſtimony of his affection. And ity 
40 king himſelf was pleaſed to beſtow on 1 
him the beſt epitaph, when, upon the news 1 
of his death, his Majeſty declared [a], That | 1 
Mr. Cowiey bad not left a "better man be- 1 
. bini in NG OK be 11648 
1 als, Sir, is the account” that I thought #8 
fit to. preſent the world concerning him. bi 
Perhaps it may be, judged, that I have 4 
ſpent too many words on a private man, 1 
and a ſcholar: whoſe life was not remarka- =_— 
ble for ſuch a variety of events, as are My 9 
wont to be the ornaments of this kind of Kh 
relations, I know it is the cuſtom of the bl 
world to prefer the pompous hiſtories of —_— 
great men, before the greateſt virtues of oY 


la] —his Majeſty declared, &.] Which only ſhew 85 
* the curſe of PERSLUs had fallen upon that 
prince — Virtutem wideant, lala relietg ! Sat, 
ii. 35» 

E4 others, 


* * . F "Fs Wo 9 8 6 * F 5 - 
* 
1 # 
[ * 
% 
% 


56, HE LFE Of | 
others, whoſe lives have been, led. in a courſe 
lets illuſtrious. This indeed is the gene- 
ral humour. But believe it to be an er- 
ror in mens judgements. . For certainly 
that. is a more profitable inſtruction, which 
may be taken from, the eminent goodneſs, | 
of men of wer, I than that which 
xe. learn from the ſplendid repreſentations 
of the battles, and victories, and buildings, 
and ſayings of great commanders and 
princes. Such ſpecious matters, as they 
are ſeldom delivered with fidelity, ſo they 
ſerve but for the imitation of à very few, 
and rather make for the oſtentation than 
the true information of human life. Where. 
as it is from the practice of men equal to 
ourſelves, that we are more naturally taught 
how to command our paſſions, to direct 
our e Saint and to ka our MA. 


Pon this Nude I have Cage; that 
a character of Mr. CowLey- may be of 
good advantage to our nation. For what 
he wanted in Wan of honour, and the gifts 

. . 


* 


many other excellencies, which make per- 
haps leſs noiſe, but are more beneficial for 
example. This, Sir, was the principal end 
of this long diſcourſe. Beſides this, I had 
another deſign in it, that only concerns 
ourſelves; that, having this picture of his 
life ſet before us, we may ſtill keep him 
alive in our memories, and by this means 


e loſs by his death. 
'SIR, 
| Your moſt humble, 
and mo affeQionate Servant, 
p35 þ T. SPRAT. 


MR. A. COWLEY. 57 
of fortune, was plentifully ſupplied by 


may have ſome ſmall reparation, for our 
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0 c tibide 10, Sei . gene Woh, 
um immenſi pignus amoris habe, 0 


Heu, meliom tibi depromere dona volentes 
Aſtringit gratas parcior arca manus. 


Tine tui poteris vocem hic agnoſcere nati | 
Tam male formatam, diſſimilemque tuæ? 

Tine hic materni veſtigia ſacra decoris 

"Tm ſpecuham poteris hic reperire tuum ? 

Poſt longum, dices, Coulei, ſic mihi aa EY 


Sic mihi ſperanti, perfide, multa redis ? 
Quæ, dices, Sage Lemurefque Deæque, nocentes, ; 

Hunc mihi in infantis ſuppoſuere loco? 
Atty, ſancta parens, crudelis tu quoque, nati | 

a tractes dextra yulnera eruda rudi. 1 


80 E Ly E 0 1 A 
he ge quid fato genetrix accedis iniquo ? 
non bs, ipſa, noverca mihi. 71 
Si an i nat wn adoleſcere in arvo-, 
Si begs dil 0 Juxyriare ſalo, . 2 0 
Si mihi de docta Hcuiſſet pleniüs * 
| gh ingentem ſi ſatiare fitim, _ 
Non 50 W dubitabilis ore redirem, 


„ wt ©B..4 


| 805 3 ſeis quæ me e publica mundi | 
Raptattix veſtro ſpſtulit è gremio, : 
Nec pede adhuc firmo, nec firmo dente, negati 
Wee querulo murmure lactis opem. 
Sic quondam, aerium vento bellante per æquor, 4 
Cum gravidum autumnum fæva flagellat hyems, 
Immatura ſuã velluntur ab arbore poma, [FOLKS - 
Et vi victa cadunt; arbor & ipſa gemit. 
Nondum fuccus delt werbe generoſus avi, 
Nondum ſol roſeo redditur ore pater. 1 
O mihi jucundum Grantæ ſuper omnia nomen bp 
O penitùs toto corde receptus amor! 
O pulchræ ſine luxu ædes, vitæque beatæ, 8 
Splendida paupertas, ingenuüſque decor! 
O chara ante alias, magnorum nomine regum 
Digna domus! Trini nomine digna Pei! 0 
O nimium Cereris eumulati munere campi, 


Poſtlabitis Ennæ quos colt illa jugis ! 
O fac) 


DE DICATO RIA. 6. 


0 facri fontes'} & ſacræ vatibus umbræ, * 
Quas recreant avium Pieridũmque chorii 

O. Camus! Phcebo nullus quo gratior amnis? 
Amnibus auriferis invidioſus inops! ! 

Ah mihi ſi ee n e gh 
Detque Deus doctà poſſe qulete frui! 

Qualis eram, cum me tranquillà mente e 5 
Vidiſti in ripa, Came ſerene, tuã; ee 

Mulcentem audiſti puerili flumina cant: 
Ille quidem immerito, ſed tibi gratus erat. 

Nam, memini ripã cum tu dignatus utraque, 
Dignatum eſt totum verba referre nemus. 

Tunc liquidis tacitiſque ſimul mea vita diebus, 
Et ſimilis veſtræ candida fluxit aquæ. 

At nune cœnoſæ luces, atque obice multo 
Rumpitur ætatis turbidus ordo meæ. 


Quid mihi 3th wry ou, Tameſisve aut ar Thybridia 
„wn 
Tu potis es W tollere, Came, beim. 
Felix, qui nunquam plus uno viderit amne! , 
Quique eadein Salicis littora more colit! 
Felix, cui non tentatus ſordeſcere mundus, 
Et cui pavuperies nota nitere poteſt ! 
Taper cui nullo miſera experientia conflat, 
Ut res n er eſſe a e 
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At nos exemplis fortuna inſtruxit opimis, 
Et documentorum ſatque ſuperque dedit. 
Cum capite avulſum diadema, infractãque ſceptra, 
Contuſãſque hominum ſorte minante minas, 
Parcarum lados, & non tractabile fatum, 
Et verſas fundo vidimus orbis opes. 
Quis poterit fragilem poſt talia credere 1 
Infami ſcopulis naufragiiſque ma ri: 
Tu quoque in hoc terre tremuiſti, Academia, motu, 
(Nec fruſtra) atque ædes contremuere tuæ. 
Contremuere ipſæ pacatæ Palladis arces; 
Et timuit fulmen laurea ſancta novum. 
Ah quanquam iratum, peſtem hanc avertere numen, | 
Nec ſaltem bellis iſta licere, velit! 
Nos, tua progenies, pereamus; & coce, perimus! S 
In nos jus habeat: jus habet omne malum. 
Tu ſtabilis brevium genus immortale nepotum 
Fundes; nec tibi mors ipfa ſuperſtes erit : 
Semper plena manens uteri de fonte perenni, - 
= | Formoſas mittes ad mare mortis aquas. f 
$ Sic Venus humana quondam, Dea ſaucia dextri, 
=: (Namque ſolent ipſis bella nocere Deis) 
- Imploravit opem ſuperim, queſtũſque cievit, 
Tinxit adorandus candida membra cruor, 
| Quid quereris? contemne breyes ſecura dolores ; 
Nam tibi ferre necem vulnera nulla valent. 
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His Ep1Tion | in Folio, 1686. 


'T my return ey into England 2 
I met by great accident (for ſuch I 
account it to be, that any copy of it ſhould 
be extant any where ſo long, unleſs. at 
his houſe who printed it) a book entituled, 


The Iron Age, and publiſhed under my 


name, during the time of my abſence. - I 
wondered very much how one who could 
be ſo fooliſh to write ſo ill verſes, ſhould 
yet be ſo wiſe to ſet them forth as another 
man's rather than his own; though per- 
haps he might have made a better choice, 
and not fathered the baſtard upon ſuch 
a perſon, whoſe ſtock of reputation is, I 


fear, little enough for maintenance of his 


own numerous legitimate off-ſpring of that 
| [3] In 1656, 
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Find. It would 9 WO SENG leſs in- 
Jurious...t it had pleaſed che author 30, put 
. forth, ſome, of my writings: under his own 
nawe,. rather than his. own under mite; 
he bad, been in that à more pardonable 
plagiary, and had done leſs wrong by rob 
bery, then he does by ſuch a bounty; for 
nobody can be juſtified by the imputa- 

tion even of anothe s Merit and Our own 
caatſe cloaths are like to become hs bet+ 
ter, that, thaſe of Another man, thoug) 
never. ſo rich; but theſt, to; ſay, ,xhetrukh, 
wete ſo beggarly, that l barer was aſhamed 
to wear them. It was in yain for me, that 

I avoided cenſure by the conceglwent o 
my own writings, if my reputation coule 
de thus-Executtd in ele; and impoſſible 
it is for any good name to be in ſafety, 
if the malice: of witches have the power 

to eonſume and deſtroy. it in an image of 
their owt making. This indeed was ſo 
ill made, and ſo. unlike, thar 1 hope the 
eharm took no effect, 80. chat eſteem 
ee letz Prei WER , it ther; by was 
en 6 4 .: which 


- 4 


\ 


"PREFACE G 


which has been done to me ſince, almoſt 
in the fame kind; which is, the publica- 1 
tion of ſome things of mine without my 
conſent or knowledge, and thoſe ſo mangled 
and imperfect, that I could neither with 
honour acknowledge, nor with honeſty 
quite diſayow, them. Of which ſort, was 
a comedy called The Guardian, printed in 
the year 1650, but made and acted be- 
fore the Prince, in his paſſage through 
Cambridge towards Vork, at the begin- 
ning of the late unhappy war; or rather 
neither made nor acted, but rough-drawn 
only, and repeated; for the haſte was ſo 
great, that it could neither be reviſed or 
perfected by the author, nor learned with- 
out- book by the actors, nor ſet forth in 
any meaſure tolerably by the officers 6f the 
college. After the repreſentation (which, 
I confeſs, was ſomewhat of the lateſt) I 
began to. look it over, and changed it very 
much, ſtriking out ſome whole parts, as 
that of the poet and the ſoldier; but I 
have loſt the copy, and dare not think it 
Vor, J. 1 deſerves 
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deſerves the pains to write it again, which 


5 —_ 


makes me omit, it in this publicati oy 
though | there be ſome things in it whi 


L am not aſhamed of, ig the excuſe: of 
y age and ſmall; experience in human 
converſation when I made it. But as it i 
it is only the haſty frſt-fitting of a picture, 
and therefore like to reſemble me accord- 
wely. From this which has happened te 
wyſelf, 1 began to refect on the fortune 
bY almoſt all writers, and eſpecially poets, 
whoſe works (commonly. printed after their 
deaths) we find ſtuffed out, either with 
counterfeit ieces,. like falſe. money put in 
to f up he bag, though i it add 3 
to the ſum; or with fack}? which, thougt 
of their own. coin, they would haye called 
in themſelves, for the baſeneſs of the allay: 
Whether this proceed from the indiſere· 
tion of their friends, Who think a yaſt heap 
of ſtones or rubbiſh a better monument 
than a little tomb of marble, or by the un- 
worthy avarice of ſome ſkationers, 


Who are 


content. to "diminiſh" the ky 'of 92 au- 


| thor, 


- —— 


8 


*. 


- * ry 2 1 1 . 291351087 


thor, K bey may 1 be price or 
the "IE Pp and, like vintners, with ſophiſ- 
ticate mixtures, ſpoil. the whole veſſel: 


Wind, to make. 1 it yield more profit. This 


has: been tlie caſe With | SHAKESPEAR; 
Frzrchzk, Jonson, and many 5 50 


ba rt of whoſe poems * ſhould take the 
Idneſs to prune and lop Away, if the care 
of replanting them in print did belong te 


me [e] 5 neither would: 5 make any, feruple 


„ Wn.4 


to cut off from ſome the unneceſſary young 
ſuckers; and from oihers, the old Fithered 


branches; for a great. 1 8 is no more f | [5 
to live. it A vaſt volume; thin in a pig . 
die body; on the contra bs it is N 


4 more vigorous, the leſs ſpace it animateg. 


ind, a as STATIUS ſays « of lle ee 
FENTON ies ——Totos, infuſa per artus 
4 8 re bat corpore virtus. + 
1755 not ignorant, that, by ſaying this of 
others, 1 expoſe myſelf to ſome raillery, 


[4] The N aptlugy, for the Aber bäken in 
this edition, is hete made by the author himſelf. 
kai Stat. Theb, 1, i. 416. 
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for not uſing” the lame ſevere difcretion 3 in 
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myown Cale, where f it concerns me neaker: 
t though 11 ubliſh” here,” more "than in 


ſtrict Vidom ought t to have "done, "ye =] 
Hye" ſup 


ppreſt and caſt away more "than, 
mo” and, for the caſe of my elf, and 


others, have lot, + believe too, We than 


lj 15 0 0 upon theſe” conſi iderations 1 1 


800 rege 'to overcome all the 


Wy "61 in 


own modeſty, : anc 


gnances 

Fa pan theſe den to the licht and | 
SH of f the world; "not, as a thing that '*1 
appr foved of in kalk, by t as A . 
which 1 choſe” rather than to "ſtay ti ll i io 
were done for © me "by ſomebody elſe, ei- 
penis, titioufl * Biſbee, or ayowedly af 

ter, my gearh: and this will be the fore 
what reſpects he may look upon me as a 
dead, or at leaſt a dying perſon, and 1 75 
my muſe in this action, as appeating, ke 
the Emperor CHarLEs the ETD, and a- 
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when, e once fall in love with that be- 
witebigg ny we do. not uſe, to court ĩt as 
1 ede but agree 4 25.2 wi ife, and take 
it for better or. WO 2 an inſeparable 
es of 2 Whole life. But, as the 
marriages of infa ants do but rarely proſper 

no man ought t9, wonder, at. the, Hani. 
8 decay of my affection to poeſy; 
to wh bich LT had contradted myſelf o much 
under age, and ſo much to my own pre: 
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judice in regard of f oſs. more profirable 
— which I might; have made among 
the ficher ſciences... As for the portion 
which this. brings of fame, it is an eſta 
(14 ff be. any, for men are not oftener .de- 
ceived in .their HOPES of widows,. than i in 
their, opinion of, Exegi nonumentum are re. 
an ) chat "hardly Ever comes in whilſt 
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taſtical kind of reverſion, $0. on ſelves : 
neither ovght. any man 19; envy, posts this 
poſthumous and imaginary; bappincſs, ſince 
they find commonly ſo little in preſent, 
chat it may be truly applied to them, 
which St, Pau (peaks of the firſt C hriſtians, 
if "their reward; be, in this. life, they are. o 7 
ak the. mo Aral, og. 
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Aup, if; 1 in 8 5 5 foniſhing — 
they, meet With ſo ſmall encouragement, . 
What are they to, expech in rough. and 
troubled ones! b If wit be ſuch a Plant, that: 
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Hh it ſcarce, receives boar, enough. to palin | 
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1 climate,” how. can. it chooſe = Weh in, 
38 a long a and! 7 ſharp: winter? A. warlike,, var. 
rious, and a tragical age 18. beſt to write 
of, bur, worlt. to write in. And I; may, 
de} in a very. unequal Proportion, aſ- 
ſore | that ta myſelf, which was, ſpoken: by. 
Tor LL y to a much better perſon, upon o- 
caſion of the civil Wars and revolutians in 
his LF Sed, in 1e ns Brutts doleo: 
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Nkrrukx is the preſent, FRO EI 
my mind more proper than that of the 
times for this exerciſe, or rather divertiſes, 
ment. There is nothing that requires ſo 
much ſerenity and chearfulneſs of ſpirit 5 
it muſt not be either overwhelmed with, 
the cares of Tp or overcaſt with the clouds. 
of melancholy: and ſprrow, or ſhaken and 

diſtürbed' with the ſtorms of 1 injurious, for- 
tune; it muſt, like the halcyon, have fair : 
Wäthet to breed in. The ſoul” muſt. be 
fine with briglit and delig beful ideas 48, 
when r ales to communicate deli ny 
to others; which is tlie main end of 22008 
One way ſee through the ſtyle of Ovid 4. | 
. the humbled” and de jected: condition, 
of ſpirlt with” which he wrote itz there 
ſcarce remains any footltep of that genius, 
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The cold of the country bad kuucken 
through all his faculties, and beuimbed 
the very feet of. his: verſes. . He is him- 
ſelf, methinks, like one of the flories of 

his own Metamorphoſis ; and, though there 
remain ſome weak reſemblances of Ovid - 
ar Rowe, it. i bur, as he fays of Nin gh 
, vulty colon « eſt. ſine ſahgume ; : Jumina, magſtis 
Stant immota gems: nihul eft 1 a Vir 
| bas {| bonovip yi 81 id 9d 
Tpe auh is, Fprog ? Bit in at 
18 e zin good. W pie 
ther i IS. Vit leſs _cclipled led with the unguiet+ 
neſs of of mind, an, 1 l 
poſiggn of bady,, 80 that ite äs almoſk. as. 
hard 4 Ans geg ge in deſpight.of 
fortune, as it is in deſpight of nature. For 
my own; part, neither my obligations to 
the mufes, nor expectations from them are 
great, as that ſhould ſuffer. 
ah cations to be divorced, © v4 
out Jay lite HoxAGe Leb, ar di 
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L ſhall rather uſe his words in another 
Place Cal, Bus 211 3 fr Us Ilg 
iri Camenis nuper idotieus, 19914, Xi "of? 
to. Et'i miktavi non ſine gloria: * 4433 43 eh 2] . 
5151) Nunc arma\defun&umque! bells 
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And tkis reſotution of mine does che more 
befft me, becauſe my deſire has been for 
ſome years paſt (though the execution has 
been accidentally diverted) and does ſtill 
vehemently contide, to retire myſelf to 
ſome of our American pläntations, not to 
ſeek for g gold, or ten myſelf with the 
traffic of del Parts (which is the end of 
moſt men that travel thither; ſo that of 
theſe Indies it is truer than it was of the 
former, 255 110 gig: 1 | 8 „ino 


Im pit zer extrei 80) Bar _— ad Indos 
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but ta forſake t is WOT 1d for « ever, with all a 
the vanities and vexations of it, and to 
bury my ſelf there in ſome obſcure retreat 
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and philoſophy) FCN ; N 1% ih ae 
Oblitũſque meorum, obliviſeendus & illi J 


as my former author ſpeaks tod; no Has 


inticed me here, I know not how, into the 
pedantry of this heap of Latif fertencks. 
And L think Dr. POꝰY]ꝰI 's S in 4 
gnave is not more uſeleſs and viditulouss 
than poetry woud- be 1 in tkat retirements” 
As this thefefore is in a true ſenſe a kind 
of death to the muſes, and a real literal” 
quitting of- this world: ſo, methinks; 1 
may make a juſt claim to: the undoubted 
pfivilege-of deceaſed ports; which is, obe 
rad with more favourf than the living 5 55 | 
" Tan elt ut placeant'tibi; Perive bl. * 
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i been forced for; my out ner 
ceſſary Juſtification. to trouble the reader S 
with this long diſcourſe of the reaſons why 
1 trouble him alſo with all the reſt of the 
book; I hall only add ſomewhat con- 


cerning the ſeveral parts of it, and ſome 


other Pieces, which . I have thought fit to 


I Hor. 1 Ep. xi. 9. Li] Martial. I. viii. ep. 60. 
3 | . reject 
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ten years, till after en! for even ſo 


far back ward there remain yet ſome traces 


of 11 me in the litde foorſteps' of à chili; 3. 


which, though they were then locked upon 1 


as commendable extravagances in a 

(men ſetting a, value upon any kind of 
fruit, before the uſual ſeaſon of it) yet 1 
would be loth to be bound now to read 
them all over myſelf; and therefore ſnould 
do ill to expect that patience from others. 
Beſides, they have already paſt througn. 
ſeveral editions, which is a longer life than 


uſes to be enjoyed by infants that are barn 


before the ordinary terms. They had the 
good fortune then to find the world ſo. 
indulgent (for, conſidering the time of their 


production, who could be ſo hard-hearted 
to be ſevere ?) that I. ſcarce. yet appre- 
hend ſo much to be cenſured for them, 
as for not having made advances after- 


wards proportionable to the ſpeed of my 


ang oon; and am obliged coc in a man- 


ner 


reject in this publication: as firſt; all thoſe 
which F wrote at ſchool, from the age of 
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have dhe real excuſe of the honeſteſt Tort 


reaching > as far as "the firſt battle of, New- 
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er by. diſcretion to 1 and ſu Ppreſs 
t eit . romiſes and inſtruments Wes: 

1 San and, whereby 1 \ſtood eng 
Ty, more than T have been able 10 - 
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of bunktupts, which! 18, to habe been made 
un{ttvable; not ſo much by their own neg 
ligenite | aud int huſbandry, a8 by forme 1 


torious accidents and Publ difaſterß. In 


the next Place, 1 have caſt away all ſych 5 
pieces as 1 w wrote. during che time ef the 
late tro ubles, v with h any rela tion to the dif. 
ferences that. cauſed them FE as, among 
others, three” books, of the civil war ele 
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As for the puny book, it "conſiſts. of 
four parts: the firſt is a Miſcellany of ſe- 
veral ſubjects, and ſome of them made 
when I was very young, which it is per 1 
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what chance 1 have: kept copies. gf 
for they are but a ve ry few in com- 
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fink they have no extraordinary Auge 
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Without paying g ſome duties, and obliging 


later they muſt all | paf through. that oi 
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do bf BREA, for a feu Uſes bonne ts 
_ edtypoſel by him in his youth.” It i is not in 

this ſenſe that poeſy i is ſaid to be a kind of 
Painting; it is not the picture of the pver, 
but of things and perſons imagined by Him. 
He may be in his own practice and diſ- 
Poſition a philoſopher, nay à Roic, and yet 
ſpeak yn ol With the f ſoftneſs of 0 
amorous Sappho unten of 8 

Feret & rubus aſper Amomum 7 


He profeſſes too much the uſe of fables 
(though without the malice of deceiving} 
to 205 his. teſtimony taken eyen againſt 
1 5 Neither would I here be miſs 

underſtood, ag if 1 affected ſo. much gra- 
Vity, as to be aſhamed to be thought reals 
ly in love. On the ,contrary, I cannot 


have a et opinion of any man, who is 
not at leaſt capable of being ſo. But 1 
fpeak it to excuſe ſome expreſſions (if 


doch there be) which may happen to of- 
fend che ſeverity of fapercilious readets; 
for much excels is to be allowed in love, 
and even more in poetry; fo we avoid 
TER [#} Virg Rel i $9. 


NEF 4, CE „ 


the two aids vices in both. which 
are obſcenity ang prophaneneſs, fx 


—_— 


J am ſurę, if my, wotds be ever guy 


V have ill repreſented my thoughts and 
inteptions., And if, notwichſtanding al 
this, the lightneſs of the matter here |dif- 
Pleaſe any body; he may find wherewithak 
70 content his more ſeriqus inclinations in 
the, =o 294i n -s * . en 
eee, 4601 F 0. ed en FH 


Sy 7 £4 4 none » 


F (3 v1 
Fon, ns foe 95 10 Pindaric Odes (which i 
third part) I am in great doubt whether 
they will be underſtood dy maſt readerys 
nay, even. by very many Who arg well 
enough acquainted with the cc roadp 
and ordinary tracks of poeſy. They ei her 
are, or at leaſt were meant to be, of that 
kind of ſtyle which Dion, HaridaRRas- 
sxus calls, Meſanoputs 15 16y 14 deu r- 


and which he attributes to Al cus: the 


digteſſions are many, and ſudden, and 
Ometimes long, according to the faſhion 
all: lyriques, and of Pixpar above 
* men "YE. Wh N 10 are un- 
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uſual and bold, even to temerity, and 


ſuch as I durſt not have to do withal in 


any other kind of poetry: the numbers 
are various and irregular, and ſometimes 
(eſpecially ſome of the long ones) ſeem 
Harſh and uncouth, if the juſt meaſures 


and cadences be not obſerved in the pro- 


nunciation. So that almoſt all their ſweet- 
neſs and numeroſity (which is to be found, 
if I miſtake not, in, the rougheſt, if rightly 
repeated) lies in a manner wholly at the mer- 
ey of the reader. I have briefly deſcribed 


the nature of theſe verſes, in the Ode en- 


tituled, The Reſurrefion : and though the 


| liberty of them may incline a man to be- 
deve them eaſy to be compoſed, yet the 


undertaker will find 1 it otherwiſe — 


| „ quivis . : 
ee idem, multum ſudet, * laboret 
| ae idem [y. 


I come now to the lat part, ee is 


Duauvideis, or an heroical poem of the trou- 
Ples of R which I e into 


[7] Hor. A. P. 240. 
twelve 


- 


* R A FA C YE : 81 


twelve. * not for the tribes ſalce, hut 
after the pattern of dur maſter VOII 
andi intended to cloſe all with that moſt 
pogtieal: and excellent elegy of Davap on 
the death of Sau and Joxarnam: for I 
had n mind to carry him quite onto his 
anointing at Hebroo, becauſe it is the 
cuſtam of heroic opdets (as we ſes by the 
| examples of Howe: and Vi Ran, wham 
we; hould do ilh tal; forſake! to imitatè 
others) never ta come sto the full bench f 
theif ſtory; but ovly! fo near, that every 
one, may ſee iti; as men commonly play” 
not out the game, when it is evident that: 
they can win it, but lay down theiv cards;: 
and take up what they have won. Thigh 


I ſay, was the Whole deſign, in which? 


there are many noble and fertile argu- 
ments b hind, BS, the barbarous cruelty 
of Saul to the prieſts at Nob, the ſeveral 
flights and eſcapes of Daviy, with the 
manter of his living in the Wilderneſs, 


the funeral of Samyzr, the love of AbiGAL, 
then ſacking of 2g, the loft and de 
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covery of Davip's wives from the Amale- 
kites, the witch of Endor, the war with 
the Philiſtines, and the battle of Gilboa; 
all which I meant to interweave upon 
ſeveral occaſions, with moſt of the il- 
luſtrious ſtories of the Old Teſtament, 
and to embelliſh with the moſt remark- 
able antiquities of the Jews, and of other 
nations before or at that age. But I have 
had neither leiſure hitherto, nor have ap- 
petite at preſent to finiſh the work, or ſo 
much as to reviſe that part which is done 
with that care which I reſolved. to. beſtow 
upon it, and which the dignity of the mat- 
ter well deſerves. - For what worthier ſub- 
ject could have been choſen among all 
the treaſuries of paſt times, than the life 
of this young prince; who from ſo ſmall 
beginnings, through ſuch infinite troubles 
and oppoſitions, by ſuch miraculous vir- 
tues and excellencies, and with ſuch in- 
comparable variety of wonderful actions 
and accidents, became the greateſt mo- 
en that ever ſat on * moſt famous 

| throne 


18 


r 8; 


throne of the whole earth ? Whom ſhould 


a poet more juſtly ſeek to honour, than 
the higheſt perſon who ever honoured his 


profeſſion ? whom a Chriſtian poet, rather 
than the man after Gop's own heart, and 
the man who' had that ſacred pre-eminence 


above all other princes, to be the beſt 


and mightieſt of that royal race from whence 
Chriſt himſelf, according to the fleſh, 


diſdained not to deſcend? When 1 con- 


ſider this, and how many other bright and 
magnificent ſubjects of the like nature 
the holy ſcripture affords and proffers, 
as it were, to poeſy, in the wiſe managing 
and illuſtrating whereof, the glory of God 
Almighty might be joined with the fi in- 


gular utility and nobleſt delight of man- 
kind; it is not without grief and indig- 


nation that I behold that divine ſcience 


employing all her inexhauſtible riches of. 
wit and eloquence, either in the wicked 


and beggarly flattery of great perſons, or 
the unmanly idolizing of fooliſh women, 
or the wretched affectation of ſcurril 
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Janghter, or at- beſt on the confaſed ans 


tiquated dreams of ſenſeleſs fables and 
metamorphoſes. Amongſt all holy and con- 
ſecrated things, which the devil ever ſtole 
and alienated from the ſervice of the Deity ; 
as altars, temples, ſacrifices, prayers, and 
the like; there is none that he ſo uni- 
verſally, and ſo long uſurpt, as Poetry. 
It is time to recover it out of the tyrant's 
hands, and to reſtore it to the Kingdom 
of God, who is the father of it. It is 


time to baptize it in Jordan, for it will 


never become clean by bathing in the 


water of Damaſcus. T here wants, me- 
thinks, but the converſion of chat, and the 


Jews, for the accompliſhment. of the king- 
dom of Chriſt. And as men, before their 
receiving of the faith, do not vithout 


ſome carnal reluctancies apprehend the 
bonds and fetters of it, but find it after- 


wards to be the trueſt and greateſt liberty: 


it will fare no otherwiſe with this art, 
after the regeneration of it; it will meet 
with wonderful variety of new, more beau- 


tiful, 


re 


tiful, and more delightful ent! neither 
will it want room, by being confined to 
heaven. There is not fo great a lye to 
be found in any poet, as the vulgar con- 
ceit of men, that lying is eſſential to good 
poetry. Were there never ſo wholeſome 
nouriſhment to be had (but alas, it breeds 
nothing but diſeaſes) out of theſe boaſted 
feaſts - of love and fables ; ; yet, methinks, 
the unalterable continuance of the diet 
ſhould make us nauſeate it: for it is al- 
moſt impoſſible to ſerve up any new diſh 


of that kind. They are all but the 


cold-meats of the antients, new. heated, 
and new ſet forth. I do not at all won- 
der that the old poets made ſome rich 
crops out of theſe grounds; the heart of 


the foil was not then wrought out with 


_ continual tillage : but what can we expect 
now, who come a gleaning, not after the 
firſt” reapers, but after the very beggars ? 
Beſides, though thoſe mad ſtories of the 
gods and heroes ſeem in themſelves ſa 
ridiculous 3 yet they were then the whole 
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body (or rather chaos) of the theology o 
thoſe times. They were believed by all 
but a few philoſophers, and perhaps ſome 
atheiſts, and ſerved to good purpoſe among 
the vulgar (as pitiful things as they are), 
in ſtrengthening the authority of law with 
the terrors of conſcience, and expectation 
| of certain rewards, and unavoidable pu- 
niſhments. There was no other religion; 
and therefore that was better than none at 
all. But to us, who have no need of 
. them, to us, who deride their folly, and 
are wearicd with their impertinencies; they 
| ought to appear no better arguments for 
verſe, than thoſe of their worthy ſucceſſors, 
the. knights errant, What can we ima- 
gine more proper for the ornaments of 
wit or learning in the ſtory of Dzvcarion 
than in that of Noan ? Why will not the 
actions of Sameson afford as plentiful 
matter as the labours of HERCULES? Why 
is not IEFTHA“Ss daughter as good a wo- 
man as IPpHIGENIA? and the friendſhip of 
Davip and Joxarnax more worthy cele- 

2 | bration 


bration than that of TRRESBUS and PRRT- 


rhous? Does not the paſſage of Moszs 
and the Ifraclites into the Holy Land 


yield incomparably more poetical variety 
than the voyages of ULysszs or EN EAS? 
Are the obſolete thread - bare tales of Thebes 
and Troy half ſo ſtored with great, he- 
roical and ſupernatural actions (ſince verſe 
will needs find or make ſuch) as the wars 
of Joshua, of the Judges, of David, and 
divers others? Can all the transformations 
of the gods give ſuch copious hints to 
flouriſn and expatiate on, as the true mira- 
cles of Chriſt, or of his prophets and 
apoſtles? What do I inſtance in theſe few 
particulars? All the books of the Bible 
are either already moſt admirable and ex- 
alted pieces of poeſy, ar are the beſt mate- 
rials in the world for it, Yet, though they 
be in themſelves ſo proper to be made uſe 
of for this purpoſe; none but a good 
artiſt will know how to do it : neither muſt 


we think to cut and poliſh diamonds with 


=. little pains and ſkill as we do marble. 
| G + | - On 
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83 THEAUTHOR'S 
For, if any man deſign to comple" a 


ſacred poem, by only turning a ſtory of 
the ſcripture, like Mr. QuarLes's, or 


ſome other godly matter, like Mr. Hzv- 
woop of angels, into rhyme; he is fo 
far-from elevating of poeſy, that he only 
abaſes divinity. In brief, he who can 
write a prophane poem well, may write 
a divine one better; but he who can do 
that but ill, will do this much worſe. 


The ſame fertility of invention; the ſame 


wiſdom of diſpoſition ; the ſame - judge- 
ment in obſervance of decencies ; the ſame 
luſtre and vigor of elocution ; the ſame 
modeſty and majeſty of number ; briefly, 
the ſame kind of habit, is required to 
both : only this latter allows better ſtuff, 
and therefore would look more deform- 
edly, ill dreſt in it. J am far from aſ- 
fuming to myſelf to have fulfilled the 
duty of this weighty undertaking: but 
fure I am, there is nothing yet in our 
language (nor perhaps in any) that is 
in any degree anſwerable to the idea that 

I con- 
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A called the Guardian, 
| and. made by me when I was very 
young, was acted, formerly at Cambridge, 
and ſeveral times after privately during 
the troubles, as I am told, with good ap- 
probation, as it has been lately too at 
Dublin. There being many things in it 


[a] This comedy has a great deal of merit, The 8 
dialogue is eaſy enough, and many of the ſcenes 
pleaſant. And, though the conduct of the drama be | 
not that which the beſt critics have preſcribed; 1 
ſhould, perhaps, have inſerted the Cutter of Coleman-, 
freet in the preſent collection, if, agreeably to the 
plan and purpoſe of this publication, I could have 
found room for ſo long a work. However, the Preface 
could by no means be omitted, as it ſerves to let 
us into the writer's character, and is 9 through; 
out, in his own ſpirit. 

which 
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which I diſliked, and finding myſelf for 
ſome days idle, and alone in the country, 
1 fell upon the changing of it almoſt 
wholly, as now it is, and as it was played 
ſince at his Royal * theatre under 
this new name. It met at the firſt repre- - 
ſentation with no favourable reception ; 
and I think there was ſomething; of faction 
againſt it, by the early appearance of ſome 
mens diſapprobation before they had ſeen 
enough of it to build their diſlike upon 
their judgement. Afterwards it got ſome 
ground, and found friends as well as ad- 
verſaries. In which condition 1 ſhould 
willingly let it die, if the main imputation 
under which it ſuffered had been ſhor only 
againſt my wit or art in theſe matters, 
and not directed againſt the tendereſt parts 
of human reputation, good-nature, good- 
manners, and piety itſelf. The firſt cla- 
mour which ſome malicious perſons raiſed,, 
and made a great noiſe with, was, that 
it was a piece intended for abuſe and ſa- 
tire againſt the "_ s party, Good God! | 
againſt 
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againſt 'the king's party? After having 
ſerved. it twenty years, during' all the time 
of their misfortunes and afflictions; I muſt 
be a very raſh ,and imprudent perſon, if I 
choſe out that of their reſtitution to hegin 
a quarrel with them. I. muſt be too much 
a madman to be truſted with ſuch an edged 
tool as comedy. But firſt, why ſhould 
either the whole party (as it was once diſ- 
tinguiſhed by that name, which I hope is 
aboliſhed now by univerſal loyalty), or any 
man cf virtue or honour in it, believe them- 
ſelves injured, or at all concerned, by the 
repreſentation of the faults and follies of a 
few who in the general diviſion of the na- 
tion had crouded in among them? In all 
mixed numbers (which is the caſe of par- 
ties) nay, in the moſt entire and continued 
bodies, there are often ſome degenerated 
and corrupted parts, which may be caſt 
away from that, and even cut off from this 
unity, without any infection of ſcandal to 
the remaining body. The church of Rome, 
wich all her arrogance, and her wide pre- 
1 tences 
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enchanted? 


| Poſſible to be ſo good as that 30 110 eld 
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ences of certainty in all truths, and exemp- 
vow! Fri ul errors, does not elap on this 
mour of infallibility upon all 

her particular ſubjefts, nor is offended at 


the reproof of her greateſt doctors. We 


are not, I hope, become ſuch Puritans our- 


fſelves, as to aſſume the name of the con- 


gregation of the ſpotleſs. It is hard = 
any party to be ſo ill as that no good, im 


de found among them. And it wal bee 
the perpetual privilege of ſatire and come- 


dy, to pluck their vices and follies, though 


not their perſons, out of the fanctuary of 


any title. A cowardly ranting ſoldier, an 


ignorant charlstanical doctor, 4 fooliſh 
cheating lawyer, a filly pedantical ſcholar, 
have always been, and ſtill are, the principal 


ſubjects of all comedies, without any ſean- 


dal given to thoſe honourable profeſſions, 
or even taken by their ſevereſt profeſſors. 


And, if any good phyſician or divine ſhould 


de offended with me here for inveighing 
n a — or for — Deacon 
7 Soaker 


— 


for no other purpoſe but to ſhow tlie world, 
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Soaker too often in the butteries, nay, re» 


ſpect and reverence to their callings would 
make me troubled at their diſpleaſure, but 
I could. not abſtain fim taking them for 
very choleric and quarrelſome perſons.” 


What does this therefore amount to, i ĩt 
were true which is objectedꝰ But it is; far 


from being ſa; for the tepreſentation of 
two ſharks: about the town (feHows: merry 
and ingenious. enough, and therefore ad : 


mitted into better companies than they de- 


ſerye, yet withal two very ſcoundrels; which 
is no unfrequent character at London), 


the repreſentation, I ſay, of theſe as pre- 


tended officers: of the royal army, was made 


mitted by aliens, who only uſurped that 
name, and endeavoured to cover the re- 


| Pproachoof their indigency, or infamy of their 


actions, with ſo honourable a title. So that 

the buſineſs was not here to correct or cut 

＋1 any natural branches, though never 10 
corrupted 
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corrupted or luxuriant, but to ſeparate and 

caſt away that vermin, which, by ſticking 
ſo cloſe to them, had done great and con- 
ſiderable prejudice hoth to the beauty and 
fertility of the tree; and this is plainly 
ſaid, and as often inculcated, as if one 
ſhould write round about a ſign, 'This-is a 
dog, This is à dog, out of over- much cau- 
tion leſt ſome might happen to miſtake it 
for a lion. Therefore, when this calummy 
could not hold (for the caſe is clear, and 
will take no colour), ſome others ſought 
out a ſubtler hint to traduee me upon the 
ſame ſcore, and were angry that the per- 
ſon whom I made a true gentleman, and 
one both: of conſiderable quality and ſuf- 
ferings in the royal party, ſhould not have 
a fair and noble character throughout, 
but ſhould ſubmit in his great extremi- 
ties to wrong his niece for his own relief. 
This is a refined exception, ſuch as I lit- 
tle foreſaw, nor ſhould, with the dulneſs 
of my uſual charity, have found out againſt 
Rr: man in twenty N The truth 
39 4 18, 
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i, 1 did not "intend the charäcker bf 4 
hero, one of exemplary virtue, and, 28 
Homzx often terms ſuch men, ubblamea” 
ble, but an ordinary jo gentleman, com TY 
monly called a good. fellow, one” not 10 
conſcientious as to ſtarve rather than vo. 
the leaſt in jury, and yet endowed” Vith cy 4 
much eue of honour, as to refuſe, oben 
that neceſſit Was removed, the gain of 
five thouſand pounds, which! | he e W 
have taken from his niece by the rigour 
of à forfeiture: and let the frankneſs of 
this latter generoſity ſo exp ate” for the 5 
former frailty, as may make # not aſham- | 
ed of his company; for, if his true metal : 
is but equal to his allay, it will not in- 
deed render him one of the fineſt ſort of 
men, but it will make him current, for 
aught 1 know, in any party that ever yet Y 
was in the world. If you be to chuſe 
parts for a comedy out of any noble of 
elevated rank of perſons, the moſt proper 4 
for that work are the worſt” of that Kind. 
Comedy is humble of her nature, and 

"9 8 "© BY has 
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| has, ay been bred low, ſo that ſhe 
knows not how to. behave herſelf with the 


great and accompliſhed. She does not 
pretend to the briſk and bold qualities of 
wine, but to the ſtomachal acidity of 


vinegar, and therefore is beſt placed among 
that "fort of people which the Romans 
call, The les of Romulus. If 1 had de. 
_ Ggned- here the celebration of the virtues 
of our friends, I would have made the 


ſcene. nobler where I intended to erect 
their ſtatues. They ſhould have ſtood in 
odes, and tragedies, and epic poems (nei- 
ther have I totally omitted thoſe great 
teſtimonies of my eſteem of them) — Sed 


nunc non erat his locus, &c. 


Aup ſo much for this little way * 


jection, which a man cannot ſee without a 


magnifying-glaſs. . The next is enough to 


knock a man down, and accuſes me of no 


leſs than prophaneneſs. Prophane, to deride 


the hypocriſy of thoſe men whoſe ſkulls. arc 


** yet bare upon the . ſince the pub- 


lic 


ASL 
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he and juſt puniſhment of it? But there 


is ſome imitation of ſcripture-phraſes: God 
forbid; there is no tepreſentation of the 
true face of ſeripture but only of that 
vizard which theſe h hypocrites (that is, by 
interpretation, actors with a vizard) draw 


upon it. Is it prophane to ſpeak of Ha- 


NIsox's return to life again, when forme 
of his friends really profeſſed their belief 
of it, and he himſelf. had been faid to pto- 
miſe it? A man may be ſo imprudently / 
ſcrupulous as to find prophaneneſs in any 
thing, either ſaid or written, by apphy in 
it under ſome ſimilitude or other to ſo! 
expreſſions in ſcripture. This nicety is 
both vain and endleſs. But I call God 
to witneſs, that, rather than one tittle fhobld 
remain among all my writings, which, E 
cording to my ſevereft' judgement, ſhotfd 
be found guilty of the crime objected, 
would myſelf burn and extinguiff them 


all together. Nothing is ſo deteſtabiy ed 


and wretchleſs as the deriſion of things 
—_ and would be in me more unpar- 
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ns than any man elſe, who have en- 
deavoured to root out the ordinary weeds 
of poetry, and to plant it almoſt wholly 
with divinity. Im fo; far from allow- 
ing any looſe or irreverent expreſſions, in 
matters. of that religion which I believe, 
that I am very tender in this point, even 
for the groſſeſt errors of conſcientious per- 
ſons; they are the propereſt object (me- 
thinks) both of our pity and charity too; 
they are the innocent and white ſectaries, 
in compariſon. of another kind, Who en- 
graft pride. upon ; ignorance, tyranny upon 
liberty, and upon all their hereſies, treaſon 
and rebellion. Theſe are principles ſo 
deſtructiye to the peace and ſociety of 
mankind, that they deſerve to be purſued 
by our ſerious hatred; and the putting a 
maſk of ſanctity upon ſuch devils, is ſo 
ridiculous, that it ought to be expoſed to 
contempt and laughter. They are in- 
deed prophane, who counterfeit the ſoft- 
neſs of the voice of holineſs, to diſguiſe 
the roughneſs of the hands. of impiety; 
e e and 
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and not they, who, with! reverence to the 
„thing which others diſſemble, deride no- 
thing but their diſſimulation. If ſome 
piece of an admirable artiſt ſhould be 111 
copied, even to ridiculouſnefs, by an ig- 
norant hand; and another painter ſhould 
undertake to draw that copy, and make it 
yet more ridiculous, to ſhew apparently 
the difference of the two works, and de- 
formity of the latter; will not every man 
ſce plainly, that the abuſe is intended to 
the fooliſh imitation, and not. to the ex- 
cellent original? ? I might ſay much more, 
to confute and confound this 'very oY, 
and malicious accuſation ; but this 

enough, I hope, to clear the matter, NE: 
is, I am afraid, too much for a preface 
to a work of ſo little conſideration. 55 


As for all other bt which have 

been, or may be made againſt the invention 

or elocution, or any thing elſe which comes 

under the critical juriſdiction; let it ſtand 

or r fall as it can anſwer for itſelf, for I do 
1 H 3 = not 


192 . PREFACE TO THE. 


not ay the great ſtreſs of my reputation 
upon a ſtructure of this nature, much leſs 
upon the ſlight reparations only of an old 
and unfaſhianable building. There is no 
writer but may fail ſometimes in point of 
wit; andi it is no leſs frequent for the au- 
ditors to fail in 17 5 of judgement. 1 

perceive plainly, daily experience, that 
Fortune is miſtreſs * the theatre, as TuLLY 
lays it is of all popular aſſemblies. No 
man can tell ſometimes from whence the 
inviſible winds riſe that move them. There 
are a multitude of people, who are truly 

and only ſpectators at a play, without any 
uſe of their vnderſtanding; and theſe carry 
it ſometimes by the ſtrength of their num- 
bers. There are others, who uſe their un- 
derſtandings too much; who think it A 
fien of weakneſs and ſtupidity, to let any 
thing paſs by them unattacked, and that 
the honour of their judgements (as ſome 
brutals imagine of their courage) conſiſts 
ip quarrelling with every thing. We are 

e wonderfi ul wiſe . and have 
a fine 


oy 
111 
4 re 
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a ſine buſineſs of it, we, who ſpend our 
time in poetry: 1 do ſometimes laugh, and 
am often angry with myſelf, when T think 

on it; and if I had a ſon inclined by 
nature to the ſame folly, I believe I ſhould 


bind him from it, by the ſtricteſt conjura- 


tions of a paternal bleſſing. For what can 


be more ridiculous, than to labour to 


give men delight, whilſt they labour, on 
their part, more earneſtly, to take offence ? 
Ta expoſe one's ſelf voluntarily and frankly 
to all the dangers of that narrow paſſage 
to unprofitable fame, which is defended 
by rude multitudes -of the ignorant, and 
by armed troops of the malicious? If we 
do ill, many diſcover it, and all deſpiſe 
us; if we do well, but few men find it 
out, and. fewer entertain it kindly. If we 
commit errors, there is no pardon; if we 
could do wonders, there would be but 


little thanks, and that too extorted from 
n givers. 


Bur ſome belege may ſay, Was it 
not always thus? do you expect a par- 
H 4 ticular 
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ticular privilege, that was never yet en- 
joyed by any poet? were the ancient 
Græcian, or noble. Roman authors, was 
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Qui multis melior 0 quam tu, fait; probe, rebud, 


| who was, in many things, thy better 
far, thou impudent pretender ? ? as Was 
faid by LucreTivs to a perſon, who 
took it ill that he was to die, though he 
had ſeen ſo many do it before him, 
who better deſerved immortality: and this 
is to repine at the natural condition of a 
living poef, as he did at that of a living 
mortal. I do not only acknowledge the 
pre-eminence of Vigo (whoſe footſteps 
I adore), but ſubmit. to many of his Roman 
brethren); and I confeſs, that even they, 
in their own times, were not ſo ſecure 
from the aſſaults of detraction (though 
Horace brags at laſt, Jam dente minus 
mordeor invido); but then the barkings of 
a few were drowned in the applauſe of all 
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the reſt of the world, and the poiſon of 
their bitings extinguiſhed. by the antidote 
of great rewards and great encourage- 
ments, which is a way of curing now out 
of uſe; and I really profeſs, that I neither 
expect, nor think I deſerve it. Indolency 


would ſerve my turn inſtead of pleaſure; 


but the caſe is not ſo well; for though I 
comfort myſelf with ſome aſſurance of the 
favour and affection of very many candid 
and good - natured (and yet too judicious 
and even critical) perſons; yet this I do 
affirm, that from all which I have writ- 
ten I never received the leaſt benefit, or 
the leaſt advantage, but, on the contrary, 


have felt ſometimes the effects of malice 


and misfortune. 
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And all, that is not above fate. 


elf, that tyrant of my days, 


Hence love h 
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Come, my beſt friends, my books, and lead me ons 
Tis time that I were gone. 


Welcome, great Stagirite, and teach me now 1 

All I was born to know. 

Thy ſcholar's vict'ries thou doſt far out-do : 

He conquer d th earth; the whole world, you [%] 
Welcome, learn'd Giderdh whoſe bleſt tongue and wit 
| Preſerves Rome's greatneſs yet. 

Thou art the firſt of orators ; only he, 
| Who beſt can praiſe thee, next muſt ho [el. 
Welcome the Mantuan ſwan, Virgil the wiſe, 


Whoſe verſe walks higheſt, but not flies [4]. 


[3] He conquered tb earth; the whole wvorld, von.] Earth, 
means this habitable geber world, the ſyſtem of uni- 
verſal nature. But the compliment is not a little ex- 
travagant? like that of Mr. Pope to Newton — 3 


& God faid, Let Newton be, and all was light“ Y 
— for which the Poet is very 485 5 0 * his 
learned Commentator. 2187 onls 1's 1 
Ce] — only he, | 
Who beff can praiſe thee, next muſt be. TL» he muſt be only 
next; for none but Cicero himſelf was equal to the ſub. 
jet. The poet glances at.wbat Livy ſaid of the great 
Roman orator — vir magnus, acer, memorabilis, et in 
cujus laudoꝭ ſequendas. Cicerone laudatore opus fuerit. | A frag- 
ment, preſerved by the elder Seneca. 
[4] M boſe werſe walks higheſt, but not fies.] i. e. which 
_— Nin the limits of nature, and is ſublime” without 
Who 
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Who Wee green poeſy to her perkect age; 3 
And made that art, which was a rage. . bs 
Tell me, ye mighty three, what hall 1 1805 
To be like one of you. l 
But ye have climb'd the mountains 5 top, there fir” ab 
On the calm flouriſhing head of it, e 
And, whilſt with wearied ſteps we * go, 
See yo, and clouds below. pe 1 1 


bee ese eee eee 


0: N 
N WI I. 


FELL me, O tell, what kind of thing; RW 
3 W maſter art of . 1. 


being extravagant. Virgil s epic Muſe i 1s here july cha- 

racterized: the | Lyric, is a ſwan of another ory of 

which the poet ſays nobly, elſewhere — : 2 
« Lo, how th' obſequious wind and fivelling : air 

- „The Theban ſwan does upwards bear 

& Into the walks of clouds, where he does play, hs 

And with extended wings opens his liquid way.” 

| Findaric Odes. The pra ſe of Piader, 
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8 firſt matter loves variety les; . 
Leſs women love 't, either in love or dreſs ber! 
A thouſand different ſhapes it bears, 
Comely in thouſand ſhapes appears. 
Yonder we ſaw it plain; and here tis now, 
Like ſpirits in a place, we know not how. 


2. 


nn that vents of faiſe ware fo much fore, 


In no ware deceives us more, 

Fo or men led by the colour, and the "pri 

Like Zeuxes' birds fly to the painted grape; 
Some things do through our Judgement paſs 
As through a multiplying glaſs. 

And ſometimes, if the obje& be too far, 

We take a falling meteor for a ſtar, 


Hence tis, a wit, that greateſt word of fame, 
Grows ſuch a common name. 


-F We ſhould now ſay, to avoid the diogrrable con- | 


traction, — 


e Lefs women love it, or in love, or dreſs.” 
Rut our poet affected theſe contractions, and, if we may 
believe the writer of his life, fancied they gave a ſtrength 
and energy to his verſe,” The truer reaſon for his uſe of 
them, was, that he found them in faſhion, us 
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And wits by our creation they become, NTT” 
Juſt ſo, as titular biſhops made at — 0 of 
Tis not a tale, *tis not a jeſt 
Admir'd with laughter at a feaſt, 
Nor florid talk, which can that title gains 
The proofs of wit for ever muſt remain. 


| gy 

Tis not to force 30 lifeleſs Verler meet 

With their five gouty feet. 

All every where, like man's, muſt be Ti foul, 

And reaſon the inferior powers controul. 
Such were the numbers, which could call 
The ſtones into the Theban wall. 

Such miracles are ceas' d; and now we ſee 


No towns or houſes [f] rais'd by poetry. 


Yet, 'tis not to adorn, and gild each part: 
That ſhows more coft, than art. 7 . „ : 
Jewels at noſe and lips but ill appear; 55 
Rather, than all things, wit, let none be there. | 
Several lights will not be ſeen, _ 
If there be nothing elſe between. 


[F] Houſes] Here uſed in the' double * of * bs, | 
properly fo — and of Families. 1 
en 
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"Tis not, anna like n make up _— 
eſts for Dutch men, and Engliſh boys. 
In which who finds out wit, the ſame may ſee 

In anagrams and acroſtics, poetry. % 

Much leſs can that have any place 

At Which a virgin hides her face; 3 
Such drofs the fire muſt purge away ; : "Lis {2 
The PTS bluſh, there, x where * the reader muſt, 


x / 
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"Tis not a lines as almoſt crack the ſtage, 
When.” Bajazet egy to rage. 


[2] This idea has been borrowed by Mr. Addiſon, and 


applied, with much. elegance, to our poet himſelf, "Yor, 
ſpeaking of Mr. Cowley” s wit, he ſays — 


One glitt'ring thought no ſooner ſtrikes our eyes : 
« With. filent wonder, but new wonders rife : 
« As in the milky WAY A ſhining. 1 
„ Oferflows the heavin s with one continued light; 3 
„That nota ſingle hee can ſhew his rays, 
8 Whilſt, t jointly all promote the common blaze.” | 

| Account of E 5 s to Mr. H. 8. 

Nor 


MR. A. COWLE V. 113 
Nor a tall metaphor in the bombaſt way 
Nor the dry chips of ſhort · lung d Seneca e A 10 5 
Nor upon all things to'obtrude 
And force ſome odd ſimilitude. Fo 
What is it then, which, like the power divine, al 
We only can by negatives define [Ul WP ys COT Te: 
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TO THE. LORD FALKLAND. Fi 


F or his ſafe Returm from the Werhshes Dope | 
dition * the SCOTS LY 


4.38 
I 


—_ 


REAT 1s thy BY O North be wiſe and jt, | 
England commits her Falkland to thy truſt ; < oy 


0 — ſhort-lung'd Seneca.) Meaning his ſhort "TOO 
as if he had not breath enough to ſerve him for longer — 
anhelanti fmilis Vet, in another ſenſe, he is, perhaps, the 
moſt long-winded author of antiquity. For, as Mr. Bayle 
has well obſerved, “. Il n'y a guere d ecrivain dont le verbiage 
« ſoit plus grand que celui de Seneque: Cicero mettroĩt 

dans une periode de ſix lignes ce que Seneque dit dans 
< ſia periodes qui tiennent halt ou neuf N mAb Ln. 
t. 11. p. 150. 

l] The two coneluding ſtanzas of this ode are : onditted. 

Le] Againſt the Scots, ] In 1639, Conſequently the poet 

Vor. I. 1 Return 
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Return him ſafe: learning would . 
Her Bodley, or her Vatican, to loſes; fs 
All things, that alot rin ined thre. 
In his unbounded breaſt engraven are. 


, 
8 bl 
* I 1 1 


There all the ſciences together meet, 


And every art does all her kindred r 
Vet juſtle not, nor quarrel; but as well 


Agree, AS, in {ome common principle. 775 10 


So, in an army govern'd right, we 106: oo 


(Though out of ſeveral countries rais'd it be) 

That all their order and their place maintain, 595 0 
The Engliſn, Dutch, the Frenchmen, and the B 
So thouſand diverſe ſpe. 
Vet neither croud nor mix 


des 
was 1 his 27ſt Fear. But che e en lng 


1 TC) 
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giving. theſe verſes to the Lord Falkland a place i in the 


preſent 0 n, is, for the ſake of perpetuating the me- 
mory of the author's. entire /friexd/bip with that virtuous 


and accompliſhed nobleman 4 Friendſhip contrafted, as 


Dr. Sprat tells us, by; the  agreewent ¶ their learning and 
manners. It is remarkable, that we find no compliment 
addrefled by Mr, Cowley to the duke of 


the earl, of St. Albans, Lie ſuppoſed, without doubt, 


that he-had done honour enough to thoſe lords (ſome will 

think, too much) in permitting them to be his patrons: 
„Enough for half the greateſt of thoſe dass 
ee ee 1 ing not e per J 
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Beaſts houſes, trees, and men wgether ly, vie 1 
Yet enter andifturb'd into the eye 
And this great prince of knowledge is by f e. 
Thruſt into. th noiſe and buſineſs of a ſtate. 3 

All virtues, and ſome cuſtoms, of the court, 
Other mens labour, are at leaſt his ſport. 
Whilſt we, who can no action undertake, | 
Whom idleneſs itſelf might learned make, 
Who hear of nothing, and as yet ſcarce know, 
Whether the Scots in England be or no, 

Pace dully on, oft tire, and often ſtay, 
Let ſee his nimble Pegaſus fly away. 

"Tis nature's fault, who did thus partial N 
And her eſtate of wit on one beſtow : 
Whilſt we, like younger brothers, get at beſt 
But a ſmall flock, and. muſt work out the reſt. «7 
How could he anfwer't, ſnould the ſtate think ſir 
To queſtion a monopoly of wit [I]? 7 

Such is the an, whom we require the ſame 
We lent the North; untoucht, as is his fame.” 
He is too good for war, and ought to be 
As far from danger; as from fear he's free nl. 


r ee As it had done many 
. 22 The ane is not ſo far fene, 88 
it ſeems, | 

[AJinng; from fhar bes fre]. n 
vindicate himſelf from * inpatatiun of this fear, Theos 
i 21f | 
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Thoſe men alone (and thoſe are uſeful, * & 554 w 
Whoſe valour is the only art, they know, | 
Were for ſad war and bloody battles 1 

Let them the ſtate defend, and he adorn. 


7 


ere 


On the Death of Mr. Joß pax, 
Second Maſter at Weſtminfter-School. 


H ERE ies my alter” yearn; 'S 
The guardian of my: parent's[z]hope and fears, 
Whoſe” government ned er ſtood me in a tear; 
weeping was reſery'd to ſpend it here. ff 70 
He pluckt from youth the follies and the crimes, 
And built up men againft the: future _— 
For deeds of age are in their cauſes then, 
And though he taught but boys, he made n men. 
Hence 'twas, a maſter, in thoſe ancient days b 
Whey men Want knowledge firſt, and by1 it praiſe, 


alviys put himſelf in the way of danger; and, in the end, 
Ahrew away his valuable life at the battle of Newbury. 
[=] — Parent ] That is, of his mother's, under whoſe 
diſcipline he was bred ; for he was born JOE _ tells 
%% his father's death, / . s 
25 E HR as _ 


5. 
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Was a thing full of reverence, profit, fame: 1 
Father itſelf was but a ſecond name 

And if a Muſe hereafter ſmile on me 
And ſay, © Be thou a poet,” men ſhall fee 7? 
That none could a more grateful ſcholar «ny 3 


For what I ow'd his life, Pll pay his grave [l. 
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On the Death of Mr. Witatan H ON) (21 | 


Immodicis brevis eſt n 125 ara ſenectus. Maxr. 1 


I. 


JT was a 2 diſmal, Re” a fearful 8 | 
Scarce could the morn drive on th'unwilling light, 


When fleep, death's image, left my troubled. breaſt, ; 


By ſomething, liker death, poſſeſt. 


ls! The reſt of this poem (one of thoſe which were 


written, as he ſays, when he was very young) is ſuppreſſed. 
DL] Mr. William Hervey.) The author's beloved 
friend. This poem came from the heart, and is there- 


fore more natural * pleaſing than moſt e in'the 
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My eyes with tears did uncommanded flow, - 
And on my ſoul hung the dull weight . 
Of ſome intolerable fate. 


What bell ee e SY 


My ns eee and my gentle peer, 

Why haft thou left me thus unkindly lt 

Thy end for ever, and my life to moan ; 
O thou haſt left me all alone! 

Thy ſoul and body, when death's agony 
Beſieg d, around, thy noble heart, 


E97 


Did not with more reluctance part, ET 
"Than I, my deareſt friend, do part from thee, , 


* 


2&3 LL 
9 


3 


My Gan friend, would I had dy'd for FR 1011 | 


Life and this world henceforth will tedious . 
Nor ſhall I know hereafter what to doo. 
If once my griefs prove tedious, too. 

b and fad I walk about all day, 

As ſullen ghoſts ſtalk ſpeechleſs by, 

Where their hid treaſures ye; 
_ ny me only way 00 I tay 2 
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He was my friend, the tuen frieri Lon K 4 
A ſtrong and mighty influence join d ou 3 5 3 
Nor did we envy the moſt ſounding name 21 
| By friendſhip giv*n of old to fame. 
Nom but his brethren he, and ſiſters knew, 5 
| Whom the kind youth preferr'd to me; Nis 
And-ev'n in that we F 
For much pu are I loved "thern, too. 
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Say, for you ſaw us, ye immortal Tights, * 
How oft unweary d have we ſpent the * 
Till the Ledæan ftars, fo fam'd' for love, | 
Wonder'd at us from above. 


We ſpent them not in toys, in luſts, or wine; jp 
But ſearch of deep philoſophy, 1 


Wit, eloquence, and poetry, 
Arts which 1 en for _ wy friend, were ing” 


| wok thy: 
Ye fields of Cuntridge, our dear Cambridge, , 


Have ye not A; us walking every me. {of 
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Tana the poet has copied Perſius, Sat, v. but with free · 
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Was there a tree about, which did not know 
The love betwixt us two ?, . 
Heften ye gentle trees, for ever 9 : 
Or your Jad branches thicker join, 
And into darkſome ſhades os. | 
Dark, as the grant wherein my. friend is laid. 
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Mee no 10 youths ita 700 hag; 
Till all the n birds to your boughs they bring; 
No tuneful birds play with their wonted chear, 
And call the learned ybuths to hear; 
No whiſtling winds through the glad branches fy, 
| But all with fad folemnity, *- 
Mute and unmoved be, 


Mute, $3 as the grave, wherein Wy. friend does fy, 
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To him my Muſe ner! haſte with ris Main 
"Whilſt it was new, and warm yet from the brain. 
He lov'd my worthleſs rhimes, and, like a friend [s 
Would find out mee to —— 


09 —like a fried] 


— ch 88 like a friend, 

6 Something to blame, ng, ſomething to commend,” 

| 1 to Mr. Jervas. 
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Hence now, my ' Muſe, thou canſt not TONE | 
Be this my lateſt verſe 8 8 | 
With which I now adorn his bet He 

And this my grief, without ty help, ſhall rs, 150 

nt Fee 

Had I wreath of bays about my brow, 

I ſhould contemn that flouriſhing honour now, 

Condemn 1t to the fire, and joy to hear 1 1854 EB 
It rage and crackle theres + fs 17. 


Inſtead of bays, crown with ſad cypreſs me; 


For him, who firſt was made that mouraful' tree. 


Cypreſs, which tombs does beautify; 
Not Phoebus griev'd, ſo much as I, 


. 
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1 his foul nt as large a foul, as Cer 


Submitted to inform a body here. 
High as the place, twas ſhortly in heav'n to have, : 
But low, and humble as his grave. 
So high, that all the virtues there did come 
As to their chiefeſt ſeat 
Conſpicuous, and great; 
So low, that for me too it made a room. 


[:] Mr. Gray ſeems to have had his eye on this line, 
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when he wrote that verſe, in his Epitaph — 


1 D was his bounty, and his /oz ſincere.” 1 
11. He 
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1 4k r gt 25 FR 4s 
He ſcorn'd this buſy world below, and all | H 
That wes miſtaken mortals, pleaſure call; 


Was fill'd with innocent gallantry and = 
Triumphant Oer the ſins of youth. 
He, like the ſtars, to which he now — 
That ſhine with beams like flame, 
Vet burn not with the fame, 
Had all che INK of ag of the fire none. 


80 12. { 


IN he only fought, and fo Gon ae f 
As if for dai had rather ſbugͤht. 
Nor did more learning ever crowded lie 
In ſuch a ſhort mortality. | 
Whene'er the Kiful youth diſcoure'd or writ, 
Still did the. notions throng | 
About his eloquent tongue, 
| Nor n. his ink flow faſter than View wit. 


ge” 
So ſtrong a wit id; nature to him frame, 
As all things, but his judgement, overcame; 
| His Judgement, like the heav'nly moon, did ſhow, 
| T _ ring that PIP ſea below. 


Oh, 


| 
| 
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| Oh, had he lid in learning s world, what bound 
Would have been able to controul 5 
His over- Powering ſoul} | 144944 
We've loſt PP Do-It are fond * 
„ od 
His mirth was the pure ſpirits of various wit, 
Yet never did his God or friends forget. 
And, when deep talk and wiſdom came in view, 
Retir'd and gave to them their due. e 
For the rich help of books he always took, 
Though his own ſearching mind before 
Mas ſo with notions, written o'er, 3 
As if wiſe mature had made that ber book. ao 
rs 
80 many virtues join d in him, as we 
Can ſcarce pick here and there in hiſtory. 
More than old writers practice er could reach, 
As much as they could ever teach. 
Theſe did religion, queen of virtues, ſway, 
And all their ſacred motions ſteer, 
Juſt like the firſt and higheſt ſphere 
Which wheels about, and turns all heav'n one 3 22 
L* — arts, that not yet are found.] 
« And wells applaud, that muſt not yet be found” 
on 8 * 194. 
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With as much zeal, devotion, piet /,, 
D 


He always liv'd, as other ſaints do die. 

Still with his ſoul ſevere account he kept, 
Weeping all debts out, ere he ſlept. 

Then down in peace and 1 innocence he N . 
Like the ſun's laborious light, en 
"Which fill in Water ſets at night, 9 2715 

9 un Kis Journey of | the day. 1 


| 57 
Wondrous young man, 3 wert then Warn o bon 
To be ſnatcht hence, ere better underſtoodꝰ 
Snatcht, before half of thee enough was ſeen ! 
N | Thou, ripe; and yet thy life, but green! 
| | Nor could thy friends take their laſt fad farewel, 
| e e danger and Infectious death 
5  Maliciouſly, ſeir d on that breath _ 
Where 5 70s 2 . n 1 us'd to. dell. 


| But happy thou, ta'en from this frantic age, * 
Where 1gnorance and hypocriſy does rage! 
A fitter time for heav'n no ſoul &er choſe, 
The place now only free from thoſe: | 


= „ There 
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There 'mong the bleſt thou doſt for ever ſnine, 
And whereſocer thou caſts thy view | 
Upon that white and radiant crew), Anke 

Scelt not a ſoul cloatlid with more light than-thine, 

100. | 

And, if the glorious ſaints ceaſe not to know . 

Their wretched friends, who fight with life below 3 

Thy flame to me does {till the fame abide, ; 

Only more pure and rarified. 

There, whilſt immortal hymns thou doſt rehearſe, 
Thou doſt with holy pity fee 255 
Our dull and earthly poeſ r, 

Where a and p can e RMS with veleſw] 

[ww] Where grief: 8 . can be Join'd with wok.) 
— made the diſtinction of earthiy poly; for the bea- 
wenly (if we ſuppoſe poetry to have any place there) can 
only be employed on themes of joy and happineſs, But the 
poet had a further meaning in this fine line, to inſinuate 
the prepoſterous levity and vanity of earthly poets, who can 
afford to be avitty even on their own 2:iſeries. This cen- 
ſure, — firſt upon himſelf, has the more grace. 
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81 tecum mihi, care Martialis, 8125 
. 4 Securis liceat frui diebus; Je 
4 Si diſponere tempus otiofum, 
— © Evvers pariter vacare vit: 
Nec nos atria, nec domos potentum, s 
«c Nec lites tetricas, forumque I 75 Lal 
ce Noſſemus, nec imagines e + Si 
Sed geſtatio, fabulæ, Iibelli, —— _ gh 
be: pus, porticus, umbra, virgo, therme 3 ; © 
'« Hzc eſſent loca ſemper, hi labores. 83 ; 
Nunc vivit ſibi neuter, hen, bonoſque td 
« Soles effugere atque abire ſentit; 
Qui nobis pereunt, & imputantur. 
. Quiſquam vivere cum ſciat, moratur at 


F, et friend, manage be: 

T' enjoy at once a quiet life and thee ; 
If we for happineſs could leiſure find, 
And wandering time into. a method bind, 
We ſhould not ſure the great man's favor need, 
Nor on long hopes, the court's thin diet, feed. 
We ſhould not patience find daily to hear 
= . The calumnies, and flatteries, ſpoken there. 
Iss] Ed. Mattaire, Lond, 1716. 
$34 | 5 W e 
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We ſhould not a lord's table humbly uſe, 

Or talk, in ladies chambers, love and news; , 
But books, and wiſe diſcourſe, gardens and fields, 
And all the joys, that unmixt nature yields. 

Thick ſummer ſhades, where winter {till ; MA 555 - 
Bright winter fires, that ſummer's part ſupply. 
Sleep, .not controll'd 1 confin'd to "night, , 
Or bound in any rule, but appetite. | EE. 
Free, but not ſavage or ungracious mirth; A 
Rich wines, to give it quick and eaſy birth. 

A few companions, which ourſelves ſhould N 
A gentle miſtreſs, and a gentler Muſe. 2 
Buch, deareſt friend, ſuch, without doubt, aan be 
Our place, our buſineſs, and our company. 

Now to himſelf, alas, does neither live, 


32 


But ſees good ſuns, of which we are to —_—_ 
A ſtrict account, ſet and march thick away; 
| Knows: a man how to live, and does he 44 ̃ 
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THE CHRONICLE, 


A BALLAD” 


1. 


M. ARGARITA firſt poltivy,” BY RONTIY TEN. 
Tf I remember well, my breaſt, e 
Margarita, firſt of 004} vo SA 
But, when a while the wanton maid t hat 5 
With my reſtleſs heart had playd, 05 9:0} Hu. 
Martha took the flying ball. 


240 
Martha ſoon did it reſign | 
To the beauteous Catharine, 
Beauteous Catharine gave place 
(Though loth and angry ſhe to part 
With the poſſeſſion of my heart) 
| To Elifa's conquering face. 


as we +. 5 84 5 4 * 
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Dol This agreeable Ballad has had juſtice done to it. 
Nothing is more famous, even in our ys, than A 
3 e 3 
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2000573 203 10 
Had ſhe not erik em Wien Un 399 al 
Fundamental-laws the bee, bas 

And ftill new fayorites ſhe * 4 

Till up in arms my paſſions ro, 1... 
And vast a away her Joke. WT 


49 3 Bled till 
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Tis: 


Ans eaotbro tf 5 


Mary then and tte e at AT 

Alternately 5 fag d: 8 
And ſometimes Mary n fairy 4 
And ſometimes Anne the grey crown did wear, 2. 


And ſometimes hoth- E obey d. A 
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Another Mary then 3 100 1 D? 
And did rigorous Jaws. impoſe, 204 * 
A mighty tyrant, ſhe ! 4 3 
Long, alas, ſhould I have been * 
Under that iron · ſcepterd queen, 4d N 
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Had not; . Rebecca, ſet me tree. a 
5 Fe) 1858 28 F293 GIONW Oh. 
ob Eng aun; 44,1291 bangs T 
When, fair Rebecca ſet ms free, LEV oa 2 b ad}. 
Twas then > golden;time: wic meg . : 
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But ſoon thoſe pleaſures fled: 
For the gracious princeſs: dy d 1 45 : 21 


In her youth and beauty's e 72%, nl Per 


And Judith menten , _ 


: mp * * 
« HOLD 7. "x 710 1 2 . 1 * 


One month, three afl, and half "TA bs . 1 111 4 1 


Judith held che Beth power : aan bol 
Wondrous beautiful her face; | 


But fo weak and fmall her wit, 


That ſhe to govern was unfit, 0 
And ſo e ook x yl. Rey 
s des 7 1 . 1 55 ue 
But, Shen Me eme, e e . 2 t 
Arm'd with a refſtleſs ha” ot) 
And th” artillery of her eye; 1 
Whilſt ſhe proudly march'd about 5 
Greater conqueſts to find out, . 
| She beat — 5 
Woo) ©: 12 9 2 u . 
he. _ Qs. A} 2 i - T8 Des 
But 3 in her place I. e * bu 


A a e eee, 11 5 
To whom enſu'd a vacan | 
Thouſand worſe paſſions then poſeſs'd 8 
The interregnum of my bueaſt t: 
Bleſs me from fuck) an anarchy! F 
* 2 3 2 10. Gantt 
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iet da see beg i T 
Gentle Henrietta chan i e e 5 * 1 
And a third Mary next began; tn 
Then Joan, and Jane, and Audria, 

And then a pretty Thomafine, „ 
And then another Katharine, 1 13 The bK 
And then long er cavern. // „ 
W ny i ls COLLIE l Ye 4 : : 
its lad d 1 1, AASA) 


But ſhould I wb to you relate; e FR 
The firength ai riches of their ſtats, 8 
The powder, 3 and the pins, 

The ribbands, jewel nd the rin 

The lace, the paint, dat Wan Warlik , 
That make a al thei al 

HS It 7 Uo ft ka BT 
ine ob Mts 2 21519104 477 
. 72. au "08'S. v; ay Aue * 1 1 
If I ſhould ail th politic: St boo aol. 
To take and keep mens bears; 
It ei 5 nan wer. — 164 
is 2 So ſpelt (as many other works i dt, 
poems are) for the ſake of the rhyme. He had learned 
this art, or licence rather, from Spenſer, who p ag it/ 
very frequently. But he mi ght have learned bett | 

From our old poet, if this early favourite of his youth. had 

been taken for the model of his riper age. 
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The frowns, and miles and flatteries, _w_ P Q, 
The duarrels, tears, and pefjaries, e Ui 
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8 „n * {149 6 cer, 8 
And all the little limeetwigs lade 
- By Machiavel,. dr wa S237 
TI, more voluminous ſhould „ 
- (Chiefly, if I like yo 1 Ls Son} 
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On the Death of" Sr 
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A DIKE-; is' "dead; natal hea) Maſe 4 tu 
; 2 2 * Aare A 5. Fran N 
(Though poets in lang e 1 e) 
T expreſs her ſadneſs ? Poeſy muſt 'become'”? hs 
An art, like painting here, 11 art, that's dumb. S or 
Let's all our ſolemn grief in filence keep, | ** 
Like ſome fad picture, which he made to OY ed 
Or thoſe who ſaw't;*for none his works could view 
Unmov'd with the "TX paſſions, which he drew. 2 
His pieces fo with their live objects ſtrixe, , 11 
That both, or pictures ſcem, or both àlixe. 
Nature herſelf, amaz d, dos doubting ma. 
Which is her own, and which the Painter's an, 
Hul does attempt the like with leſs fucceſs, © 
Be Ber own work in twins ſhe would s. 
IF, - a -reſembling pencil did out- pas 
ye mimic Imagery of looking-glaſs. , _ . 
Nor wWas his life lefs perfect, than his ant, Thee 
Nor was his hand leſs erring, tian his heart cl. 
Wh — in that word] Namely, dare; alluding fo Horace, 
„ pictoribus atque poetis 
.  Quidlibet audendi ſemper fuit zqua poteſtas.” 
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A. P. ver. 1 I. 
<a — ="than bis buen A noble eulogy of this ex- 
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There mas n fai ur U ci there, 4 

The figures avect and well-proportion'd-were. ,- a 
Mot other men, ſet i next to him in view, 8 nt 
Appear'd more „ados, thar! the men he drew. 
Thus full be Liy'd, till heaven did for him call, 
Where reverend Luke ſalutes him firſt of all 
Where he hebokds new fights, divinely fair; 
And could almoK iſh for hi pon here; | 
Did he not gladly dee how all wings ſhine, 
Wondrou ly. painted in the mind divine [a], 
Whilſt he, W, raviſh'd with the ſhow, 
Scorns his own art, which we admire; below. | 

Only his beauteous lady [e] ſtill he loves; 1 7 
(The love of heavenly objects heaven e | 
He ſees bright angels in pure beams appear, 
And thinks on her he left ſo like them here. 
And vou, fair widow, who ſtay here alive, 
Since he: ſo much rejoices, ceaſe to grieve. 
Your j Joys and griefs were wont the, Ron. a 
Begin not now, bleſt PRI, to diſagree,” 


traordinary man! ne, if report ſays tue, a very jul 

one. 

[4} = the — — A platonic idea, which 
Malbranche and our Norris have rendered ſo famous; 

ſe] — his beautcous lady] A lady, of diſtinguiſhed 
3 as well as beauty, daughter to tlie Lord Rothen, 
Farl of e | 
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No wonder, death mowd not his generous mind: Nn 

You, and a new- born yu, he left behind. 
Even fate expreſdd his love to his dear Wife, 5 
And let kim end your piltute with his life, Mt c 
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To: Sir Wat 15145 Dur; 2 


Upon his two rſt Books: of ae finiſhed 
before his Voyage to Amer ken. 


Mön, hetoic poefy, till now, / 
Like ſome fantaftic fairy-land, did ſhow; 
Gods, devils, nymphs, witches, and gyants race, 
And all, but man, in man's chief work had place. 
Thou, like ſome worthy knight, with ſacred arms 
Doſt drive the monſters thence, and end the charms; 
Inſtead of thoſe, doſt men and manners plant, 
The things, which that rich ſoil did chiefly want. 
Vet even thy mortals do their gods excell, 
Taught by thy Muſe to fight and love ſo well. 


By fatal hands whilſt preſent empires fall, 
Thine from the grave paſt monarchies recall. 
So much more thanks from human kind does merit 
The' poet's fury, than the zealot's ſpirit. 
And from the grave thou mak'ſt this empire riſe, 
Not, Uke ſome dreadful ghoſt, vaffright our eyes, 
4 But 
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So will our God rebuild man's periſh'd frame, 

And raiſe him up much better, yet the ſa nerf 
3 So godlike poets do paſt things rehearſe, ; 
Not change, but heighteh,, nature by heir vers. a 


With ſhame; methinks, great Italy muſt of 
Her conquerors rais'd to life again by thee 
Rais'd by ſueh powerful verſs, that Cn Dai 
iſh, no. lefs to ſee, he ercome. 
e men their fancies, de b , Ne [eb 
And think all ill but chat, which Rome does give. 
The marks of old and catholic would find, 8 
To the ſame chair would truth and fiction bind. 
Thou in thoſe beaten paths diſdain'ſt to tread, 5 
ne. to live by zphbing, of the dead. | 


74. 3 the fame} kk; is Pleakane to F 
the wits catch their ideas from each other, Mr. Pope, 


in a letter of compliment to a friend, Who had done much 


honour to his Eſey en Man, exprefles himſelf in theſe 
words —< It is indeed the ſame ſyſtem as mine, but il - 
hes luſtrated with a ray of your own ; as they fay our natural 
4. body is the ſame fill, when it 55 glori ified” Works, vol. 1 ix. 

Letter xcvii 
Le] Some men their fancies, like their fairs, Arie, ] | 
bi Thus wit, like faith, by each man is apply 
e. To r g p all are damn'd beſide,” 


een. 


er ee r6 ft 1 e ver. 396. 
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Since eme does all t marge changes, bau think ft | 
enen bao ts eee 76 4A 

This latter age ſhould ſee. all new, but win. 

; Thy fancy, like a flame, 1 its way — it 17 3 

And leave bright tracks for following peas: to take. 

Sure twas this noble boldneſs of the Muſe 11 0. 

Did thy deſire to ſeek;new worlds I. infuſe, 

And ne'er did heaw 'n ſo much a voyage bleſs, 

If thou canſt plant but there, with like ae 


eee ce eee. 


7 


0 15 
2 Wo TED. Vt 


| I ».'$ ö A * ; e 7 
rr W 7% £m 8 — n 8 : 1 n T «© £ 
08 * 2 — EI 3.4 4: p % . 442 11 1 * . 1 * —.— * 1 134 p *©% © 4 a7 4 
[2 { 4% { J 
0 t e eath of Ar. R A8 by 
* hd 


pozr ond; Saint! to ther, WES are W 1 76 
The two moſt ſacred eee 
The hard and rareſt union, which can be, n fin 
Next that of Godhead with humanity. 
Long did the Muſes, baniſh'd ſlaves l, 
All built vain pyramids to mortal pridez 
Like Moſes thou (though ſpells and . withs 
Haſt bronght them nobly home back to their _ 
A Land 


4 — ,. 3 This aludes to Sir wil 1 we. Fel 
ject of a ſettlement. at Virginia, which, however, had no 


better ſucceſs than 9 project, which his friend 
here celebrates. 
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Ah wretelted e, poo br udn but ton 
Wert, living, the ſame poet, which thou'rt nom. 1 
Whilſt angels fing to thee their airs 3 4 115 
And joy in an applauſe ſo great as _ Fi 


Equal feier with them to hold}? | 


Thou neecſt not make new 22 wit fay tho ald. 
And they {kind ſpirits?) ſhall all rejoice to ſee 


How little leſs than they, exalted man tnay — 


Still the old heathen gods in numbers dwell, 
The heavenlieſt thing on earth ſtill keeps up hell, 
Nor have we yet quite purg'd the Chriſtian land; 
Still idols here, like calves at Bethel, ftand. 
And though; Pan's, death {f] Jong face Wo onicles 
| braks, 0 
Yet {till in rhyme the gend Apollo ſpoke :\ 16K 
Nay with the worſt of heathen e we © | 
(Vain men!) the monſter woman deify; K 
Find ſtars, and tie our fates there, in a . weld 
And Paradiſe in them, by whom we loft it, 11 N 
What different faults corrupt our Muſes _ 7 
Wunden a8 girls, as old wives, ant 


7A W e death] Altudibg, to; the Gene is 
Plutarch's Dialogue concerning the filence of the pagan ora- 
cles, and the uſe made of that ſtory 'by Euſebius and 
others; whenee it became the general opinion of the 
tearned, in our author's days, that, by the death of che 


GREAT Pax, was CANT the rr our Saviour. 
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MR. A. COWLEY, 


Thy ſpotleſs Muſe, like Mary, did contan 
The boundleſs Godhead; ſhe did well - nal] 
That her eternal verſe employ'd ſhould Wa 
On a leſs fubject than eternity; | as Fe 
And for a facred miſtreſs feorn'd to dai Det IP 
But bet, whom God himſelf feorn' not cis oo: 
to make. 5 
It (in a kind) her miracle did dos n VO 
A fruitful mother was, and virgin too, 
How well (bleſt woo hg your entire ti 
death [#}; 
And made thee render up ty runbfut bear 
In thy great miſtteſs* arms! thou moſt divine 
And richeſt offering of Loretto's ſhrine! 
Where, like ſome holy ſacrifice, Yexpire, 
A fever burns thee, and love lights the fire. 
Angels (they ſay) brought the fam'd chapel there, 
And bore the ſacred load in triumph through the air. 
Tis ſurer much, they brought thee there; and eas 
And thou, their charge, went ſinging all the As: 
Pardon, my mother church, if I conſent 
That angels led him, when from thee he went; Wo 
For even in error ſure no danger . 


When join'd with ſo much piety as his. 


| [ &] Mr. Craſtaw died of a fever at Loretto, being 
newly choſen canon of that church. CowLEV. 


Ah, 
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449 Y * 8 0 


Ah, mighty Gody with ſhame I ſpeak t, ant wit,” | 
4 ens faults WEIRAD: belief! 311 2 0 
And We TE, on were ey n weaker. en 5 5 


Be wrong; 2. | his life, Tm 3 was in the right 15 x 
And I myſelf a catholic will bm, 
So far at leaſt, gręat ſaint, to pray: to a lu 71 
Hail, bard triumphant ]! and nere beſtow 
On us, the poets:my litant. below! ) tow 
Oppos d by our old: enemy, adverſe chance, 
Attack d by envy, and by. ignorance, FRAY 
Enchain'd by beauty, .tortur'd by defires,...... - /- | 
Expos d by.tyrant-loye-to. favage beaſts and fires. | 
Thou from. low. earth i in nobler flames A riſe, 
And, like * mount alive the Wer. 


7 
* * ” % 


175 Henke * 5 * 15 Mr, Eg which have 
given ſuch ſcandal to ſome, and triumph, to others, only 
becauſe both parties have been more in halle to Py | 
than underſtand them — — 

For modes of faith let graceleſs 20 55 fight, 
* 4% Hig can't be wrong, whoſe life is in the right.“ 
. Ln] Hail, bard'trixmphant!} Hence the — of 
Mr. Pope, but not fo happily applied, as here f 
Gees Hail, bards triümphant, born in happier days ! 155 
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JEL ſing ha and of _ 
In nughty numbers, miglity things, = 5 

Begin, my Muſe ; but 10, the _— 
To my great ſong rebellious prove; 

The firings will found of nought, but love. 
I broke them all, and put on new; 

*Tis this, or nothing ſure, will do. 

Theſe ſure (ſaid I) will me obey ; 

Theſe ſure heroic notes will play. 
Straight I began with thundering Jove, 
And all th immortal powers, but love. 


[=] Theſe Auacreontics ſhew, that the author Walen 
neither eaſe of expreſſion, nor the grace of numbers, when 
he followed the bent of his own 3 genius. 1 uk 
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Love ſmil'd, and from thy enfeebled N 
Came gentle airs, fuch as inſpire 


Melting love, and ſoft deſire. een A N £ 


Farewel, then, heroes, farewel kings, 
And mighty numbers, mighty things; 


Love tunes my heart juſt to my ſtrings. 
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T HE thirſty earth ſoaks' up the rain, 
And drinks; and' Bapes for drink ain. 
The plants fuck in the earth, and are, 
Wich conſtant drinking, freſh and fair. 
The ſea itſelf, Which,” one would wink, 
Should have but little need of Ws. 
Drinks ten thoulapg? rivers up, 


80 fill'd, that they Ferfjow 1 the cup. 88 | i 18 


The buſy ſun and! ne would 7 
By's drunken ay Re ace, no leſs) _ 
Drinks up the ſea, and, when heas done, 
The moon and ftars drink up the ſun,” b 
They drink and dance by their own light, 
They. drink and reyel all the _ 
Nothing in nature's ſober found, 


Bay gn eternal health goes round. 
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Fill up the bowl. then, fill it high, oc 20 
Fill all the glaſſes there: for hy A : gy be 
Should every creature drink, but L, 16 40 40 11 
Why, man of mort, wal me why? dei 
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LIBERAL nature. aid di 
To all things arms for their 9 ence; 

And ſome ſhe arms wich ſinewy force, p 
And ſome, with ſwiftneſs in the courſe ; land þ TA 
Some, with hard hoofs, or forked laws... analy od! 
And ſome, with. horns, or tuſked j re:: 
And ſome with ſcales, and ſome with wings, 3 tf 
And ſome with teeth, and ſome with . 
Wiſdom to man ſhe did did afford, 
Wiſdom for ſhield, and wit for ford... 
What to beauteous woman-kin 60 25 : Fes | adÞ 
What arms, what armour, has ſbe af "FR 5 PA - 
Beauty is hoth; for with the fair 1 
What arms, what armour, can compare? 7 | 
What ficel, "plant gold, or e SY 
More impaſſible. i is found? LF ih . 
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And yet what flame, what dene 6 cer. cite 

Fo great an active force did kg les .a0m ox al 
* 


M R. A. COWLEY. 45 


They are all weapon, and they dart, 
Like porcupines, from every part. 
Who can, alas, their ſtrength expreſs, 
Arm'd, when they themſelves undreſs, 
Cap-a-pee with nakedneſs ? ' - 


* 


* 


THE DVEL. „„ 
YES, I will love then, 1 will love" c 
I will not now love's rebel prove, 
Though I was once his enemy; 
Though, ill-advis'd and ſtubborn, 1 
Did to the combat him defy, _ 
An helmet, ſpear, and mighty ſhield, ' | 
Like ſome new Ajax, I did wiel. 
Love in one hand his bow did take 
In th? other hand a dart did ſhake. 0 
But yet in vain the dart did throw, 
In vain he often drew the wth 
So well my armour did refift, © 
Sa oft by flight the blow I mild. 
But when I thought all danger paſt 1. 
His quiver emptied quite at laſt, eee 
Inſtead of arrow, or of dart. 
8 ſhot himſelf. into my. r 
Vor. I. L | The 
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The living and the killing arrow fy 

Ran through the ſkin, the fleſh the blood, 

And broke the bones, and ſcorch'd ru _—_— 

No trench or work of life withſtood. - ö 

In vain I now the walls maintain, 

I ſet out guards and ſcouts in vain, 

Since th' enemy does within remain, 

In vain, a breaſt-plate now 1 wear, | 

Since in my breaſt the foe I bear. 

In vain, my feet their ſwiftneſs wy * 

For from the body can they fly? 
PK ee 
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OFT am | fue women ok, e 
Poor Anacreon, thou grow'ft old: 
Look, how thy hairs are falling Mo gf 
Poor Anacreon, how they fall! 
Whether I grow old or no, _ 
By th' effects I do not know. _ 
This I know, without being told, 
_ ?Tis time to live, if I grow old, 
Tis time ſhort pleaſures now to take, 
Of little life the beſt to make, 


And manage wiſely the laſt ſtake. 
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92 VI. 7: FIR PALS gie 
ful 5 110 2 
THE ACCounT. 1 


WHEN all the ſtars are by thee ad, 
(The endleſs ſums of heavenly _— 
Or, when the hairs are reckon'd all, 
From fickly autumn's head that fall, 
Or, when the drops. that make the 5 
Whilſt all her ſands thy counters be: 
Thou then, and thou alone, may'ſt e 
_ Ti arithmetician of my love. 
An hundred loves at Athens ſcore, | 
At Corinth write an hundred more: 
Fair Corinth does ſuch beauties bear, 
So few is an eſcaping there [o]. | 
Write then at Chios ſeventy-three; 
Write then at Leſbos (let me ſee) 
Write me at Leſbos ninety down, 
Full ninety loves, and half a one. | CE. 
And next to theſe let me preſent | 
The fair Ionian regiment, 
And next the Carian company, 
Fi ive hundred both effectively [p]. 


Lol — an eſcaping there.] A ſtroke of moral ſatire, ſlid 
in, on that city, ſo infamous for its brothelry. The 
poet is ſage, even in theſe mad Anacreontics. | 
li '] — efefinely.] The term in uſe with military men 

land therefore humourouſly affected here) for completely. 
2 Three 
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Three hundred more at Rhodes and Crete; 
Three hundred, *tis Pm ſure, complete; 
For arms at Crete each face does bear, 
And every eye's an archer there. | 
Go on; this ſtop why doſt thou make 3 
Thou think'ſt, perhaps, that I miſtake, | 
Seems this to thee too great a ſum? 
Why many thouſands are to come; 
The mighty Rerxes could not boat” 
Such different nations in his hoſt. 
On; for my love, if thou be'ſt weary, 455 . 
Muſt find ſome better ſecretary, l 
J have not yet my Perſian told, on 
Nor yet my Syrian loves enrolld, 
Nor Indian, nor Arabian; 
Nor Cyprian loves, nor African; 
Nor Scythian, nor Italian flames 
There's a whole map behind of names: 
I Of gentle loves i' th temperate zone, 
And cold ones in the frigid zone; 
Cold frozen loves, with which J pine, 
And parched 5 beneath the aa 


VII. 
GOLD. 


A MIGHTY pain to love it is, 


And tis a pain that pain to miſs — 
ents 4 


But of all pains the greateſt pain 
It is to love, but love in vain. 
Virtue now, nor noble blood, 

Nor wit by love is underſtood, 
Gold alone does paſſion move, 
Sold monopolizes; love! 

A curſe on her, and on the man 
Who this traffic firſt began! 

A curſe on him who found the ore! 1. 


A curſe on him who digg'd the ſtore! 


A curſe on him who did refine it! 
A curſe on him who firſt did coin it! 
A curſe, all curſes elſe above, 

On him, who us'd it firſt in love! 
Gold begets in brethren hate, 
Gold, in families debate; 

Gold, does friendſhips ſeparate, 
Gold, does civil wars create. 
Theſe the ſmalleſt harms of it! 
Gold, alas, does loye beget. 


III. 


HE EPICURE. 


FIL L the bowl with roſy wine, 
Around our temples roſes twine, 
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And let us chearfully abhile, 

Like the wine and rofes,' ſmile. 

- .Crown'd with roſes, we contemn 
 Gyges' wealthy diadem. | 
To- day is ours; what do we kearꝰ 
To- day is ours; we have it here. 
Let's treat it kindly, that it may 
Wiſh, at leaft, with us to ſtay. = 
Let's baniſh buſineſs, baniſh ſorrow 3 * 
To the gods, n ny" 
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UNDERNEATH this te ſhade, 


On flowery beds ſupinely laid, 
With odorous oils my head o er- flowing, 
And around it roſes growing, 
What ſhould I do but drink away 
The heat and troubles of the fed. 
In this more than kingly ſtate, 
Love himſelf ſhall on me wait. 
Fill to me, love, nay, fill it ups; 
And mingled caſt into the cup, 
Wit, and mirth, and noble fires, 
| Vigorous health, and gay deſires. 


The 
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The wheel of life no leſs will ſta g 
In a ſmooth, than rugged _ ne r off 53110 l 
Since it equally does flee, et e, rp 1 
Let the motion pleafunt be. -e Fog | 1 
Why do we precious ointments lone, | 
Nobler wines why do we pour, 1 „ 
Beauteous flowers why do we ſpredd. 
Upon the monuments of the dead? 
Nothing they but duſt can ſhow, i 
Or bones, that haſten to be ſo. F 
Crown me with roſes whilſt 1 live, 
Now your wines and ointments give. 
After death I nothing crave, 
Let me alive my pleaſures have; 
All are Stoies in the grave. 
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X. 
THE GRASSHOPPER, 


HAPPY inſect, what can be, 

In happineſs, compar'd to thee ? 

Fed with nouriſhment divine, 
The dewy morning's gentle wine! 

Nature waits upon thee till, 

And thy verdant cup does fill, 

"Tis filbd, wherever thou doſt "trend, 

Nature's ſelf's thy Ganymed. 0 

pres] L 4 | | Thou 
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Thou doſt drink, and dance, and fing 3 3 
Happier, than the happieſt king ! 
All the fields, which thou doſt iow, | 
All the plants, belong to. thee, - 

All that ſummer hours produce, 
Fertile made with early juice. 
Man for thee does ſow and plow; 
Farmer he, and landlord thouiꝰ/ 
Thou doſt innocently joy; 

Nor does thy luxury deſtroy; 

The ſhepherd gladly heareth hs, 


More harmonious than he. 


Thee, country hinds with gladneſs hear, : | 


Prophet of the ripen'd year ! ; 
Thee, Phoebus loves, and does inſpire 3 3 
Phoebus is himſelf thy fire. 

To thee, of all things upon earth, 
Life is no longer than thy mirth, 
Happy inſect, happy thou 

Doſt neither age nor winter know. 


But, when thou'ſt drunk, and danc'd, and ſung 


Thy fill, the flowery leaves among, 
(Voluptuous, and wiſe, with all, 
Epicurean animal!) 

Sated with thy ſummer feafl, 
Thou retir'f to endleſs reſt, 
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THE SWALLOW. 


FOOLISH prater, what doſt "I 

So early at my window do, | 9B 
With thy tuneleſs "WAFS Ae THT 
Well *t had been, had . W ä 

Thee, as dumb, as Philomel; 
There his knife had done but well. 
In thy undiſcover'd neſt Fry 
Thou doſt all the winter reſt, 

And dreameſt o'er thy ſummer joys, 
Free from the ſtormy ſeaſon's noiſe: 
Free from th? ill thow'ſt done to me; 
Who diſturbs, or ſeeks out thee > 
Hadft thou all the charming notes 
Of the wood's s poetic throats, 

All thy art could never pay 

What thou'ſt ta'en from me away - 
Cruel bird, thou'ſt ta en away ' 

A dream out of my arms to-day, 

A dream, that ne'er muſt equal'd be 
By all that waking eyes may ſee, 
'Thou, this damage to repair, 

Nothing half ſo ſweet or fair, 


= | Nothing 


Nothing half ſo good can'ft bring, 
Though men ſay, Thou bring/i:the 3 


Nin 


XII. 


ELEGY UPON ANACREON, 
who was choaked by a GRAPE-STONE. | 


Spoken by the God of Love, 


„ ſhall 1 jament thine "I 

My beſt ſervant, and my friend 2 

Nay, and, if from a Oy: __ 

So much deified as I, 85 

It ſound not too profane and a, 

Oh my maſter, and my god! Þ: 

For tis true, moſt mighty poet, 

(T hough I like not, men ſhould know wi 

IT am in naked natureleſs, s 
Leſs by much, than in thy dreſs, 

All thy verſe 'is ſofter far 

Than the downy feathers are 

Of my wings, or of my arrows, 

Of my mother's doves, or ſparrows. 
; Sweet, as lovers freſheſt kilſes, 

Or, their riper following bliſſes, DO: 
$4, __ Graceful, 


MR. A. COWLEY, mod 
Graceful, cleanly, ſmooth, and round, Hs e 
All with Venus girdle bound 
And thy life was all the while a 
Kind and gentle, as thy tle. 1 80 
The ſimooth-pac'd hours of eV ry day 
Glided numerouſly 'away. 
Like thy verſe, each hour did pafſs'; 
Sweet and ſhort, like that it was. - 
Some do but their youth allow me, 
Juſt what they, by nature, owe me 
The time, that's mine, and not their 1 
The certain tribute of my crown. 


When they grow old, they grow to be 4 vhs 
Too buſy, or too wiſe, for me. IR 


Ear 


Thou wert wiſer, and didſt know, . 
None too wiſe for love ean gro vz 
Love was with thy life entwiñ e 
Cloſe, as heat with fire is join d, CORE: 
A powerful brand preſeribꝰd the date fot) 
Of thine, like Meleager's fatmmee. 
TY antiperiſtaſis [p] of age 4 1 


More enflam'd thy amorous rage; 3 


[O. Antiper; Hafi] This pant —_—_ 8 means, com- 
preſton. The word is uſed by naturaliſts to expreſs the 
power, which one quality has, by preſſing on all fides, to 

| augment its contrary : as here the cold, with which old age 
| ON increaſes heat. * err this quaint 


Thy 
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| Thy filver hairs yielded me more, lr 
Than even golden curls, before. „„ 
HFad I the power of creation, 
As I have of generation, 
Where I the matter muſt obey, /, 
And cannot work plate out of clay; 
My creatures ſhould be all like Rees 115 
'Tis thou ſhould their idea be. 0 
They, like thee, ſhould throughly hate 
Buſineſs, honour, title, n 
Other wealth they ſhould not Know, 125 
But what my living mines beſto ; 
The pomp of kings they ſhould conſe 
At their crownings to be leſs _ 
Than a lover's humbleſt guiſe, - / 
When at his miſtreſs feet he Jes, 
Rumour they no more ſhould mind 
Than men ſafe- landed do, the wind ; 
Wiſdom itſelf they ſhould not hear, 
When it preſumes to be ſevere. 
Beauty alone they ſhould admire ; 
Nor look at fortune's vain attire, 


idea more plainly in two verſes of TE Mts TRESS s (lf 
out in this collection), where he fays — - 


Flames their moſt vigorous heat do La: 
* And Py light, if compaſsd round with cold. wo 
The Requeſt : Sr. 3. 


OL 


M R. A. COWLEY. 
Nor aſk what parents it can ſhew; ; 
With dead, or old, t'has nought to do. : 

They ſhould not love yet all, or os, ; 

But very much, and very many. 
All their life ſhould gilded be 
With mirth, and wit, and gaiety, 
Well remembering, and applying 

The neceſſity of dying. 

Their chearful heads ſhould er wear 
All that crowns the flowery year. 
They ſhould always laugh, and fing, 
And dance, and ſtrike th Karthoaldths ſtring. 
Verſe ſhould from their tongue 2 . 
As if it in the mouth did grow, 

As ſwiftly anſwering their W 

As tunes obey the artful hand. „ 
And, whilft I do thus diſcover of 
Th' ingredients of a happy lover, 

 *Tis, my Anacreon, for thy ſake 
I of the grape no mention make. 
Till my Anacreon by thee fell, 
Curſed plant, I lov'd thee well. 
And 'twas oft my wanton uſe, 
To dip my arrows in thy juice. 
| Curſed plant, tis true, I ſee, 
'Th? old report that goes of thee, 
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| That with Zaum black u the earth... 

Stain'd and poiſon'd gave thee. bone. | 
And now thou wreak'# thy ancient ſpight 
On men, in whom the gods delight. 
Thy patron Bacchus, tis no wonder, 
Was brought forth in flames and thunder, 
In rage, in quarrels, and in fights, 
Worſe than his tigers, he delights ; 

In all our heaven I think there be [] 
No ſuch ill-natur'd god as he. 

Thou pretendeſt, traiterous wine, 

To be the Muſes friend and mine. 
With love and wit thou doſt begin, 
Falſe fires, alas, to draw. us in, 
Which, if our courſe we by them keep, 
Miſguide to madneſs, or to ſleep. 

Sleep were well; thoy'ſt learnt a way 

To death itſelf now to betray. 


[9] -I think there be] * T think, Crab, my dog be 
the ſoureſt-natured dog that lives.” [Shateſp, Two Gent, 
of Verona, A. II. S. 3.] Be, for am or is, was originally 
the miſtake of one node for another. It, afterwards, grew 
into credit; and ſeemed to take an air of conſiſtency / and 
regularity, when ſomebody had bethought himſelf to uſe, 
beg, in the Second Perſon, for art. Hence, what gram- 
marians call, the double form in the Indicative Preſent of 
3 Auxiliary, to be. It is, now, NY exploded. 

Ws It 
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It grieves me, when I ſee what pan NEE 
Does on the beſt of mankind wait. * 
Poets, or lovers, let them be, 

"Tis neither love nor poeſy 
Can arm againſt death's ſmalleſt _ 4 

The poet's head, or lover's heart. | 
But, when their life, in its decline, 

Touches th' inevitable line, 25 

All the world's mortal to em "oy 

And wine is aconite to men. | 
Nay, in death's hand, the e proves 
As ftrong, as thunder 1 is in Jove's.. 
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THE PRAISE OF PINDAR „ 
AN OD E: 
In Imitation of Hor ac, Od; IV. 11. 


"+ 


Is 


PiNDax : is imitable by none; 
The phoenix Pindar is a vaſt ſpecies alone. 


L] The praiſe of Pindar.] This, and the three follow- 
ing odes are in the number of thoſe, which Mr. Cowley” 


calls, Pindaric ; an exquiſite fort of poetry, to which his 
Who 
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Who &er, „ bus Dædalus, with waxen wings could nl 

| © And neither fink too low, nor ſoar too high? 
What could he, who follow'd, claim 

But of vain boldneſs the unhappy fame. 
And, by his fall, a ſea to name of IR 


* 0 
1 


Pindar's unnavigable ſon g 
Like a ſwoln flood from ſome ſteep moymtain, pour 
along : 559 GP $5772 F 


The ocean meets * ſack a voice. veal 24 
From his ee e as n 40 ocean 5 noiſe. 


2. 5A 

So Pindar does new words and E fe foul” 
Down his impetuous dithyrambic tide, 
Which in no channel deigns t bile, 
Which neither banks nor dikes controul. 
Whether th' immortal gods he Hogs, | 
In a no leſs immortal ftrainz. | 
Or the great acts of god-deſc-nded kings, 3 15 
Who in his numbers ſtill ſurvive and reign. 

Each rich embroider'd line, 

Which their triumphant brows around, 

Buy his ſacred hand, is bound, 

Does all their ſtarry diadems outſhine. 8 


eb was very ill ſuited; being, for the moſt part, careleſs, 
and, ſometimes, affectedly vulgar. — The ideas, in this ode, 


-are Gom Horace ; but the ſpirit and expreſſion, are the 
writer's own, 


4 


3. Whether 


MR . C IE.. 410 


2 A ax; bs 555 | ; a 1 | + Ys | 
Whether at Piſy s race he pleaſe 
To carve in poliſh'd verſe the conquerors images: : 
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Whether the ſwift, the ſkilful, or the ſtrong, : 
Be crowned in his nimble, artful, vigorous ſong: | 
Whether ſome. brave young man's ere N ate, 9 
In words worth dying for, he celebrate, "my 
Such mournful, and ſuch jr ROY * 
As joy to his mother's and his miſtreſs” grief affords: "79 
He bids him live and grow in fame, 1 
Among the ſtars he ſticks his name [s]; i 
The grave can but the droſs of him devour, 1 
80 was 1s death? 85 ſo 1 the poet's, ne 3 
| , e GG 217: ite 6 
Lo, how th' . wind, and fwelling air, 
The Theban ſwan [z] does upwards bear 
Into the walks of clouds, where he does play, ui 
And with extended wings opens his liquid way. | N 
[s] Among the' flars he flicks his nome]. F a j | 
e Stellis inſerere et concilio Joris,” os Hor. 0a. II, | q 
25, CowLEx. 39 : 
[] The Theban ſwan] Mr. Gray calls him, he Theban 1 
earl; but the imagery of both poets is much the ſame, 4 
< tho he inherit 1 
44 Nor the pride, nor ample pinion, n a Fl 
“That the Theban eagle bear ; 15 
* Sailing with ſupreme dominion . {6 48 
-  * Thro? the azure deep of air,” Pt # ray 
Vo L. ; | M — Whilſt, 


xs ro EMS OE 


Whilſt, alas, my tim'rous Muſe | 
Unambitious tracks purſues.; 8 ate 8 x 
#1 Does, with weak unballaſt wings, 
Aͤbout the moſſy brooks and einge; 
About the trees new · bloſſomꝰd heads, | 4" 
About the gardens painted beds, 
About the fields and flowery mae, 
And all inferior beauteous ching, 
Like the laborious bee, 

For little drops of honey flee [x], 

And EEE TRA humble ſweets eſs; har agg. 


ier: 


B Fe * _ Say 
A N O D E. | 


I. | 
\ XCELLENT Brutus, of all Hamas race 
The beſt, till nature was improw d by grace, 


[z] -e] The proper word had been Ay, if the 


rhyme would have given leave. To Fee, is properly to 
move ugh fpeed out of the away of danger; wh, t to move 


with Jpeed on WINGS. 


[w] The ſubject of this 5 ſeems to dives — 
choſen by the Poet for the ſake of venting his indig- 


Fo 11 


Till men above themſelves faith raiſed more, 
Than reaſon above beaſts, before. 
Virtue was thy life's centie, and from thenes 
Did filently and conſtantly diſpenſe 
The gentle vigorous influence 
To all the wide and fair circumference : | ; 
And all the parts upon it lean'd ſo eaſily, 3 
Obey'd the mighty force ſo willingly, 


nation againſt Seel, has been generally ſuppoſed, 
that Mr. Cowley had no ear for harmony, and even no 


taſte of elegant expreſſion. And one ſhould be apt to 


think fo, from his untuned verſe and rugged ſtyle: but 
the caſe was only this: Donne and Jonſon were the fa- 
yourite poets: of the time, and therefore the models, on 
which our poet was ambutious to form himſelf. But un- 
happily theſe poets affected harſh numbers and uncouth 
expreſſion; and what they affected, eaſily came to bè 
looked upon as beauties, Even Milton himſelf, in his 
younger days, fell into this deluſion. [See his poem on 
Shakggjuar,) But the vigour of his genius, or, perhaps, 
his courſe of life, which led him out of the high; road of 
faſhion, enabled him, in good time, to break through the 
mare of — exemplar vitiis imitabile. The court, which had 
worſe things to anſwer for, kept poor Cowley eternally 
in it. He forſook the converſation (ſays Dr. Sprat, who de- 
ſigned him a compliment in the obſervation),” But never 
f e WRT OF THE COURT, 
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That f none could diſcord. or diſorder ſee 

In all their contrariety. N a 

Each had his motion natural and e, 810 

And the whole no coe W than: u whole 
world ohne: be. | 


y * 
4 1 8 
| 
: 


| . | | 0 14 = 
From the ftri& ilk ſome think that thou didft bene 
(Miſtaken honeſt men) in Czfar's blood. 
What mercy could the tyrant's life deſerve 45 
From him, who kill'd himſelf, rather than ſerye ?, 
'The heroic exaltations of Lobd D 
Are ſo far from underſtood, „ 
We count them vice : alas, our ache fo no! 
That things, which ſwifteſt move, ſeem to ſtand till, 
We look not upon virtue in her hedge, | 
On her ſupreme idea, brave and bright, 
In the original light: mb 4 f 
But, as her beams reflected paſs 5 
Through our own nature, or ill cuſtom's n. | 
And 'tis no wonder fo, 
If, with dejected eye, 
In ſtanding pools we ſeek the ſky, 7: 
That ſtars, ſo high Wes ſhould ſeem to us below, 


3. | 
Can we ſand by and ſee 


On mother robb'd, and bound, and rayiſh'd be, 
Yet 


MR A. COWLEY. — 


Yet n not to her affltance tür, . 

Pleasd with the firength and beauty of the ra- 
viſher [E75 

Or, ſhall we fear to kin him, if beer oh 

The cancel'd name of friend he . 
| 1 Brutus do they calls? 

Ingrateful Cæſar, who could Rome enthtal ! 
In act more barbarous and unnatural | 
(In th' exact balance of true virtue tried) 
Than his ſucceſſor Nero's parricide ! 

There's none, but Brutus, could deſerre 
That all men elſe ſhould with to ſerve, 2 
And Czfar's ufurpt place to him ſhould proffer; 
Nor one can deſerve t, but 4 who would xefpls the 
ALT? offer. | | 


_ This | is well put. But piety to the other x not 
gi all regard for the mother's jozs.. Nothing con: 
tributed ſo much, as the aſſaſſination of the firſt Cæſar, to 
bring on all thoſe tragedies, with which the gloomy and 
unappeaſable jealouſy of his ſucceflors, afterwards, filled 
the Roman annals. The queſtion is not, what Cæſar 
deſerved, but what the true intereſt of the Roman people 
Nw For in theſe caſes, as Macbeth well obſerves, 

— * we but teach 
t Bloody inſtructions, which, being taught, return 
8 my thi inventor” IE A. I. S. viii. 
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Ill fate afſum'd a body. — t alfticht, 55 
And wrapt itſelf i th terrors of the ni 
Dll meet thee at Philippi, ſaid the right; - 

Fil meet thee there, ſaidit thou, 

With ſuch a voice, and ſuch a {gh 

As put the trembling ghoſt to ſudden fight; 3 

It vaniſh'd, as a taper's light 

Goes out, when ſpirits appear in 6 
One would have thought, t had heard * et 


crow, 
Or ſeen her well- appointed ar. 120 
Come i the eaſtern hill afar . 
Nor durſt it ilippi s field appear, 
But unſeen attack d thee there. 
Had it preſum'd in any ſhape thee to oppoſe, 
Thou wouldſt have forc'd it back upon thy foes z 
Or flain't, like Cæſar, though it be. 
A conqueror, and a monarch, migheen far, dus be. 
i 
What joy can human things to us afford, 
When we ſee periſh thus, by odd events, 
Ill men, and wretched accidents, | 5 
The beſt cauſe, and beſt man that ever r drew a a ſword? i 
Lo] —aulern hill qfur.] 
Tim down the eaſtern cliſſs afar, - 


« Hyperion's march erfand glitt ring bog of war ” 
ray. 


When 


MR. A. COWLEY. 
When we ſee 
The falſe Oavins, and wild Antony, 
| God-like Brutus, conquer thee 5 | 
What can we ſay, but thine own tragic word, 
That virtue, which had worſhip'd been by thee 
As the moſt ſolid good, and greateſt deity, 
By this fatal proof became 
An idol only, and a name? 
2355 Hold, noble Brutus, and reſtrain 
The bold voice of thy generous diſdain: 
| Theſe mighty gulphs ate yet 
Too deep for all thy judgement and thy wits 


The time's ſet fofth already, which ſhall quell : 


Stiff reaſon; when it offers to rebell ; 
Which theſe great ſecrets mall unſeal, 
And new philoſophies reyeal; _ 


167 


A few. years more, ſo ſoon hadſt thou not de 


Would have confounded human virtue's pride; 
And ſhew'd thee a God crucified; 
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. 
* 3 of hloſophy 5 
Leah Lp es 
But all are bodies dead, 25 e 
Or bodies, by art faſhioned; 


I never yet the living ſoul could ſee, 
But in thy books, and. thee. - 5 
is only God can Kno-] 
Whether the fair idea chou doſt 157 
5 55 intirely with his own, o 8 
This I dare boldly tell, 1 


3 Bf Tis 65 like truth, *ewill ferve 6 our torn. as well 001. 0 


- 
"+34 $03 as. 


. {a} Mr. en was, at this time, the obiloſopher in 
faſhion : and Mr. Cowley ſpeaks the faſhionable, rather 
than his < own ſenſe. of him; as appears from the exag- 
gerated ſtrain of his panegyric, However, he does but 
juſtice to the vigour of his.ſenſe, and. the manly elegance 
of his ſtyle: for the latter of which qualities, chiefly,. his 
philoſophic 1 writin gs are now valuable. 

[- . F 10 Fg dare boldly tell, 
775 Jo lite truth, "twill ferwe our turn as avell,] The writers 
Ba ne is a Poet: but this was rather zoo boldly ſaid. 


» 5 
* 
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fy 24 i ; 
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A. COWLEY:' 23 


Juſt, as in nature, thy proportions be, 
As full of concord, their variety ; 

As firm the parts upon their centre reſt; 
And all fo ſolid are, that they at leaſt, 
As much as nature, emptineſs deteſt. 


7H 
Long did the mighty Stagirite retain 2 

The univerſal intellectual reign, 

Saw his own country's ſhort-liv'd leopard gain [4 }; 
The ſtronger Roman-eagle did outfly [eh 

Oftner renewed his age, and ſaw that die ; 


Mleccha itſelf, in ſpight of Mahomet, poſſeſod U / * 
And, chas'd by a wild deluge: from the e 


1e Ariſtotle; ſo 1 from bes town - Stagira, 
where he was born, fituated near the bay of Strimon i in 
Macedonia. Cow EV. 

[4] Outlaſted the Grecian empire, which, in the viſions 
of Daniel, is repreſented by a leopard, with four wings 
upon the back, and four heads, chap. vii. 6. CowLevy. 

le] Was received even beyond the bounds of the Roman 
empire, and out- lived it. CoWLE T. | 

[F}-For Ariſtotle's | philoſophy was in great eſteem 
among the Arabians or Saracens; witneſs thoſe many ex- 
cellent books upon him, or according to his principles, 

_ written by Averroes, Avicenna, Avempace, and divers 
otheks. In fpight f Mahomet : becauſe his law, being 
1 to the a humour of thoſe: people he had 
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His monarchy new planted, in the Weſt⸗ 


But, as in time each great imperial pace | 17 | 


Degeneratey, and gone ſome new one >” 


Sunk by er from Saad, - 


And in the ſchool- mens hands it periſh'd: quite at laſts 


Then nought, but words, it grew, 
And thoſe, all barbarous, too: 
It periſh'd, and it vaniſh'd there, 


The life and foul, brouc'Cout, þ became but empty | 


air. 1845 


* © 

. 1 

* \ — o 5 - * . % > ay 
9 . 


The fields, Aich eteepd wat the {irs plonghs 


Spent and out · worn, return ns Harveſt! now, 


In barren age wild and unglorious ls, f 
ein CF fa p roma 


„ 3 


if 


' Unleſs 1 new ar we e plant. ks = 


We ny up toinbs with fcritegions hands 3 


firſt to deal 1 5nd aiming oaly: at gientabls of TY 
pire by the ſword, forbids. all the ſtudies of learning ; 
which (nevertheleſs) flouriſhed admirably under the Sa- 


racen monarchy, and continued ſo, till it was extin 


with, that empire, by the inundation of the Turks; and 
ther nations. Meccha is the town in Arabia hes | 
Mahomet was born. CowikE v. E 9 W 
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MR. A. COWLEY. mY 


Old rubbiſh we remove 3 Nets alls 
To walk in ruins, like vain ghoſts, we ae 
And with fond divining wands E 
We ſearch among the dead : 
For W e 0 % ne 
80 many virgin mines of nerd Tc ; 


And ſlender-bmb'd Mediterranean Y 
Seem narrow creeks to thee; and only fit 
For the poor wretched fiſher-boats of wit. 
e 
| — gs NE HA 08 een, 
Tilt unknown regions it deſcries, | 

Thou w_ Columbus of the nn lands of new 15 
ieee ies | ers 


[8] Firgala diving, + ora divining OE, is a ; two-forked 5 
branch of an hazel- tree; which. is uſed for the finding out 
either of veins, or hidden treaſures. of gold or filver; and 
being earried about, bends downwards (or rather is ſaid ta 
do ſo) when it comes to the place where they'lye. Co. 
„ | 


51 All the navigation of the ancients wee an "thats 
ſeas; they ſeldom- ventured into the ocean; and when 


A 


r 
55 | | Thy 


"I'S 


* r M0 us or 


by taſk was hiker: 8 than liz 
” For thy learn'd America is 
Not only, found our firſt by wee, N 
| 2 rudely left to future induſtry; ;; Z( 
But thy eloquence, and thy wit, 
| _ U N baten and civilizd; it 


4 4 7 2 
0 ; 
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6. it; 
1 little thought. before, 
. (Nor being my ownlſelf ſo poor, 
Could comprehend ſo vaſt a ſtore) 
That all the wardrobe of rich r 

Could have afforded half enougkjʒ; ; 

Of bright, of new, and laſting ſtuff, 
Tocloathe the mighty limbs of thy gigantic ſenſe 2105 
Thy ſolid reaſon, like tlie ſtiield from heaven © ; 
| To. the Trojan hero * eee 

1 The meaning is, that bie notions are is new, and 

o great, that T did not think it had been poffible to have 


found out words to expreſs them clearly; as no watd- 
i tobe can furniſh cloaths to fit a body taller and bigger 


than ever any was before; for the cloaths were 8 ac- ; 
_ cording to ſome meaſure that then was. CowWIE v. 
e] See the excellent deſcription of this ſhield, nde 
a Vulcan, at the requeſt of Venus, for her To _— 
A the end of the eighth bock of the Eneid, 
Let chypei non enarrabile texrum; 0 
bees was graven all the TORR _ "Cover. 
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Too BC U h EE any. mortal dart, 
Yet ſhines with gold and gems in every 
And wonders en it ray y'd by the kind Rod of 
art; e deni 3308 *. 


A ſhield* that gives delight dg aud 8 
4 NAA 2/4 85 18 iq e E 
ven to the enemies fight, * © © 
Then, when A EE] re ſure to loſe tho combat by: t 15 
85 5 1 * „„ * 
| 55 70 5 165 8 822 1 85 Ae 
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Nor e can Co funk now _ age. 5h Wes 
| Upon thy reverend head, a2: e e 
Quench or allay the noble fires within; 
But all which thou haſt e 6. 
And all chat youth can be, thou: rt e 
So fully ſtill qoſt thou 5 
Enjoy the manhood, and the bloom of wit, 


7 A 


And, all the natural heat, but not che fever, too. | 


WIT 


So contraries on. 


89 
4 
f 


Here hoary frofts, and, by them breaks « out fire 171 | 


od; bus . nile hood 4" 


=o: == to ſs the funk . „ who pre- 


ſumed, wich very unequal arms, to try the temper of that 


magie ſhield; which time and common ſenſe, however, 


have at length diſenchanted.... + 


Ln] So contraries an AEina's top] By * 25 frofts on 
And. tap, a compariſon only, and not enlarging directly 
on the, contrary qualities of cold and heat, taken ſometimes 
in the literal ſenſe, and ſometimes in the metaphorical, the 


A ſecure 


_ ws. tr > Ic. 
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A ſecure peace the faithful neighbours. keep, 
Tu exboldoad hon noxtte:the-ame does leer. 
poet has 8 in a . oe * Gas 
Mr. Addiſon calls it), in which he ſo much Wege and 
delighted. The fire of Hobbes genius, brea king out under 
the /now of his gray hairs, might have been ſet i in ſo many 
different lights by our ingenious author, and have been 
worked up by him into ſuch a variety of amuſing con- 
traſts, that the temperate uſe of his darling _ in this 
inſtance, deſerves our commendation, | 
[=] The deſcription of the neighbourhood of fire EE 
ſnow upon Etna (but not the application of it), is imi- 
tated out of Claud. I. i. de Raptu Pro. | 
« Sed quamvis nimio fervens exuberet æſtu, 
 «.Scit-niyibus, feryare fidem, pariterque favillis 
„ Dureſcit glacies, tanti ſecura W e 
* Arcano defenſa gelu, fumoque fideli | 
„ Lambit contiguas innoxia flamma pruinas,” 
Where, methinks, is ſomewhat of that which Seneca ob- 
jects to Ovid, Neſcivit quod bent ceſfit relinquere, When 
be met with a fancy that pleaſed him, he could not find 
in his heart to quit, or ever to have done with it, Tacitus 
Has the like expreſſion of Mount Libanus, Præcipuum 
montium Libanum, mirum diftu, tantos. inter ardores opacum, 
fidumque nivibus 3 ſhady among ſuch great heats, and 
faithful to the ſnow; which is too poetical for the proſe 
deen of a romance, much more of an hiſtorian,” ou 
Ry Ain 
gSumma cana jugo eohibet (mirabile dic) 
5 ale flammis glaciem, æternoque . 


And, 


MR. OA. 2COWBBY. 


of) Nature, and cauſes, we ſhall foo Ge ce. 
That thus it needs muſt be, | 

To things immortal time ean do no wrong, 4 

And war ed never is % wt for. ever maſt be 
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115 * AND FAME. 
N fene K 12 


on H you thou. nothing's s younger brother 11 1 

ä Solikeathatonepighs take one ar theater! 
+Noqay et tn 

10 Ai e e fiat vertioe N „ 
Collis hyems, calidaque nivem 2 fuvilla,” 
See likewiſe Seneca, Epiſt. 79. COWLEY. : i 
(o] Becauſe nothing preceded it, ſhoe I — all 
being; which perhaps is the ſenſe of the diſtinction of 
days 1 in the ſtory. of the creation; night ſignifying the pri- 
vation, and day, che ſubſequent. being, from whence the 
evening is placed firſt, Gen. i. . And the evening and 
the morning were the firſt day.“ LOSES. COIN 
{p] O Gifs, thou nothing's younger brother ! | þ 
8 like, that one might take. one for the. other 1 io e. . Hin ef 
than nothing, but, as being come of nothing, is wery like it. Mr. 
— Cowley's poetry (as here). is often much disfigured: by the 
| Le affectation of wit and familiarity, He would ſay an 
8 What's 


— 
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We no fach nie Gitti 10 —.— 4 

As tis, to beg or, not to be. 
Dream of &/ſhadow 5]! a reflection, made 
From the falſe glories of the gay reflected bow [r), 
Is a more ſolid "NG than thou. 


addons 9 in a 3 5 Pug was 
the court: dea, in his time, , of * fling» # like a gentleman, 2 
[z] Ti & Tis, 4 8 rig; Ludg fs Abe 7O-... Pin 
What is ſomebody, or what is nobody? Man 7 the dream of a 
Jhadow,. CowneEY..: i basl % n s Ei mail {fs 
[+]. The diſtin&ions-of the {hoolmen/ may be bnd 
to cobwebs (I wean many of them, bor ſome are better 
woven) either becauſe of the too much ſineneſs of the 
work, which makes it light, and able to catch only little 
creatures; or becauſe they take not the materials from 
nature, but ſpin; it out of themſelves. COoWIE YT 
I Dream 7 a ſhadow /] Juſtly admired by Plutarch 
as a moſt ingenious and expreſſive. ee e Vol. ii. 
P · 104. ed. Xyland. Par. 1624. us Vt; (oh > 3 nt 150 * 
[ The xainbewv is in itſelf of no colour; ; thoſe chit 
pron cat reflections of an fan's light: Rn 
Wut ns off n 
4b bt Mille trabix warde fole Gloss Ns 10 42 
as is evident by artificial rainbows; and yet this ſhadow, 
<his almoſt nothing, makes ſometimes another rainbow 
but not i: e or N rg by reflection. Cowrzr. 


LX * "+ A TIRED . 77 m4} 
, WW; _— : : * Vain 
. _ L ; 
ie e . 


* e ika daß Which 400 provdly 
7 | +200 W000 204 ee 
ws N bez Ai 
Vet canſt nor wave nor wind ſuſtains -/. 
1. — and o 'orheles iii endleſt oceans 
nn. beg Ala an mort 
1 Gul g. - io SS 64 oa . 
And with whit rare inventions do we wire; 
ODarſswes chen to furvive? 
Wiſs, fabrle ats, end ſuch as well bet 
That nothing man's no wit. a 
[#] Iſthmus is a neck of land that divides a kth 
from the continent, and is betwixt two ſeas, TM db 
dun. In which manner this narrow allage- of 600 
vides the paſt time from the future; and ig at laſt 
lowed ur p into eternity. Gow- I... 
WE 22 betwixt #wo etrrnities 1 A ſublime idea, 


which lay unnoticed in bmi ah Vir My."Popy * 
rl into obſervation! | 


& Placed on din ebnen of dee, 


„Ag darkly wiſe 1d widely „ 
Eff. on Man, Bp. i 3. 


Not bur our Fides pos had inis eye, alfo; on 
M. Paſcal qu eſt: ce 


« neant, un milieu entre rien et tout. I eſt infiniment 
« Eloigné des deux extremes; et ſon tre neſt moins diſ- 
| 4 du neant- d od il eſt dire, e de Yinfiniod il ef 
| englouti. Fenſtes, c. xxii. 


1 1. 


A. G w IE V. my 


que homme dans la nature? 
Un neant à Tegard de Yinfini, un tout à Pegard du 


Som. 


— 


_ b 
- * E 
* * 9 . PR — 
1 — * — 2— * * 2 5 * „ 0 am rr IT Y Lew 2 a 5 — 8 7 2 — 3 
= ah — - - — n 8 LD G * 22 SY $ £ Hg 2 — 8 — a 2. BEE bay > —ũ 
— 95 — , —_ u * — n N a . . pe 9 EN S MET "2 — = * = — — 2 g OPT EY * 3 
ters ty; ca > 2 is, 88 E : \ FO 5 3 8 g IS ha; 2h 6 3 cod," p re _— — * 0 0 eri — — r SIC Sr *. 2 — 1 2 —. 
= 2 3 — Ty 2 e ** 2 5 8 3 r 3 2 4 1 5 1 G CESS LET UT og ones” ORE". , ry . — I es 5 . —— * 
* q 7 ” * : AION 045 F 5 1 = P * 8 l ES p — £243 - n 4 — — a py b f * Wee - 
2 wg; LAs Fo = ER 4 On 2 - >, . --20. 0 mt <<" == o0, L298 — 0 * "I * 4 4 W 3 9 5 7 g 8 5 2 d , 2 2 Y ö . : : by” . ”. 
8 E ͤ Rn oi ORE 2. We Pon —9 5 rer A i: fe n — « 8 
pony = po * wb? EF 4 * oy Cy > - 2 v2 4 - . 3 3 8 - 
——e- - 22 9 4 Fe N * ag * - 


—— — 


1 P Ou A OF 


Some with vaſt coſtly tombs would purchaſe i ow 
Bak by che proofs of death, pretend to live. 
Here lies the great Falſe marble; where? d 
Nothing but ſmall and ſordi& duſt lies there. 
Some build enormous mountain- palaces, 
e The fools and architects to pleaſe: 
A laſting life in well-hewn ſtone they rear: 
So he, who on thi Egyptian ele 05 
Was ee ſo many eee ee [ 


FAT 


* at gh 27 1 is 115{44+ 6 its} 35 1 hs Seger 


His . 12 law [al an higher,place do does TY 
In the ſeraphic entity ot dag hr. S e Ne 
5b Pome 28 che & cat; 217 33 \ J IS 012 FAI. 
4 8331 2 eats 3 $y 97 | 1 &8S TALE : 

5 Ft 17579 3 that js, oh. 13 which” ' cures Hugh 

8 at and contemn. om v. 1. 8 W 1 th 

bel Cree obe daughter Joi Was e ve 


8 Pee AN alliance fa 
4 I eee 
e e 


© to Pom- 
Uto the Ja ed I (NA 


never, to, Nahe. e ger 
8 Ended... OWLEY 8 r Ke TIT 
Fe: His 7 1 1 This, aga in, is PINK ng 
Mt Oats ws more ahh ehe 
wh Gas £18; oe 24.78 DIGGS n p< 


rad * 42 It * 8 N all Pie 10 
ical,” jntetlettual, "yninte e 
— — ' a a 1 * Nr be 9 
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ib | 


: * ſophiſtry i 18 apparent. 8 C In the plate of 
in M name, /ub/tantially, that is, td good Putpdſe, "If the 
mind, be of. uſe in exciti poſterity, or 5 rp, to 
Phe of Berg vy 
5 N 2 ” We 
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"He, finee chat top;his deartifatyt v4.1 7 
ths fill all mouths, and breatkes it all Alerts blealll. 
Tis true, the two imfnortal . recen i 

But, o ye learned men, explain, 
What eſſence, what exiſtence this, ind 8 A 
What ſubſtance, what r ri wine were 
In fix poor letters is?: 10 
In thoſe alone does the West Cefar Pn: G 
Tis all the conquer'd world could Swe! 


(e — - that. toy, 2 z. Called a 0% becauſe the 
play-thing of every declaimer, from that time to this, and 
by paſſing throitgh ſo many hands, morè inſtrumental to 
the propagation of Cæſar ; re, than all the "Un of 
bus life. 

12 Lan l, tad) Th rely: rice vn 
po bumous fame, is well enough placed in a pom, or de- 
clamation: but we are a little ſurprized to find ſo grave. a 
writer, as Mr. W 7 oiditoh* > diverting Himſelf wirll it . Jeg In 
* reality (fays he) the may is Hot known'ever'the more to 

ſterity, becauſe his name ig tranſmitted to them? bo 
be 880 ite becatife his; _ does.” When it is ſaid, | 

eg ſubdued Gaul, beat Pompey, changed the 

Nuchan commonwealth, * Kc. — Rel," J Mar. Siet. v. 
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Clare and then ſee whether that great man do not kve 


impreſſion, which thoſe twp immortal Hllables make oh the 


C love and imitation o 0˙ $ virtue. 
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we poets, madder yet than all, 
With a tefin'd fantaſtic vanity, OV 
Think, we not only have, but give ami. P 
Fain would I ſee that. prodigal, © 
Who his to-morrow. would beſto⸗x 
For.all old Homer's e ſince he died, ein gun. 


eee. 


* , Og 
Ac 3 SEPTIMIUS: | 
Out of CArbirvs. Ln 


ruILST on bete pang le af = 
(Meaning nothing Jeſs Wi ls : 
| ſds leaw'd her loving head, ee 170 ig 
Thus the Pleas d W i: ja 1 £309 7 


My dexre Acme, if 1 be OY 0 eee a 
Once alive, and love not . VE 5 its 2 We 
With a paſſion far above .. _ 85 e, 
All that cer was called doves.. eee waa 
In a Libyan defert may. 1205 33 be 
& become ſome Hon's pays, Peg Sf . 


MR. A. COWLE TI. 


Let him, Acme, let him tear . 
My breaſt, when Acme is not chere. 0 


The god of love, who tocd to hear him, ks 
{The god of loye was always near 5 OT 
Pleas'd and tickled with the ſound, 
Sneez'd aloud ; and all around 
The little loves, that waited vs. | 
Bow'd. and bleſoc the Tory e Sg 
Acme, inflam'd with what he >a 5 
Rear'd her gently-bendirlg head, 

And, her purple mouth with } Joy - 
Stretching to the delicious boy, ID 
Twice (and twice could ſcarce ſuffice) 


She kife'd his drunken, rowling eyes 1. NM 
419 T7: 


'My little life, my all (faid ſhe), 
So may we ever ſervants 3 
To this beſt god; and ne'er retain ä 
Our hhted liber 88 te | 
So may thy paſſion laſt for me, 
As I a paſſion have for thee, _ 
Greater and fiercer much than can F 
Be conceiv'd by thee, a man. © 
Into my marrow is it gone, 
Fix'd and ſettled in the bone, 
It reigns not only in my heart, 
; he runs, like life, through ev'ry part. 
| "0s 


—— 2 — 


Of little Nobes“ that waited by, 
Bow'd, and bleſs'd the augury. 


This good omen We Cops heaven; del B 


"To. reward him, if it be he; ee 1910, 
With ſuch a huſband, ſuch a wire e, See . o 3 
With Aeme's and Septimius . ; 


182 Y OO M Ss OT 


She ſpoke; the god of love, aloud, 
Sneez d again, and all the crowd _ 


N . 


Like a happy ſignal, given, | 
Their loves and lives (all hey) embrace, 1 
And hand in hand run all the race. 10 


To poor Seprimius (ho did Now. 080 | © ; 


Nothing elſe but Acme pon: 6) boo myo 339g 7 
Acme's boſom was alone 75 

The whole world's irbperial throne, ol bak 
And to faithful Acme's mind Ho > 2931 2110 
Septimius Was 1 human eee s bysns baibn 


yy} 


F | 


If the 3 3 00 to "SIN 
But advis'd for once by me, 


OT "ow 


7 e 1 4 7 
23e 4 


Td adviſe them, When dee 775 
Any illuſtrious piety, 


To reward her, if it be ne; 400 


#944 14 8 N 
s 


EI 1 971 
* 8 


le = fuck a ; huſband, ſuch a wife] It is to be obſerved, 


\ 3 5 honour of our author's morals, and good taſte, that, 


2 this little deviation from his Maas he has AY verted 


2 th 


„r. An. AE 165 

"he rol WIGS boy h ject af 

THE COMPLAIN wn. 

1 N a doep enn intelleQual bene, 2nl 

Beneath a bower for ſorrow mades,;- Ys 64 

Th'. uncomfortable ſhade, IB 27 w_ 115 

Of the black yew's unlucky green, 15 

Mix'd with the mourning willow's ee grey, 2 

Where reverend Cam cuts out his famous hb: 

The melancholy Cowley Jaya mood 2 

And lo! a Muſe appear'd to his closd fight, T 

(The Muſes oft in lands of viſion play) 4 
Bodied, array d, and ſeen by an internal hal... 

A golden harp, with filver ſtrings, ſhe + 
A wondrous hicroglyphic robe _ _—_ 31] 


1 - ; 


a looſe love-poem 1 into A fober e SE We 5 
all the grace, and, what is wo all the warmth of Ca- 
tullus, without his indecency. 

(F] The plan of this poem is highly poctical:; . 
though the numbers be not the moſt pleafing, the ex- 
preſſion i is almoſt everywhere natural and beautiful. But 
its principal charm is that air of melancholy, thrown over 

12 whole, ſo expreſſive of the poet's character. 

The "addreſs of the writer is ſeen in convey ing his juſt 

injroachia on the court, under a 2 Nr r of 


it 0 the 2 4 
2 H. 7 N 4 | R In 


— * 


1 „ 1 0% 


* In which all colours and. all figures Wera, % 
That nature or that fancy can ame, anom 
bat art can nevet imitate;;;: 

And with looſe pride it wanton'd in the air, 
In ſuch a dreſs, in ſuch a well-cloath'd _" 
She us d, of. old, near fair Iſmenus 1 
Pindar her 'Theban favourite to meet; | 
A crown was on her anc ow . were on. ate 
| « 229570 Tth feet. re rod | 
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Rs | OO ON 87 % As, 
„ The ſhaken ſtrings metodiouſly reſound. 
Art thou return'd at laſt, ſaid ſhe, 
To this forſaken place and me? 
Thou prodigal, who didſt ſo looſely — 
Of all thy youthful years, the. good eſtate 3” 
Art thou return'd here, to repent too late? 
And gather huſks of learning up at laſt, 
Now the rich harveſt- time of life is pl, 
+ 3 And winter marches on ſo faſt? 
But, when T meant © adopt thee for uy fon, 
And did'as learri'd a portion affign, WP 
As ever any of the mighty Nine or 
OM © Had to their deareſt children done; 


* 
r 3 1 g -N 
S434 £ 5 
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When I reſobꝰd t exalt thy? ancin6e name, 5 
Among the ſpiritual lords [g] of peaceful fame; 


Thou . thou, ef 4 ag noiſe and 


how, D SN 2 jc) Len 1 0 

Wouldſt into courts and cities rein me po; 

Wouldſt fee the world abroad, and have a are 

In all the follies and the tumults there, 7 157 

Thou wouldft, forſooth, be ſomething in a , 

And buſineſs thou wouldſt find, and wouldſt create; 
Buſineſs! the frivolous pretence 

Of human luſts, to ſhake off innocence ; 

| Buſineſs! the grave impertinence: 

Buſineſs! the thing which I of all things hate, 


Buſineſs ! the contradietion bf 1 8 fate. 


1 


"et, N VI 


if} DIS? n 3. "£5 
Go, 3 caſt up thy account, 
And fee to what amount 
Thy fooliſh gains by quitting me: 
The ſale of knowledge, fame, and _ 
The fruien of 2 p e e 


[s] — Sbivitugt . Allading to — "Os of the 
Houſe, of Lords— the Lords Spiritual and Temporal. The 


poet, on this and many other occaſions, 11 hin | own 


definition of true wit by negatives - 
_***Tis not, when #2vo . auords wake a . 
: 27 S3t. i. 6. 


1 Wann 
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Thou thought af one theouddlicdibrm werepiſt, 
All thy remaining life ſhould fun-ſhine- __ 
Behold,>the/public ſtorm is ſpent nn: 


The de is toſt at ſea no more, 1981 
And thou, with all the noble company; HU 555 8 TF 
| Art got at laſt to ſhore!” I 7 = ( nod 1 


But, whilſt thy fellow-voyagers I ſee 


And upon all the quicken'd ground, 


* 


All march'd up to poſſeſs the promis d land, 


Thou ſtill alone (alas) doſt gaping ſtand, 
Upon the naked beach, 1 87 the barren W 


% 4 ) 

4% » 2 — 4 o 7 7 7 

13 1088 , 1 1 r* 1 - — * . 
oo 4.4 1200 2444 4144 * 7 I 45 4 


” 742086 1 Tr hi! b (18 03:5 | 5 1K os 14 
| As a fair morning 'of the blefled f qiring, Ob nts 
After a ns ftormy "night: 
Such was the glorious entry of Gu r ki wg 
Enriching n moiſture drop'd on every thi 5 
Plenty! he ſow d below, and caſt about b 15 . ; 
But then (alas) to thee alone, T7 | 
Oe of old Gideon 8 miracles was ee 2 
For every tree, and every herb around, 
With pearly dew was crown'd, 
The fruitful ſeed of heaven did brooding le, 15 
And nothing but the Mufe's 8 fleece was e 
It did all other threats ſurpaſs, 


When God to his own people . 


182 
1 


gen! he 


NMR A. COWLE T. 285 


(The men, e —__ lang A 1 
led) innen VIS 
That he 0 give them n na + heaven of bras 
They look'd up to that heaven in vain, | 
That bounteous heaven, which God did. nor een, 
* che moſt to ſhine and win. 


The Rachel 55 for which. twice Fed years and 


W 5 
Thou didſt with faith and labour ſerve, 
And didſt (if faith and labour can) deſerve, 
Though ſhe, contracted was to thee, 
Giv'n to another thou didſt fee; oe. 
Giv'n, to ans other, who had ſtore fs | Fg 2 
Of fairer, and & richer wives, before; 5 
And not 4 Leah left, 815 recompenee to be. 
IJ wice ſeven years more, God i in "His 558 mar : 
| Give thee, to fling a away wat 3 RD wa chin 


Into the court's deceitful lotte | 
But think how likely *tis, that neu, 


With the dull work of thy unweildy Nagy: 


Shouldſt in a hard and barren ſeaſon thrive, 
: Shouldſt even able be to Rye; 


> 1 
1 


15 The Rachel] | The hs of the beende 
"Thou, 
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Thou, to whoſe ſhare fo little bread did fall, 


In the miraqulous year, when manna rain'd on all. 


een un t vin en 
Thus 38 a Muſe, = 1 ** Py 8 a Anke, | 
That ſeem'd at once to pity and revile. 
And to her thus, raifing his thoughtful * 
The melancholy Cowley faid ; 
Ah wanton foe, doſt thou — 1 
The ills, which thou thyſelf haſt made? 2; 


When, in the cradle, innocent. I lay, 


Thou, wicked ſpirit, ſtoleſt me ee 168 yl] 
And my abuſed. foul. didſt hear n AISLE U 4+: 
Into thy new-found worlds, I deen uwe, 
Thy golden Indies in che air 2 1 ad] 
And ever ſince I ſtrive in Vain eil 
My raviſh'd freedoni to regainz 
Still I rebel, ftill thou doſt eien 5 28 
4 fill in verſe againſt thee I complain. 
There is a ſort of ſtubborn weeds, 
Which, if the earth but once, it ever breeds. 
No whole ſome herb can near them n 
No vſeful plant can keep n 
The {Rn ſports I did on thee beſtow, . 2 58 3 
Make all my art and labour fruitleſs now; "qt 
Where once ſuch Fairies uns no erde doth 


ever grow. 4 16 5 44 


Wu - — Z0 1 1, e. no graſs which turns to profit, 
F. When 


* Tg * & 


.* 
* > — do as 4 * * — 1 | 
c MR. A-COWLEY 89 
1 7 8 0 .” ö 9 
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When my new 7 mind had 1 no infubon known, 


That ever fince 1 Aly try 38 roy e. l 
To waſh away th? inherent dye: r eng 
Long work perhaps may ſpoil thy colours quite, 
But never will reduce the native white: 
To all the ports of honbur and of ein 
J often ſteer my eourſe in vainn 
Thy gale comes croſs; and drives me bac again. 
Thou ſlack' neſt all my nerves of induſtry, © 
By making them ſo oft to bñʒee 
The tinkling firings of thy ee 
Whoever this werld's' happineſs would ſve, | /: | 
Muft as entirely caſt off the, 
As they, who only heaven defirez” 7 lat”? 
"Do per World retiree for eG 
NG nit to rest ole 
The p poet alludes, i in this verſe, to the 1 = whickz 
are ſometimes found in paſture - grounds, and, according 
to the philofopby of the country-people, ang occaſioned | 
by fairies dancing upon them. He bad his ls 
eee e ec 5 
ue e that 
= By moon-ſhine do che green ſour ringlew make, 
E Whereof the ewe wot bites — 
3 e A. v. S. i. 
= EE, . This 
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This was my error, this my groſs: miſtake, | 
Myſelf a demy-votary to make. 
Thus, with Sapphira and her huſband's 8 

(A fault which I, like them, am taught too a0 
For all that I gave up, I nothing gain, wal; 
And periſh for the part which I retain, | 


TIL | ud eder ody oh 
Teach me not, then, o thou fallacious Muſe, 
The court, and better king [4], Y accuſe ;. 
The heaven, under which I live, is Kang NN 
The fertile ſoil will a full harveſt bear; | 
Thine, thine, is all the barrenneſs; if "FRY 
Mak'ſt me fit ſtill and fing; when I ſhould death. : 
When I but think, how many. a, tedious hog 
© Our patient ſovereign did attend 
His long misfortunes fatal end! 
How chearfully, and how exempt from fear, 
On the Hb ns s will he 9 Tar 3 


2 
1 — ee FRE i. e. Wy ok in TEL, own "blanks, than 


. the court [his miniſters,] would allow him to be. The 


. ſuppoſition was decent, but not true. The miniſter-of 
chat time was juſt, nay generous, to our poet. [See Lord 
© Clarengon's Life, Part i. 16,}:... but, unluckily, the _ g 
patrons were the miniſter's moſt determined _— ; 

the mean time, the better ling cared neither fo r the mi- 
5 es, nor the poet. 


I ought 


MN A? OO or. 41 


I ought to be accurs d, if L refuſe 
To wait on his, o thou fallacious Muſe! - 50 
Kings have long hands (they fæy) z. and cough l be 
S6:diftant, they may reach at length to me. 
However, of all princes, thou 
Should ſt not reproach-rewards, for being dalle & 
flow; 
Thou, who rewardeſt but with popular breath, 


e that yoo, ater denn. 
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© her den brated, who had the fortune to be equally eſteetn- 
eck by th "Kt Poet and beſt divine of her doe, t r 90 
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Where ſtill thy malice moſt of all 
(Thy malice or thy luſt) does on the faireſt fall i 
And in them moſt affault the faireſt place, 
The throne of empreſs beauty, ev'n the face? 
There was enough of that here te aſſwage 
(One would have thought) either thy luſt or rage; 
Was't not enough, when thou, prophane diſeaſe, 

Didſt on this glorious temple ſeize ; 

Was't not enough, like a wild zealot, there, 

All the rich con ornaments to tear, 

Deface the innocent pride of beauteous images? 
Was't not enough thus rudely to defile, 

But thou muſt quite deſtroy, the goodly pile? 
And thy unbounded ſacrilege commit 

On th' inward holieſt holy Cn] of her wit? 
Cruel diſeaſe | There thou miſtook' thy power; 

No mine of death can that devour, | 
On her embalmed name it will abide 


An everlaſting pyramide, 


As high as heay* n the top, as carth the baſis wide, 


2. 
All ages paſt record, all countries now, 
In various Lin, fuch oe ws beauties _— 


L* bolieft hoy] I wiſh the poet had 60 this al- 
| That 


* - 
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That ew n judge Paris Tn] would ee 
On; whom the golden apple to beſto w/m 
Though goddeſſes to his ſentence did bee 
Women and lovers would appeal from it: 
Nor durſt he ſay, of all the feinale race, 4 
. -» This is the ſovereign fdce. WY 
And une {though theſe be of a kind FR AS 4! 
That's much, ah, much leſs frequent, e 9 
So equally. retowii'd for virtue are, 17 
That it the mother of the gods mig ight ity 
When the beſt woman for her grid 8 L 
But, if Apollo ſhould deſign 
A woman laureat to Wale 
Withbut diſpute he would Orinda 1 5 
"on Sappho and the famous Nine £22 3%.) 
e and did repine. þ nt 2001EÞ 
a princeſs. or à queen, „ 
Is 1 but tis à greatneſs always. teen z * * 
The world did never at two women 5 22 


Who, one by fraud, th? other by wit, did riſe 


Le] —judge Paris] Familiar, again, or _ RN 
leſque ; quite out of ſeaſon. ' 

[9] Alluding to the introduction of the ſtatue of Oben 
into Roine : Liv. l. xxix. The goddeſs, indeed, had a long. 
train of Roman matrons for ber attendants; ” But: as the” 
hiſtorian tells the ſtory, ſhe ehoſe the be? man in Rome 
for her 20%; not the beft woman, for her guide: Whether 
the poet forgot himſelf, or purpoſely falſified the 1 for j 
the fake of his application; I Knotr not. 
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To the: to tops of ſFirivinb' dignities [o. 
One e nne enn oo nom. 


E 
Of female poets, who had names of — 
Nothing is ſhown, but only told; 
And all we hear of them perhaps may be 
Male-flattery only, and male- poetry. 
Few minutes did their beauties lightning waſte, | 
The thunder of their voice did longer AY 
But that, too, ſoon was paſt. | 
The certain proofs of our Orinda's Wit, 
In her own laſting characters are writ; 
And they will long my praiſe of them . 
Though long perhaps, too, that may live. 

The trade of glory manag'd by the pen, 
Though great it be, and every where is found, 
Does bring in but fall profit to us men; 
*T'is by the number of the ſharers drown'd, _ 
Orinda, on the female coaſts of fame, 
MONET all the goods of a poetic name. 

She does no partner with her ſee, 
Does all the buſineſs there alone, which we, 
Are forc'd to carry on by a whole company. 

[0] - — ſpiritual dignities] Spiritual; | in the double ſenſe 


of <vitty, and religious, We had this n n in 
the tem St. 2 
* Among the ſpiritual lordi of peavefl, fame? — 
— it was too a much to n us with it, a ſecond ime. 
; & RE 4 But 


— 


5/8. COWLEY, 


Gut with like 2 Werufiane ene: 5 
Unleſs to vittue's prop it OY 


Firm and erec towards heaven ound; 

Though it with beautecus leaves and — ra 
be crowd, 

It lies defortiidz and rotting: o che ground. 
Now ſhanie and bluſhes on us all, 
Who our own'ſex ſuperibr call 

Orinda does our boafting ſex out- do, 

Not in wit only, but in virtue too. 


She does above our beſt examples riſe, ©; 


In hate of vice, and ſcorn of vanities, 

Never did Aan of the manly make, 

And dipt all Oer in learning's ſacred lake, 

A temper more invulnerable take. 

No violent paffion could an entrance find; 

Into the tender goodneſs of her mind; 

Through walls of ſtone thoſe furious bullets may 
Force their impetuous way, 

When her ſoft breaſt they hit, powerleſs and a dead 

| they: lay. 


5 8 


The Cas of friendſhip 7 which ſo — had 0 
Of three or four illuſtrious names of old, = 


[p] We fame of friendſhip] Mrs. Philips wal &s melt 
famed'for her Friendſhips as for her poetry. Dr. J. 7% 227 
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Till hoarſe and weary with the tale ſhe grew, 
Rejoices now t have got a new, _ 
A new, and more ſurprizing ſtory, 
Of fair Leucaſia's and Orinda's glory. 
As when a prudent man does once perceive | 
That in ſome foreign country he muſt live, 
The language and the manners he does ftrive 
To underſtand and practiſe here, 
That he may come, no ftranger there 
So well Orinda did herſelf prepare 
In this much different clime for her remove 
To the glad world of poetry and love. 


HONOR ICONIC CO BCE 
| XX. | 


4 


TO LIGHT gl. 
IRST-born of Chaos, who ſo fair didft come 
- From the old Negro's darkſome womb ! 


Which when it ſaw the lovely child, 
The ned maſs put on kind looks, and ſmil'd, 


addrefled his diſcourſe on the nature and offices of Friendſbip, 
to this lady. 


[a] The moral ſtrokes in this hymn amply atone for 
the falſe wit and quaint imagery, in-which it too much 


2. Thou 


w 


| Thou, the world's beauteous bride; the luſty bride- | TY 15 ö 
1 he! | 4 

44. „ 41 7 

Say, Gopal what golden quivers of the ſky, : | 1 
Do all thy winged arrows fly? 1 


abounds.—Tt was the malady of that age to be only taken, 


MR. A. COWLEY. 


Thou tide of glory, which no reſt doſt know, 
But ever ebb, and ever flow! PF; 
Thou golden ſhower of a true Jove! | 
Who d does in thee deſcend, and heaven to earth Ne 4 * 


love! | . 
Hail, active nature's watchful life and health? © 1 
Her joy, her ornament, and wealth! _ = Fi | 


Hail to thy huſband, heat, and thee ! 1 


Swiftneſs and power by birth are thine : 


From thy great fire they came, thy 5 the Word 
Divine. 


Wich glitt ring thoughts {truck out at ev'ry line: 

Pope. 

And the abundance of Mr. Cowley's wit made it but too 

eaſy for him to regale the vitiated taſte of his readers 
with this ſort of entertainment. 


O 3 5. Tis, 
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| \ a 5 . | | 
?Tis, I believe, this archery to ſhow, 
That ſo much coſt in colours thou 
And {kill in painting doſt beſtow | 
. Upon thy ancient arms, the wy heady boy, 
5 6. 
| Swift as light thoughts their empty carrier run, 
as Thy race is finiſh' d, v when begun; 
Let a poſt- angel ſtart with thee Ir 


And thou the ow of earth ſhalt 27 as Joon 29 
le. 


7. | 
| Thou,” in the moon's bright chariot proud and gay, 
Da chy bright wood of ſtars ſurvey; 
And all the year doſt with thee brin 
Of t thouſand fewer lights + thine own mn 
ſpring. 


44 — pofoangel fart ith bee] of the moſt 
glaring faults in the poetry of Mr. Cowley's age was the 
debaſing of great ſentiments and images by low alluſions 
and vulgar expreſſions. What the reader locked for, was 
wit ; and he looked no farther : as if that rule. of com- 
mon ſenſe had been a diſcovery of yeſterday— 
Eauprgſſon is the dreſs of thought, and fill. 

4 e decent, as more faite. 
. | Fapes n Ort. 9 2 318; 


hou, 


N k. A. COWLEY. - wy 
« | 
Thou, Scythian-like, doſt round thy lands above 
The ſun's gilt tent for ever move, 


And ſtill, as thou in pomp doſt go, 
The ſhining pageants of the world * thy how. 


9. 
Nor, amidſt all theſe triumphs, doſt thou ſeorn 
The humble glow-worms to adorn, 
And with thoſe living ſpangles gild 
„rn e ) the art 
10. 
Night, and her ugly ſubjects [s], thou Jo fright, 
And ſleep, the lazy owl of night; 
Aſham'd and fearful to. appear 


They ſkreen their horrid ſhapes wich the black. 


hemiſphere, 


0 Night, and her ugly ſubjeds, &c. ] 
Night, and all her ſickly dews, 
Her ſpectres wan, &c.— 


| Mr. Gray, in The progreſs of poeſy.” 
This excellent writer, not unfrequently, alludes to paſſages 


in Mr. Cowley, whoſe manners and genius much reſem- 
| bled his own. Both charm us with the plex of virtue; 


and both were equally qualified, by the gifts of nature, to | 


adorn the nobler, and the more familiar poetry. The 
taſte, the execution, the ſucceſs, were Happuy on the fide 


of aur jojo t. 
* O 4 1 11. With 
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| | 11. | 

| | With em there haſtes, and wildly takes the alarm, 

Of painted dreams, a buſy ſwarm; | * 
At the firſt opening of thine eye, 

The various cluſters break, the antic atoms fly, 


12. 
The guilty ſerpents, and obſcener beaſts, 
Creep conſcious to their ſecret reſts: 
Nature to thee does reverence pay, 
U amens and ill fights removes out of thy way [f}, 


_— 

At thy appearance, grief itſelf is mid | 
To ſhake his wings, and rouſe his head; 
And cloudy care has often took 

A gentie beamy ſmile reflected from thy look, 


At thy appearance, fear itſelf grows bold; 
Thy ſun-ſhine melts away his cold, 
.  Encourag'd at the fight of thee, 
To the cheek colour comes, and firmneſs to the knee. 


L*] IA omens aud ill fights removes out of thy way.) Al- 
luding to the old Roman ſuperſtition, which apxiouſly pro- 
vided, when a great general marched out of the city, that 
no inauſpicious object ſhould obſtruct or pollute his paſ- 
fe N 
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15 0 


Even luſt, the maſter: of 8 harden d face,, 


Bluſhes, if thou beeſt in the plac, 
To darkne($:cartains he retires, rf 7 


T 1 —— cont ke ienky fre. 
160% 


When, zoddety* thou life up thy w waken'd head | 
Out of the morning's p urple bed, . 6 


Thy choir of, birds Foy thee Tay,” 5 


\ 


And at the joyful world ſalutes the riſing ing tay. N 


| 17. 


1 


The ghoſts, and monſter ſpirits, that did preſun * 
A body's privilege to. aſſume, „ 


* 4908 FE Fer . >. 


Vaniſh again invitbly, . 


0 10 
S; WEE iy 


And bodies gain as their viſbiliry. r 


i165 oh 7 . 44 13 1 A 
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4 dle world $ bravery, 3 og cada ur ; chen : 
Is, but thy ſeveral Iiveries, » . 
Thou the rich dye on them beſtoweſt. 

N nimble pencil paints this landſkip, as thou 

en goeſt. 850 3 1055 nl ge ety 5 e 5 ä 0 i 
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Th violet Trig: Nias infant, e al 


. Gen, x XXEVIR, 55 » © 


| there has 19: 17 444 
A Sitiſon gucdubiaptns the roſe Hliou wierd 199.7 
A crown of ſtuddedigolÞthuwbearftſu}, | 
The virgin dilies, in their white) +36 ©]: 


Are elad but itt the lawn'of/almoſt naked light, - 


2007 


7 
„ fe 


an 2 7 71 10108 
On the falt rolip 'thoy daft got ve" 


118 * 17 


Then ob — uy ABD "Ir To ele a 


With ma 96 ore th 1 wels „ 2 
And ſolid colours 1 in it i; 4 e Se 
F lora herſelf envies to. n 8 


a ai 1 | Tak 
Flowers fairer-tha n her own, and | W de as 12 


15 4 crown of Audded bl thou bear] In the 


| flow er, fo called, or Coe run Imperial. The name of t 


flower, Aid f its" ering, "being the ſame, he could not 
well expreſs them 501b.“ Vet, in the/convettion' which 
this line · as WH che foregoing) the mention of one 
only; has an ill eſfect. 454 II. M | in * ; Ph 

L! Prettily alluding to Joseph $ coat * roy colours, 


— 


8 * 
C * : 7 Thy 22. Ah, 
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22. 
Ah, 1 ond e | could. ag a 
Diet en len. ee . FN 20 
pf how much care (Way 8 might thou poor r man 
| Feligye * 3 


» 
» . N N e 


e 285 EE 
7* ms, the bi 141 is more delighetul far, 
And all fair days much fairer are. 

But few, ah wondrous few there be, 


Who do. nat gold prefer, o g 0 goddes ſlo, ex n to thee, 


9 


Through, the ſoft ways of kari and air, and ſea, 
Which open all their pores to thee; 
Like a clear river, thou doſt glide, 


ſnd with thy living ſtream through the cloſe Sling 


eee 


ws Th my the 855 An FE he rn bang, is. which 


comes out, and ſhines thru gh 
the pureſt and KP expreſſion : like one of the irgin- 


the whole ſoul of 


Ales, he before celebrates, 
— * clad ve we lawn of almoft naledight 
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| - 
But, where firm bode thy redicourſe oppoſe, 
Gently thy ſource the land o'erflows ; 
Takes there poſſeſſion, and does wb . 
Of colours mingled, light, a thick and ſtanding lake. 


4 


26. 


oy, But the vaſt ocean of unbounded day 


In.th' empyrean heaven does ſtay. 
Thy rivers, lakes, and ſprings below / 
From thenee took firſt their riſe, thither at laſt mult 


flow. 


- XX. 
To the ROYAL Society [7]. 
. I, 


= HILOSOPHY, the great ad oats heir 
Of all that human knowledge, which has been 


Unforfeited by man's rebellious fin, 


1 hough full of years he do appear, 


[.y] This poem (beſides its intrinfic merit) is entitled 
to a place in this OY becauſe 1 it ſerves to introduce 
(Philo- 


MR. A. COW LE . 


(Philoſophy, I ſay, and call it, e,. 75 


For, whatſoe'er the painter's fancy be, 
It a male · virtue ſeems to me 
Has ſtill been kept in nonage till of late, 
Nor manag'd or enjoy d his vaſt eſtate: , 
Three or four thouſand years, one would have 
thought, 
Jo ripeneſs and perfection might Oe brought 
A ſcience ſo well bred and nurs'd[z}, ; 
And of ſuch hopeful parts too at the firft. 
But, oh, the guardians and the tutors then, 4 
(Some negligent, and ſome ambitious men) 
Would ne'er conſent to ſet him free, 
Or his own natural powers to let him ſee, 
Leſt that ſhould put an end to their authority. 


- 
That his own buſineſs he might quite OY 
They amug'd him with the {ports of wanton wit, 


the followi ng Propoſition for the advancement of to 
Philoſophy. gives, too, an amiable picture of the poet's 
mind, in the concluding panegyric on his friend, Dr. 
Sprat, who had written the hiſtory of the Royal Society. 
[z] A ſcience ſo well bred and . By * and 
Demsoeritus. | 
With 
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With the deſſerts.of poetiy they fed him ai 
Inſtead of ſolid inkate t inereaſe Kis force; 
Inſtead of vigorous 6X&ciſe . led bim 


Into the plextant lebyviht of eber felt 5 
7 | courſe [b]. | 5 
Inſtead of carrying Hin to 1 3 ie _ | 
The riches which do hoarded for Vos 1. 
In nature's endleſs treaſury, 


They choſe his eye to entertain 
| (His curious; but not bebe be | 
With paitmed ſcenes, and pageants of this brain}, 


Ta] With the as if airs thy bn Much of 
the antient philoſophy, was only à luſcious mythology? 
The way of accounting for a natural phænomenon, was 


to tell a pleaſant ſtory. 1 tht Gs the author had eſpe- 
cially in view Lord Bacon's Sapientia veterum, where that 


wiſe man amufed himſelf and. others — wvith the ſports of 
avantor dit. 


OO (BY Bus the pleafaiit Tlbyriniths of ebe# fiſh our The 
Platonic ſchool, which joined eloquence to philoſophy. 


[e] His curious, hu not covetous eye] i. e. ingenious 


ſpeculation, and not uf, was the” object of that philo? 
fophy. 


[4] — pageants of thi Brain] The peripatetie fancies" 
Se tricks to ew the ſtretch of human brain.” 
Pops; 
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"TR few exalted foirits De] this latter age has ſhown, 
That labour'd to aſſert the liberty 

(From guardians,who.were now uſurpers grown U 
of this. old minor fill, captivd philoſophy; 
But 'tywas rebellion. calf, to fight 

For ſuch a long-oppreſſed right. 

| Bacon, at laſt, a mighty. man; aroſe, | 

Whom a wiſe king and nature choſe. 

Lord chancellor of both their laws, | 
And boldly undertook the om pupil cauſe, 


3. 

Authority, Which di: a body bea, Fo 
Though”twas but air condens'd and ſtalk'd about, 
Like ſome old giants more gigantic ghoſt, | 

To terrify the learned rout, 
With the plain magic of true Waben light, 

He chac'd out of our fight, 
Nor ſuffer'd living men to be miſſed 

By the vain fhadows of che dead: 
To graves, from hence it n che . phan- 

tom 2 — 
lg] * * * 


Fe] Some as exalted Iris] P Ramus, Gaſſendi, and 
Des Cartes. 

[f] From 8 — 0 uſurpers grown] . e. from 
men, who, under colour of guarding the rights of the old. 
Fer tyrannized over reaſon herſelf, 

[Li The reſt of this ſtanza is left out. 


4. From 


3 


3 
N 
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A 


— 


| 8 a 
From words, which are but pl idures of the thought, 
(Though we: our thoughts from them perverſely drew) 
To things, the mind's right 6bjett, he it brought * 
Like fooliſh birds, to painted grapes we fler; 
He ſought, and gather d for our ule, the true 
And, when on heaps the choſen bunchies ly, 
He preſs'd them wiſely, the thechanic way * 
Till all their juice did in one veſſel join, 1 
Ferment into a nouriſhment divine, 

The thirſty ſoul's refreſhing wine. 
Who to the life an exact piece would make, - 

Muſt not from others work a copy take; 

No, not from Rubens or Vandike ; - 
Much leſs content himſelf to make it like 
'Th' ideas and the images, which lie 
In his own fancy, or his memory. 

No, he before his fight muſt place 

- 'The natural and living face [#]; 

The real object muſt command | 
Each . of his eye, and motion of his hand, 


[1 the 5 away] i. e. in n the way of experiments 
[1] The natural and living face] 


* The naked nature and the living grace,” Pope, + 


x From 
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From theſe, and all long errors of the way 1 

In which our wandering predeceſſors went, 

And, like tl old Hebrews, many June did 23 
In deſarts but of ſmall extent, 

Bacon, like Moſes, led us forth at laſt, 


The batren wilderneſs he Patt. 


Did on the very border ſtand | 
Of the bleſt promis'd land, 
And from the mountain's top of his exalted. wit 
Saw it himſelf, and ſhew'd us it. — 
But life did never to one man all 
Time to diſcover worlds, and conquer too; 
Nor can ſo ſhort a line ſufficient be eg 
To fathom the vaſt depths of nature's ſea. 
The work he did, we ought © ad mire, 
And were unjuſt, if we ſhould more require 
From his few years, divided *twixt th excels” 
Of low afflickion, and high ee 1 


(# — errors of the ny A Deaf Ladnimn 
„ pelagine venis erroribus actus ? Vg, An. vi. 532. 
“ Sive errore Vie, ſeu tempeſtatibus acti. Ib. vii. 199. 
III — bt th? exceſs 


Of low affliftion and high Happings] 80 expreſſed,” as to 


convey not only the poet's idea of this ſituation, but his 
ſenſe A | . 
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And made of their laborious hands the. cup. 
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For who on things remote can fix his ſight, 
That 8 abways i in a trim, + * a 1 2 
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From vou, great champions; we expedt to get | 
. Theſe ſpacious countries; but diſcovex d yet; 


Countries, where yet, inſtead of nature, we _ 
Her images and idols, worſhip'd ſee: N 
Theſe large and wealthy regions to ſubdue, | | 
Though learping has whole armies at ron 
Quarterd about in every land, | 


A better troop the ne'er together drew. 


Methinks, like Gideon's little band,” 
God with defagn has pick d out you; 
To do theſe noble wonders by a fer: 
When the whole hoſt he ſaw, they are (ſaid * 
Too many 1 to o'ercome for me; 
And now he. chuſes out his men, 
Much in the way that he did then: 
Not thoſe many, whom he found 
Idly extended on the ground, 
' To drink with their dejected head 


The ſtream, juſt ſo as by their mouths it fled: 


No, but thoſe few, who took the waters up, 


7. Thus 


un. A. C WIE V. it 
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_ you ae: pa pt in 05 glorious fight 
Their woridrous pattern too Im] you take: 
Their old and empty pitchers firſt they brake, 
And with their hands then lifted up the NO. 
Io! ſound too the trumpets here * 
Already your victorious lights appear; 5 
New ſcenes of heaven already we eſpy, 
And crowds of golden worlds on high; 
Which, from the ſpacious plains of earth 150 85 
uld never yet diſcover'd 8 
By ſailors or Chaldæans watchful. eye. 
Nature's great works no diſtance can, © 
No ſmallneſs her near: objects can ſecure; „ 
Ve have taught the e a to 1 
Into the privateſt receſs 
Of her imperceptible litflevieſs,. 11 
Ye have learn d to read her anale band, 
E . well beghp her decpeſt ſenſe to underſtand 


8 1984 
* 
8. 
* 


Miſchief arid true Ae fall on {thoſe 
Who would to laughter or to ſcorn [v] po. 


4. 


Ln] Their « STE ns 606 His laviſh wit never 
Knows when to have done with an attufion. 
[4] — ts laughter or to ſcorn} It is not to be conceived 
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So virtuous and ſo noble a deſign, 

So human for its uſe, for knowledge ſo divine. 
The things, Which theſe proud men 1 and call 
Impertinent, and vain, and N 5 

Thoſe ſmalleſt things of nature let me know, Þ 
Rather than all their greateſt actions do. . 
Whoever would depoſed truth advance 8 : 
Into the throne uſurp' d from it, 5 
Muſt feel at firſt the blows of 1 ignorance, / Lg 
And the ſharp | points of envious wit. 5 
So when, by various turns of the celeſtial dance, 
In many thouſand years ä 
A ſtar, ſo long unknown, appears, 2 755 
Though heaven itſelf more beauteous by i it grow, | 
It troubles and alarms the world below, 
Does to the wiſe a ſtar, to ) fooks a meteor, ſhow. 


1471 
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Wich OurAge and 3 you "the bold " begin; . 
Your cradle has not idle been : : 


wy 


what ical this 805 drew upon irſelf from the wits 
on its firſt inſtitution — 

Rut ſenſe ſurviy'd, when merry jeſts were we” 
For riſing merit will buoy up at laſt,” Pope. 
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None &er, but Hercules and you, could be 
At five yore age worthy a hiſtory, 
And neꝰer did fortune better yet 
Th hiſtorian [o] to the ſtory fit: 
As you from all old errors free 
And purge the body of philoſophy 
So from all modern follies he 
Has vindicated eloquence and wit. 
His candid ſtyle, like a clean ſtream, does flide, 
And his bright fancy all the way 
Does like the ſun- ſhine in it play; : 
It does, like Thames, the beſt of rivers, glide, 
Where the god does not rudely overturn, . 
But gently pour, the cryſtal urn, | 
And with judicious hand does the whole current 
3 | 
T' has all the beauties, nature can impart, 
And all the comely dreſs, without the paint of art. 


[0] Dr. Sprat. 


END OF THE POEMS. 
ITAEON HMIET IIANTOE. 
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The ApvancemenTt of ExpaR1- 


TRE COLLEGE. 


HAT the philoſophical college be. 
ſituated within one, two, or (at far- 
cheſt) three miles of London, and, if it 


la] Ingenious men deſight in dreams of reforma- 
tion.—In comparing this Propoſition of Cowley, with 
hat of Milton, addreſſed to Mr. Hartlib, we find that 
theſe px poets had amuſed themſelves with ſome 
exalted, and, in the main, congenial fancies, on the 
ſubject of education: that, of the Ib plans, propoſed, 
_ this of Mr. Cowley was better digeſted, and is the 4 
fanciful; if a preference, in this reſpect, can be gixen 
to either, when both are manifeſtly Utopian : and that 
our univerſities, i in their preſent form, are well enough 
Culculated to anſwer all the reaſonable ends of ſuch 
inſtitutions; provided we allow for the ynavoidable 
defects of them, when drawn out into practice. 


P 4 
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be poſſible, to find, that convenience, upon 
the ſide of the river, or very near it. 
4 + hat the revenue of this college mount 
to four thouſand pounds a year. 6 
That the compapy ive into it be as 
follows: 
114 wen ty philoſophers or profeſſors. 
2. Sixteen young ſcholars, ſervants to the 
profeſſors. 3. A chaplain. 4. A bailiff 
for the reyenue. 5. A manciple or pur- 
veyor for the proviſions of the houſe. 6. 
Two gaärdeners. 7. A maſter- cook. 8. 
An under- cook. 9. A butler. 10. An 
under · butler. 11. A ſurgeon. 12 Two 
lungs, or chemical ſervants, 13. A library- 
keeper, who is likewiſe to be apothecary, 
druggiſt, and keeper of inſtruments,” en- 
gines, &c. 14. An officer to feed and 
take care of all beaſts, fowl, &c. kept by 
the college. 15. A groom of the ſtable. 
16. A meſſenger to ſend up and down for 
all uſes of the college. 17. Four old wo- 
men, to tend the chambers, keep the houſe 
clean, and ſuch Ne ſervices. * 


Thax | 
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That the annual allowance for this com- 
pany be as follows: 1. To every Profeſſor, 
and to the chaplain; one hundred and 
twenty pounds. 2. To the ſixteen ſcholars 
twenty pounds apiece, ten pounds for their 


diet, and ten pounds for their entertain- 


ment. 3. To the bailiff, thirty pounds, be- 
fides adobe for his - journies. 4. TO 
the purveyor, or manciple, thirty pounds. 
5. To each of the gardeners, twenty pounds. 


6. To the maſter- cook, twenty pounds. 


7. To the under-cook, four pounds. 8. 


To the butler, ten pounds. 9. To the 


under- butler, "four pounds. 10. To the 
ſurgeon, thirty pounds. 11. To the library- 
keeper, thirty pounds. 12. To each of 
the lungs, twelve pounds. 13. To the 
keeper of the beaſts, ſix pounds. 14. To 
the groom, five pounds. 15. To the mef: 
ſenger, twelve pounds. 16. To the four 
neceſſary women, ten pounds. For the 


manciples table, at which all the ſervants 


of the houſe are to eat, except the ſcholars; 
ane hundred and ſixty pounds. For three 
EE horſes 
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borſes for the ſervice as ky thirty 
nds. IRS 43 
All 1 FN 0 twa 
hundred.eighty-five pounds. So that there 


remains, for keeping of the houſe and gar- 


dens, and operatories, and inſtruments, and 
animals, and experiments of all ſorts, and 


all other expences, ſeven abe and oo 


teen pounds. K op ladli 

Which were a very: inconſiderable form 
for the great uſes to which it is deſigned, 
but that I conceive the induſtry of the col- 
lege will in a ſhort time ſo enrich itſelf as 
to get a far better ſtock for the advance 
and enlargement of the work when it is once 
begun; neither is the continuance of par- 
rieular mens liberality to be deſpaired of, 
when it ſhall be encouraged by che fight 
of that public benefit which will accrue to 


all mankind, and chiefly to our nation, by 


this foundation. Something likewiſe will 
ariſe from leaſes and other caſualties; that 


nothing of which may be diverted to the 


e On the profeſſors, - or any other 
2601 1 


EXPERIMENTAL PHILOSOPHY. 21g 


uſe beſides chat of the ſearch of nature, and 
by it the general good of the world and 


that care may be taken for the bertain per- 


foxmance of all things ordainedbby che 


inſtitution, as likewiſe for the Protection | 


and Saccuragewaent of the. ee 4 
propoſed : Lid 4G 1 e BAR £26 UTE 
That ſome perſon of eminent quality, a 
lover of ſolid learning, and no ſtranger in 
it, be choſen, chancellor or preſident of che 
college 3 and that eight governors more, 
men qualified in the like manner; be join 
ed with him, two of which ſhall yearly be 
appointed viſitors of the college, and re- 
ceive an exact account of all expences even 
to the ſmalleſt, and of the t᷑rue eſtate of their 
public treaſure, under the hands and oaths 
of the profeſſors. reſident. 50 listet M node 
That the choice of profeſſors i inanyoacao- 


oy belong to the chancellor and the gover- 


nors; but that the profeſſors (who are likeli- 
eſt to know what men of the nation are moſt 
Proper for the duties of their ſociety) direct 
their choice, by recommending two or three 


perſons 
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. to them at every election: and 
at if any learned perſon within his ma- 
jeſty's dominions diſcover, or eminently im- 
prove, any uſeful kind of knowledge, he 
may upon that ground, for his reward and 
the encouragement of others, be preferred, 
if he pretend to the Place before , oy body 
elle. 4 
That the Toten have power. to turn 
out any profeſſor, who ſhall be proved to be 
either * — or 1 ach to the 
ey. bs ; | 
That the college be built after this, or 
ſome ſuch manner: That it conſiſt of three 
fair quadrangular courts, and three lar 
grounds, incloſed with good walls behind 
them. That the firſt court be built with 
a fair cloiſter; and the profeſſors lodgings, 
or rather little houſes, four on each ſide, at 
{ome diſtance' from one another,” and with 
little gardens behind them, juſt" after the 
manner of the Chartreux beyond ſea. That 
the inſide of the cloiſter be kned with a 
mm -walk, and that walk with a row of 
—— 0 | „ wee 
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trees; and thät in the middle there be a 
parterre of flowers, and a fountain. 
That the ſecond quadrangle, juſt behind 
the firſt, be 1o contrived, as to contain theſe 
parts. 1. A chapel. 2. A hall, with 
two long tables on each ſide, for the ſebolart 
and officers of the houſe to eat at, and with 
4 pulpit and forms at the end for the pub- 
lic lectures. 3. A large and pleaſant dining. 
room within the hall, for the profeſſors to 
eat in, and to hold their aſſemblies and 
conferences. 4. A public fchool-houſe; 
5. A library. 6. A gallery to walk in, 
adorned with the pictures or ſtatues of all 
the inventors of any thing uſeful to hu- 
man life; as printing, guns, America, & c. 
and of late in anatomy, the circulation of 
the blood, the milky veins, and ſuch like 
Atte wertes in any art, with ſhort elogies 
under the portraitures: as likewiſe the 
figures of all ſorts of creatures, and the 
ſtuft ſkins of as many ſtrange animals as 

can be gotten. 7. An anatomy-chamber, 
adorned with ſkeletons and anatomical pie- 
; b | 1 
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tures, and; prepared with all:conyenjences | 
for diſſectian. 8. A chamber for all man+ 
der of of drugs, and apothecaries ma- 
terjals, 9, A mathematical chamber, fut- 
niſned with all ſorts: of mathematical in- 
ſtruments, being an appendix; to the library 
10. Lodgings for the chaplain, ſurgeon, 
library;keepery and puryeygr, near the cha- 
pel, anatomy-ghamber, library and hall. 
That the third court be gn one fide of 
theſe, very large, but meanly built, being 
deſigned only for uſe, and not. for beauty 
too as the others. That it contain the 
kitchen, butteries, brew-houſe, bake - houſe, 
and lodgings for the under. ſervants. | 
+1 That -hghind the ſecond court be placed 
the gardeft, containing all ſorts of plants that 
gur ſoil will bear; and at the end a little 
houſe of pleaſure, a lodge for the gardener, 
and a grove of trees cut out into walks. 
That the fecond incloſed ground be a 
— ae only to the trial of all 


ö manner 
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manner of experiments concerning plants, 
as their melioration, acceleration, retardation, 
conſervation, compoſition, tranſmutation, 
coloration, or whatſoever elſe can be pro- 
duced by art either for uſe or curiolity, 
wich a lodge in it for the gardener, 92 
That the chird ground be employed in 
convenient receptacles for all ſorts of crea- 
tures which the profeſſors ſhall' judge ne- 
ceſſary, for their more exact ſearch into 
the nature of animals, and che ba ar 
ment of their uſes to us. 15 
That there be likewiſe built, in me 
place of the college where it may ſerve 
molt for ornament of the whole, a very 
high tower for obſervation of celeſtial 'bo- 
dies, adorned with all ſorts. of dials and 
fuch like curioſities ; and that there be very 
deep vaults made under ground, for experi- 
ments moſt proper to ſuch places, which 
will be undoubtedly very many. | | 
Much might be added; but truly I am 
ahn this is too much already for the 
W or ur a this 0 extend 
167 104. 
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Bacon (ahi is a — for 1 
that can never be experimented), but propoſe 
it within ſuch} bounds of expence as have 
often been exceeded by the kin of 
Keie RAR Er tyros Tortola 
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| THAT of the t twenty profeſtors fours be 
always travelling beyond ſeas,” and fixteen 
always reſident, unleſs by permiſſion upoh 


3 extraordinary occaſions; and every one ſo 


15 
1 [ 
. 
4 
_ 
; | 
« 
p 


abſent, leaving a act Lond him to 
ſupply his duties. 
That the four profiefites' ii bierant be if 
"ſigned to the four parts of the world, 
Europe, Aſia, Africa, and America, there 
to reſide three years at leaſt; and to give a 
conſtant account of all things that belong 
to the learning, and eſpecially natural ex- 
ee philoſophy, of thofe parts. 
Tha 
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That the expence cf all diſpatches, and 
al books, ſimples, animals, ſtones, . metals, 


minerals, &c. and all curioſities whatſoever, | 


natural or artificial, ſent by them to the 


college, ſhall be defrayed out of the trea- 


fury, and an additional allowance (above 


the 120 l.) made to them as ſoon as the 


college's revenue ſhall be improved. 

That, at their going abroad, they ſhall 
take a ſolemn oath never to write any thing 
to the college, but what, after very diligent 


examination, they ſhall fully believe to be 


true, and to confeſs and recant it as ſoon 
as they find themſelves in an error. 


That the ſixteen profeſſors reſident ſhall | 


Ky bound to ſtudy and teach all forts of 
natural, experimental philoſophy, to con- 


fiſt of the mathematics, mechanics, medi- 


cine, anatomy, chemiſtry, the hiſtory of 
animals, plants, minerals, elements, &c. 


agriculture, architecture, art military, na- 


vigation, gardening; the myſteries of all 


trades, and improvement of them; the 


facture of all merchandizes, all natural ma- 


or- I. 6, 1 9 gs 


=. 
9 

+ 20 
* 


— 2 
— — 


is 
\ Þ 
14 
= 
4 
5 
p 
1 


% 


26 TRE ADVANCEMENT oF | 


gic or divination ; and briefly all things 


contained in the caralogue of natural hiſto- 
ries annexed to my Lord Bacon's Organon. 
That once a day from Eaſter till Mi- 
chactmas, and twice a week from Michael- 
mas to Eaſter, at the hours in the after- 


non moſt conveninent for auditors from 


London,. according to the time of the year, 
there ſhall. be a lecture read in the hall, 
upon ſuch parts of natural experimental 
philoſophy, as'the profeſſors ſhall agree on 


among themſelves, and as each of them 


Mall be able to perfortn uſefully and ho- 


 Nourably. 


That two of the profeſſors, by Sts, 
weekly, or monthly turns, ſhall teach the 
public ſchools, according to the rules here- 
after preſcribed, - 


That all the profeſſors: ſhall be equal in 


all reſpects (except precedency, choice of 


lodging, and ſuch like privileges, which 
mall belong to ſeniority in the college); and 


that all ſhall be maſters and treaſurers by 


annual turns, which two officers for the 
7 nume 
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time being ſhall take place of all the reſt, 
and ſhall be arbitri duarum menſarum. 
That the maſter ſhall command all the 


officers of the college, appoint aſſemblies 


or conferences upon occaſion, and preſide 
in them with a double voice; and in his ab- 


ſence the treaſurer, whoſe buſineſs is to re- 
ceive and diſburſe all monies by the maſ- 


ter's order in writing (if it Be an extraor- 
dinary), after conſent of the vine: Pro 
: feſſors. 


and ſhall dine there twice a week (to wit, 


Sundays and Thurſdays) at two round ta- 


bles, for the convenience of diſcourſe, which 
ſhall be for the moſt part of ſuch matters 
as may improve their ſtudies and pro- 
feſſions; and to keep them from falling into 


looſe or unprofitable talk, ſhall be the duty 


of 'the two arbitri menſarum, who may like- 
wife command any of the ſervant-ſcholars 
to read to them what he ſhall think fit, 
whilſt they are at table: that tſhall belong 


2 


That all the profeſſors ſhall ſup together 
in the parlour within the hall every night, 


* | 
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evi to the ſaid arbitri menſarum only, 
to invite ſtrangers ; which they ſhall rarely 
do, unleſs they be men of learning or great 


parts, and. ſhall not invite above two at a 


time to one table, nothing being more vain 


and unfruitful than numerous meetings of 
acquaintance. 


That the profeſſors reſident ſhall allow 


hs college twenty pounds a year for their 


diet, whether they continue there all the 


time or not. - 


That they ſhall as once a week an af- 
ſembly, or conference, concerning the affairs 


of the college and the progreſs of their ex- 


perimental philoſophy. 

That if any one find out any thing which 
he conceives to be of conſequence, he ſhall 
communicate it to the aſſembly, to be exa- 


mined, experimented, approved, or rejected. 


That if any one be author of an invention 


that may bring in profit, the third part of 
it ſhall belong to the 1 inventor, and the two 
other to the ſociety; and beſides, if the thing 
be very conſiderable, his ſtatue or picture, 


With 


— 
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with an elogy under it, ſhall be placed in 


the gallery, and made a deniſon wa er cor. 


poration of famous men. Ty” 


That all the profeſſors ſhall' be wy 
aſſigned to ſome particular inquiſition (be- 
ſides the ordinary courſe of their ſtudies), 


of which they ſhall give an account to the 
aſſembly; ſo that by this means there may | 
be every day ſome operation or other made 
in all the arts, as chemiſtry, anatomy, me- 
chanics, and the like, and that the college 


ſhall furniſh for he charge of the _ 
en 

That chere ſhall be kept a regiſter cindes 
lock and key, and not to be ſeen but by 
the profeſſors, of all the experiments that 


ſucceed, ſigned by * e who made 
the trial. 


That the NET ind cid errors 


in experimental philoſophy (with which, 
like weeds in a neglected garden, it is now 
almoſt all over- grown) ſhall be evinced by 
trial, and taken notice of in the public 
lectures, that they may no longer abuſe 
F e . 
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the credulous, and beget new ones by con- 
ſequence or ſimilitude. = 
That every third year (after the full foe 
tlement of the foundation) the college ſhall 
give an account in print, in proper and 
antient Latin, of the fruits of 4 triennial 
induſtry. 1 

That every profeſſor reſident. Thall have 
is ſcholar to wait upon him in his cham- 
ber and at table, whom he ſhalt be obliged 
to breed up in vatural philoſophy, and ren- 
der an account of his progreſs to the aſ- 
| ſembly, from whoſe election he received 
him, and therefore is reſponſible to it, both 
for the care of his education and che Juſt 
my civil uſage of him. 
That the ſcholar ſhall underſtand PEW 
very well, and be moderately initiated in 
the Greek, before he be capable of being 
choſen into the ſervice ; and that he ſhalt 
not remain in it above ſeven years. 

That his lodging ſhall be wu! oy: 10 75 
ade whom he” ſerves. 


a | Abet 
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That no profeſſor ſhall | be à married 
man, or a divine, or lawyer in practice, 
only phyſic he may be allowed to preſcribg, 


becauſe the ſtudy of that art is a great part 

of the duty of his place, and the duty of 
that is ſo great, that it will not ſuffer him 
to loſe much time in mercenary practice. 


That the profeſſors ſhall, in the college, 


wear the habit of ordinary maſters of art in 


the univerſities. or of e if wy of 
them be ſo. ö 


That they mal all keep an FRF 


and exemplary friendſhip with one another ; g 


and that the aſſembly ſhall lay a conſidera- 
ble pecuniary mulct upon any one who 


ſhall be proved to have entered fo far 


into a quarrel as to give uncivil language 
to his brother-profeſſor ; and that the per- 
ſeverance in any enmity ſhall be puniſhed 
by the governors with expulſion, =—_ 

That the chaplain ſhall eat at the maſter's 
table (paying his twenty pounds a year as 
the others do); and that he ſhall read prayers 
once a day at leaſt, a little before ſupper- 


Q 4 | time; ; 
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time; ; that he ſhall preach. in the chapel 
every Sunday morning, and catechize in the 
 ternoon the ſcholars and the ſchool-boys 
that he ſhall every month adminiſter the 
holy facrament ; that he ſhall not trouble 
himſelf and his auditors with the contro- 
verſies of divinity, but only teach God in 
his juſt commandments, and 1 in his WON. 
Fiful . W DF "OM 


THE SCHOOL. 


«THAT the ſchool may be built fo as 
to contain about two hundred boys. 
That it be divided into four claſſes, 
not as others are ordinarily into fix or ſeven; 
becauſe we fuppoſe that the children ſent 
hither to be initiated in things as well as 
words, ought to have paſt the 1 two or three 
firſt, and to have attained the age of about 
_ thirteen years, being already well advanced 
in the Latin grammar, and ſome authors. 
That none, though never fo rich, ſhall 
pay any thing for their teaching; ail that, 
if any: Profeſſor ſhall be convicted to have 
taken 
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taken any money in conſideration of his 
pains in the ſchool, he ſhall be expelled 
with ignominy by the governors; but if an 
peer of great eſtate and quality, find- 
ing their ſons muck better proficients in 
learning here, than boys of the ſame age 
commonly are at other ſchools, ſhall not 
think fit to receive an obligation of ſo near 
concernment without returning ſome marks 
of acknowledgment, they may, if they pleaſe, 
(for nothing is to be demanded) beſtow 
ſome little rarity or curioſity upon the ſo-⸗ 
ciety, in recompence of their trouble. 
And becauſe it is deplorable to conſider 
the loſs which children make of their time 
at moſt ſchools, employing, or rather caſt- 
ing away, ſix or ſeven years in the learning 
of words only, and that too very _— | 
fectly: 
That a method be Iu? eſtabliſhed, for : 
the infuſing knowledge and language at 
the ſame: time into them; and that this 
may be their apprenticeſhip in natural phi- 
loſophy. This, we conceive, may be done, 
Rs by 


8 
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by breeding them up in authors, or pieces 
of authors, who treat of ſome parts of na- 
tre, and who may be underſtood with as 
Nen eaſe and pleaſure, as thoſe which are 
commonly taught; ſuch are in Latin, 
Varro, Cato, Columella, | Pliny, part of 
Celſus and of Seneca, Cicero de Divina- 
tione, de Natura Deorum, and ſeveral ſcat- 
tered pieces, Virgil's Georgics, Grotius, 

Neneſianus, Manilius: And becauſe the 
truth is, we want good poets (I mean we 
have but few), who have purpoſely treated 
of ſolid and learned, that is, natural mat- 
ters (the moſt part indulging to the weak- 
neſs of the world, and feeding it either with 


the follies of love, or with the fables of gods 


and heroes), we conceive that one book 
ought to be compiled of all the ſcattered 
little parcels among the antient poets that 
might ſerve for the advancement of natural 
ſcience, and which would make no ſmall _ 
or unuſeful or unpleaſant volume. To 
this we would have added the morals and 
rhetorics of Cicero, and the inſtitutions of 
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Quinctilian; and for the comedians, from 


whom almoſt all that neceſſary part of com- 
mon diſcourſe, and all the moſt intimates 
proprieties of the language are drawn, we 
conceive, the boys may be made maſters of 
them, as a part of their recreation, and not 
of their taſk, if once a month, or at leaſt 


once in two, they act one of Terence's 


Comedies, and afterwards (the moſt ad- 
vanced) ſome of Plautus's; and this is 
for many reaſons one of the beſt exerciſes 
they can be enjoined, and moſt innocent 
pleaſures they can be allowed. As for the 
Greek authors, they may ſtudy Nicander, 
Oppianus (whom Scaliger does not doubt 
to prefer above Homer himſelf, and place 


next to his adored Virgil), Ariſtotle's hiſ- 
tory of animals, and other parts, Theo- 
phraſtus and Dioſcorides of plants, and a 


collection made out of ſeveral both poets 


and other Grecian writers. For the morals 
and rhetotic, Ariſtotle may ſuffice, or Her. 


magenes and Longinus be added for the 


latter; with the hiſtory of animals they ſnould 


"i 
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be ſnewed anatomy as a divertiſement, and 
made to know the figures and natures of thoſe 
exeatures which are not common among us, 
diſabuſing them at the ſame time of thoſe 
errors which are univerſally admitted con- 
cerning many. The ſame method ſhould be 
uſed to make them acquainted with all 
plants; and to this muſt be added a little of 
the ancient and modern geography, the un- 
derſtanding of the globes, and the principles 
of geometry and aſtronomy. They ſhould 
likewiſe uſe to declaim in Latin and Eng- 
liſh, as the Romans did in Greek and Latin; 
and in all chis travel be rather led on by fa- 
miliarity, encouragement, and emulation, 
than driven by ſeverity, puniſhment, and 
terror. Upon feſtivals and play- times, they 
ſhould exerciſe themſelves in the fields, by 
riding, leaping, - fencing, muſtering and 
training after the manner of ſoldiers, &c. 
And to prevent all dangers and all diſorder, 
there ſhould always be two of the ſcholars 
with them, to be as witneſſes and directors 
of their actions; in foul weather, it would 

nat 
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not be amiſs for them to learn to dance, that 
is, to learn juſt ſo much (for all beyond i is 
ſuperfluaus, if not worſe) as may give them a 


graceful comportment of their bodies. 
Upon Sundays, and all days of devotion, 


5 they are to be a part of the eu. pro- 
vince. 


That, for all theſe ends, the college ſo or- 


der it, as that there may be ſome convenient 
and pleaſant houſes thereabouts, kept by 


religious, diſcreet, and careful perſons, for 
the lodging and boarding of young ſcholars; 
that they have a conſtant eye over them, to 


ſee that they be bred up there piouſly, clean- 
ly, and plentifully, according to the 2 
* of the parents expences. 

And that the college, when it ſhall pleaſe 
| God, either by their own induſtry and fuc- 
.ceſs, or by the benevolence of patrons, ta 
enrich them ſo far, as that it may come to 


their turn and duty to be charitable to 


others, ſhall, at their own charges, erect and 


maintain ſome houſe or houſes for the en- 


- tertainment of ſuch poor mens ſons whoſe 


good 
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good natural parts may promiſe either uſe 
or ornament to the commonwealth, during 
the time of their abode at ſchool; and ſhall 
take care that it ſnall be done with the ſame 
conveniences as are enjoyed even by rich 
mens children (though they maintain the 
fewer for that cauſe), there being nothing 
of eminent and illuſtrious to be expected 
from a low, ſordid, and I edu- 
Cation, | 


CONCLUSION, | 


I F 1 be not much abuſed by a | narurdl 
fondneſs to my own conceptions (that c 
of the Greeks, which no other, language 

has a proper word for), there was never 

any project thought upon, which deſerves 
to meet with ſo few adverſaries as this; 
for who can without impudent folly op- 

Poſe the | eſtabliſhment of twenty well- 

ſelected perſons in ſuch a condition of life, 

that their whole buſineſs and ſole pro- 
| en __ be to * the improvement 


and 
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aud advantage of all other profeſſions, from | 


that of the higheſt general even to the low- 


eſt artifan? Who ſhalt be obliged to em- | 


ploy their whole time, wit, learning, and 


induſtry, to theſe four, the moſt” uſeful 
that ean be imagined, and to no other 


ends; firſt, to weigh, examine, and prove 


all things of nature delivered to us dy 8 


former ages; to detect, explode, and ſtrike 


a cenſure through all falſe monies with 


which the world has been paid and cheated 


folong; and (as I may ſay) to ſet the mark 

of the college upon all true coins, that they 
may paſs hereafter without any farther trial. 
Secondly, to recover the lott inventions, 
and, as it were, drowned lands of the an- 

cients. Thirdly, to improve all arts which ; 
we now have; andlaſtly, to difcover others 


which we yet have not. And who ſhall 
beſides all this (as a benefit by the bye), 


give the beſt education in the world (purely 


gratis) to as many mens children as ſhall 
think fit to make uſe of the obligation. 
Neither does it at all check or interfere with 
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any parties in ſtate or religion, but ! 18 indif- 


ferently to be embraced by all differences 


in opinion, and can hardly be conceived ca- 
pable (as many good inſtitutions have done) 


| even of degeneration into any thing harm- 
ful. So that, all things conſidered, I will 
ſuppoſe this - propoſition ſhall encounter 
with no enemies : the only queſtion 1 is, whe- 
ther it will find friends enough to carry it 
on from diſcourſe, and deſign to reality and 
effect; the neceſſary expences of the begin- 
ning (for it will maintain itſelf well enough 


afterwards) being ſo great though I have 
fer them as low as is poſſible in order to ſo 
vaſt a work), that it may ſeem hopeleſs to 


F-72 raiſe ſuch a ſum out of thoſe few dead re- 


licks of human charity and public Fried 
Which are yet remainin in the world. 
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